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MEDIA

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY

At the end of the Ynd millennium BCE, Median tribes began to settle in the
territory of the future Media in western Iran, where, at that time, are attested many
small principalities and different linguistic and ethnic groups: Gutians, Lullubians
(see LULUBI), Kassites, and Hurrians. Later, in the th-Ah centuries BCE, the
role of the Medes greatly increased; and, finally in the Yth century, the whole of
western Iran and some neighboring territories were attributed to Media. Thus, the
boundaries of Media changed gradually over several hundred years; nevertheless
its precise geographical extent remains unknown to us (Diakonoff, Y4Ae pp. ¥1
ff.).

In the early period, the western frontiers of the Median principalities, which were
independent from each other, passed not far beyond the western reaches of
the Hamadan plain. Our information on the northern and eastern frontiers of
Media, however, is very limited. The original territory of Media, as it was known
to the Assyrians (see ASSYRIA) during the period from the last third of the 4th
century until the beginning of the Yth century BCE, was bounded on the north by
Gizilbunda, which was located in the mountains (Qaflankuh) to the north of the
Hamadan plain; on the west and northwest it did not extend beyond the Hamadan
plain and was bounded by the Zagros mountains, except in the southwest. There
Media occupied the Zagros valley, and its boundary lay at the Garin mountain
range, which separated Media from Ellipi, a kingdom in the area of Pis-e Kuh to
the south of Kerman$ah. On the south it bordered on the Elamite region of
Simaski, that is, the present-day valley of Korramabad.

On the east and southeast, the territory of Media seems to have been delimited by
the Dast-e Kavir desert (see DESERT) and by the country PatuSarra, described by
the Assyrians as lying on the border of the Salt Desert (probably Dast-e Kavir).
The mountain range near PatuSarra was known to the Assyrians as Bikni and was
referred to as the “Lapis Lazuli Mountain.” Usually, scholars equate it with
Mt. Damavand located to the northeast of Tehran (see, e.g., Reade, p. £+).
Patusarra apparently was the region mentioned in Middle Persian as PadiSxwar
(in the vicinity of Damavand: Herzfeld, pp. Y4¢, YYV-YA), where the mining of
lapis lazuli is attested in early medieval times (Qazvini, I, p. ¥+ 1; see Grantovskii,
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VAAY, pp. YA-Y4; cf. the opinion of Muscarella, Y3AY, p. Y+, that the lapis lazuli
paid in tribute to the Assyrians was “acquired by Median trade further east”
[see BADAKSAN iii]). Patusarra and Mt. Bikni probably were the most remote
territory of Media that the Assyrians penetrated during their greatest expansion in
the second half of the Ath century and the first decades of the Yth century BCE.
Louis D. Levine (pp. Y)A-Y4), however, has argued that Mt. Bikni should most
probably be equated with the Alvand range, which lies immediately west of
Hamadan, and this identification has been accepted by S. C. Brown (Y44+b, p.
1YY) and a number of other scholars. Identifying Bikni with the Alvand range, if
correct, means that the Assyrians never crossed this mountain and that all the
territory of Media that they conquered or was known to them lay to the west of
Hamadan.

The name of the capital of Media appears in th-century inscription of Darius | at
Bisotun as OPers. Hamgmatana-(DB Y,Y1, VYVY-YA)  El. Agmadana-, Bab.
Agamtanu-, etc. (New Pers. Hamadan), and is transmitted by Herodotus and other
classical authors as Ecbatana. Although it lay on the Great Khorasan Road, the
Assyrian sources do not mention this city at all. There are, however, grounds to
assume that the city Sagbat/Sagbita, repeatedly referred to in Assyrian texts, was
an earlier form of the name Hamgmatana found in Old Persian. Thus, the
localization of Sagbat in the west of the Hamadan plain and the identification of
Mt. Bikni with Damavand in the east allows us to define roughly the original
boundaries of Media until its expansion in the Yth century BCE (see
Medvedskaya, Y+ Y, pp. £V-0+, 0¢),

ASSYRIAN CAMPAIGNS ON MEDIAN TERRITORY

Beginning with the 4th century BCE, the Assyrians regularly raided and looted
regions of northwest Iran, where at that time existed dozens of petty principalities.
The Assyrians could reach Media by two routes: from the north, via Gizilbunda,
and apparently along the present-day Bijar—-Hamadan road, from the northwest
through Mesu on the western border of Gizilbunda, or through Kisesim along the
Sanandaj—Hamadan road. The Assyrians always returned home from Media along
the mountain part of the Great Khorasan Road, through Harhar, Arazia$, and Bit
Barru, which constituted the northern part of Ellipi, and, finally, Bit Hamban. All
these countries were located in the Zagros mountains, between Asadabad in the
cast, at the exit to the Hamadan plain, and the Mahidast valley in the west. The
latter was a part of Bit Hamban. The Assyrians reached the Khorasan Road not
only from Media but also directly from the north, through Parsua and neighboring
countries. In this case, passing along the route Sanandaj-Bisotun or Pava—
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Kermansah, the Assyrians had on the left side not only Media, but also Harhar
and Kisesim.

The first mention of the Medes in Assyrian texts refers to AY¢ BCE, when
Shalmaneser I11 (r. A°A-AY £) invaded Namri. Having entered deep into regions to
the east of Parsua, in order to return home the Assyrians had to penetrate the
Hamadan plain through the lands of the Medes and then to pass along the Great
Khorasan Road. During this campaign they received gifts from twenty-seven
“kings” of Parsua. When in the last quarter of the 4th century BCE the Urartians
started to invade Iran, the Assyrian king Samsi-Adad V (r. AYY-AYY BCE) in
AYA/AYA hindered further Urartian advance in the Lake Urmia zone, which made
it possible to set out against Media. In AYe he conquered Gizilbunda and then
marched against Sagbita, the “royal city” of the Median chief Hanasiruka, who
first fled into mountains but later faced the enemy in battle. According to the
Assyrian inscription, Y,¥++ Medes were killed and £+ of their horsemen were
taken prisoner; and Sagbita, as well as Y,Y -« settlements located near it, were
all destroyed (Grayson, Y447, p. YAe jii, YVb-Y1). This campaign was of great
significance, since from that time Assyria imposed regular tribute on the Median
tribes in horses, cattle, and handicraft products. Now the Assyrians transferred the
main direction of their raids to Media. This transference was partly caused by the
events in the Urmia zone, since by the end of the 4th century BCE the Urartians
had conquered the west and south shores of Lake Urmia and had started to move
forward to Manna (see MANNEA). Assyria failed to stop the Urartian advance
and gradually became a Mannean ally in its struggle against Urartu.

The Assyrians were not able to secure the results of the six campaigns (in the years
AvQ Avs VA4 VAY VAY and VAA)waged against Media by Adad-nerari I (r.
AY+-YAY BCE), and subsequently a long political crisis began to develop in
Assyria. Later, during the reign of Tiglath-pileser Il (r. Y¢°o-YYA BCE), Assyria
started organizing provinces in conquered countries, and this guaranteed a regular
source of income and also provided a base for the conquest of neighboring
territories. To the east of their country, the Assyrians created in Y¢¢ BCE, in
addition to the already established province of Zamua, two more provinces called
Bit Hamban and Parsua, and Assyrian governors and garrisons were installed
there. Thus, the borders of Assyria moved close to Media. In V¢ £, the Assyrians
received tribute from the Medes and Manneans. Finally, in Y¥V, Tiglath-pilesner
Il invaded Media proper, and this time the Assyrians reached the most remote
parts of Media and exacted tributes from the “city rulers” of the Medes as far as
the Salt Desert and Mt. Bikni. In an account of this campaign, Tiglath-pileser
mentions “the provinces of the mighty Medes” and also asserts that in YYA he
deported 1,°++ people from northwestern Iran to Syria and Phoenecia (Tadmor,
p. V1¢; Diakonoff, Y4Ae, pp. YV-Y4), Later, Bit Hamban and Parsua were attached
to Assyria, and Assyrian governors and garrisons were installed there. Sargon Il
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also deported many Medes to Syria and settled people from north Syria and
Samaria in the “cities of the Medes” (Il Kings YV:7; see also Na’aman and Zadok,

pp. TA-E+).

Thus, late in the Ath century BCE, the first major unions and states based on tribal
confederations began to arise on the territory of western Iran, which were headed
by local chieftains. Manna, a region located to the east of Assyria, was one of such
states. The Medes were not yet united but had many rulers.

Sargon joined the borders of the Assyrian provinces in the east with Media, an
accomplishment that Tiglath-pileser had not been able to realize. Thus in Y1 he
made Harhar and KiSesim centers of new Assyrian provinces, adding to them
some other territories of west Media, including Sagbat, and renamed these
provinces Kar-Sarrukin and Kar-Nergal, respectively. He also strengthened Kar-
Sarrukin in order to subjugate in future all Median lands. In the same year, the
Assyrians received taxes from twenty-eight “city rulers of the land of the mighty
Medes” (Luckenbill, ii, secs. Y+, ), but in VYo Harhar revolted, and the
Assyrians had to conquer it again. In the next year, Sargon managed to stop
Urartian advancement into Iran. In Y\Y, he reached the distant bounds of Media
at the Bikni mountains. During this campaign he received tribute from forty-five
city chieftains (see Luckenbill, secs. Y¢, ©A). He carried out another expedition
into Media in Y+ A but was unable to realize his purpose of conquering all Median
lands or establishing stable control over them. Afterwards, both Sargon and his
successor Sennacherib (r. v+ ¢-1AY BCE) were engaged in war with Babylonia.
Moreover, tribes in the territory of Iran who opposed the Assyrian predominance
consolidated their efforts against it. Manna, situated to the northwest of Media,
which had been a loyal ally of Assyria beginning at the very end of the 4th century,
by 1V became an associate of Media. Ellipi was also inclining to support Media
in its struggle against Assyria. At the same time, the penetration of Cimmerians
and Scythians from the north posed a serious threat to Assyria.

This new balance of power in the east caused the Assyrian king
Asarhaddon/Esarhaddon (r. 1A+-174 BCE) to undertake several expeditions into
the territory of Iran. Between 1Y% and 1VV, the Assyrians defeated the “unpacified
Manneans” and their Scythian allies led by ISpakaia, and they reached Mt. Bikni
and PatuSarra, where they seized two Median chieftains and brought them,
together with their families and possessions, to Assyria (Heidel, ii, ¥ +-YY; iii, o¥-
1¢;iv, Y-°) Compared with Sargon’s achievements, the results of the campaign
of Esarhaddon were rather insignificant.
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Soon after the last campaign against Media, three Median chiefs arrived in
Nineveh with gifts, requesting Esarhaddon’s help in their struggle against the
rulers of the neighboring regions. These Medes were Uppis from Partakku,
Zanasana from Partukka, and Ramataia from Urukazabarnu. Esarhaddon ordered
the governors of the Assyrian provinces, which bordered on the districts of these
Medes, to restore their power. They, however, were now obliged to pay regular
tribute to Assyria. As is seen from this event, discord existed among Median rulers
concerning whether to seek alliance with Assyria or to unite themselves in order
to struggle against it. Ramataia, one of these Medes, is also referred to in the so-
called “loyalty oaths” that were concluded on the occasion of the nomination of
the successor to the Assyrian throne in 1Y BCE. Among the seven names that
have been preserved in these texts, three are indisputably Median. Their bearers
were chieftains of several western regions of Media. In 1YY, agreements were
concluded between Esarhaddon and each one of these Medes, which guaranteed
their loyalty to the Assyrian king, as well as the security of their possessions.
Scholars usually consider this agreement as a “vassal treaty” imposed by Assyrian
administration on recently submitted vassals, but Mario Liverani has argued that
this agreement was a result of infighting among various Median groups, as well
as of the presence of armed Median warriors stationed in the Assyrian palace and
serving as bodyguards of the crown prince. The Median chieftains had to take an
oath that their men at the Assyrian court would be loyal to Esarhaddon and his
son ASSurbanipal (Liverani, Y44, pp. 1)-1Y),

To judge by the queries from the time of Esarhaddon to the diviners of the sun
god Samas, the situation on the eastern borders of Assyria was extremely strained.
Magnates and governors of Bit Kari in the province of KiSesim and Saparda in
the province of Harhar, who had been sent with an army to collect tribute from
the Median territories, began to return with empty hands, having been attacked by
the detachments of the Medes, Manneans, Cimmerians, and Scythians (see Starr,
nos. 1£-VY), This disguised resistance eventually resulted in the formation of a
union against Assyria, and in about 1VY the Medes and their allies rose in open
rebellion against Assyria. Assyrian sources hame three Median chieftains who
headed the revolt; they were Kastariti, “city lord” of Kar-kassi, located in the
region of Sagbat of the province of KiSesim, Dusanna, ruler of Saparda, and
MamitiarSu, a Median “city lord” (Starr, nos. ¢V, £o, ©+-2V) The last of these
perhaps was the head of some Medes who had remained independent from
Assyria. Among them, Kastariti, who gradually began to unite the Median tribes,
played the leading role. Twenty-three omen texts concerning this revolt have been
preserved, and his name is mentioned in seventeen of them. Esarhaddon
considered Kastariti to be the main culprit and the actual instigator of the revolt
(Starr, no. £Y); it was he who was particularly active in military operations and
with whom it was necessary to negotiate in order to make peace with the rebels
(Starr, nos. ¢Y-ov, 1.-1Y) The rebels began by besieging the Assyrian
fortresses in the provinces Harhar and KiSesim. The immediate aim of the revolt
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was to cut off the main line of Assyrian communication in the Zagros range and
to cut off access to Harhar, which led to Media from the west. It seems that the
revolt spread also to Ellipi, to the southwest of Harhar along the Great Khorasan
Road. The revolt was successful, and the Medes achieved independence, although
their state still did not yet include all Median provinces and tribes, and Assyria
was still able to retain a few areas in western Iran. In a letter of about 114 BCE
from the royal Assyrian archive, Media is mentioned with Urartu, Manna, and
Hubuskia as a separate kingdom (Luukko and van Buylaere, no. Y £A), but it is not
known how far it extended in the east and south during that time. Esarhaddon, in
a summary of his achievements compiled at the end of his life, does not mention
any more conquests in Iran, which also demonstrates that the Median revolt was
successful. Besides, the Manneans during this period were able to extend their
dominion, becoming the northern neighbor of Assyria (Medvedskaya, Y+ Y, pp.
Y'+-¥Y). A decade later, ASSurbanipal led an inconclusive expedition into Mannea
as far as its capital. Later on, the Manneans, being afraid of the rise of Media, their
former ally, resumed their alliance with Assyria and remained devoted to it until
the fall of the latter. The latest mention of the Medes in the Assyrian sources
belongs to about 1A BCE, when A3Surbanipal captured BiriSatri, a chieftain of
the Medes who had been an Assyrian vassal but later “threw away the yoke of the
Assyrian supremacy” (Piepkorn, p. Y1, IV:Y-1),

THE MEDIAN DYNASTY

According to Herodotus (Y,4%-Y V), the Median dynasty consisted of four kings
who belonged to the same family and ruled for Y e« years. Since this dynasty was
overthrown by the Persian king Cyrus |l the Greatin ¢+ BCE, to judge from
Herodotus, the Median kings ruled during the following years (all dates are in
BCE):

Deioces °Y years ca. V++-1¢Y

Phraortes YY years ca. 1¢v-1Yo
Cyaxares ¢+ years ca. 1Y0-0A0
Astyages Y© years ca. °©A0-00.

Only Cyaxares (Olr. *hUvaxstra-, Babylonian Umakistar) and Astyages (Olr.
*Rsti-vaiga-, Babylonian 15tumegu) of these kings are mentioned in cuneiform
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texts (Grayson, Y4ave, Chronicle Y, Il. Y4, Y. &. V. Chronicle V, ii, I. Y).
Nevertheless, scholars have tried to find the names of Deioces and his son
Phraortes in other relevant sources. Thus, a Mannean chieftain called Daiaukku,
who is mentioned several times in neo-Assyrian texts (including also annals) from
the time of Sargon II was identified with Herodotus’s Deioces (see, €.g., Smith,
YA14, p. 4A). He is mentioned in the Assyrian sources as a Mannean provincial
governor (Saknu) who joined the king of Urartu against the Mannean ruler, but he
was captured by Sargon, who exiled him together with his family to Syriain Ve
BCE. He apparently died there (Diakonoff, Y3Ae, pp. AY, 4+-4Y Y4 1YY,
see DEIOCES with references). His namesake may have been one of many
chieftains of Median districts free from Assyrian rule.

Based on the assertion of Herodotus (V) +1) that the Scythian domination over
the Medes lasted for about twenty-eight years preceding the fall of Nineveh in
1Y BCE, scholars have pushed back the beginning of the Median chronology to
the year YYA BCE. This permitted them to identify Phraortes, the second Median
king, with Kastariti, the leader of the Median revolt against Assyria in 1VY, This
identification is based on the statement in the Behistun (see BISOTUN)
inscription (DB Y,)¥-1V) that a Median pretender called Fravarti$ (or Phraortes
in Greek transcription), who revolted in °YY-eYY BCE against the Persian
king Darius |, claimed to be X3a6rita (HaSattritti in the Babylonian version of the
inscription) “of the family of Cyaxares” (Uvaxstrahya taumaya). From this
George Cameron concluded that “Kashtariti” was the throne name of the king
Fravarti$/Phraortes, who may have been the father of Cyaxares (Cameron, pp.
YV£-YV), 1. M. Diakonoff likewise assumes that X$aOrita (Kastariti) was probably
the person whom Herodotus calls Phraortes, son of Deioces (Diakonoff, Y3Ae, p.
Y + 7). The same author agrees that X3a0rita (not Phraortes) was the regnal name,
since there was no need for a man who already bore a regnal name to assume
another one (Diakonoff, Y4217, pp. YYe-Y1). Some scholars, however, are inclined
to reject the identification of Phraortes, son of Deioces, with Kastariti (see, e.g.,
Roaf, p. 1Y) or consider it doubtful (Young, p. Y%; Brown, Y3AA p. Vo),
Moreover, it remains unclear why Fravarti$ should assume X3afrita as his throne
name.

If the beginning of Deioces’ reign is moved up to VYA BCE, then the absolute
chronology of his dynasty can be presented in the following way:

Deioces °Y years r. YYA-1Ye
Kastariti/Phraortes YY yearsr, 1Vo-1oY

Scythian domination YA years 1eY-1ve
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Cyaxares ¢+ yearsr. 1Yo-0A0
Astyages Ve yearsr. °Ae-o00.

This chronology was rejected by scholars when René Labat demonstrated that, in
a number of manuscripts of Herodotus’s "Histories,” the twenty-eight years of
Scythian domination were included in Cyaxares’ reign, and therefore Phraortes
chronologically could not be Kastariti of the Assyrian sources (Labat, p. ). Edvin
A. Grantovskii (Y3%A, pp. Y4, YVe-v1) argued that this chronological
problem could be solved on the basis of cuneiform sources, which date the
Median revolt against Assyria to about 1YY and the end of the Median dynasty to
oo+ BCE. He offered the following dates:

Deiocesr. ca. 1YY/1V)- the ¢+s of the Vth century BCE
Phraortesr. ca. 1¢+-ca. 1Y+)

Scythian domination ca. 1Ye-110)

Cyaxaresr. 1Y.-0A¢

Astyages r. °A£-00.

Thus, according to Grantovskii, the Median dynasty existed for about 'Y+ years;
Deioces overthrew the Assyrian rule and founded the Median dynasty. Phraortes
subjugated the Persians. The Median domination over Upper Asia began when
Cyaxares defeated the Assyrian army in 1) Y, and it continued for about sixty-two
years. As to Scythian domination over Media and other countries, the statement
of Herodotus (Y, 1) bears a legendary character and is not reliable, since it
cannot be reconciled with the real Yth-century history of Media and all the rest of
the ancient Near East (see Medvedskaya, Y+ ++, p. YYY).

According to another account of Herodotus (1Y), the Medes ruled over Upper
Asia for Y YA years. In this case, since the Median dynasty existed until °¢+ BCE,
its rise should be dated in the year 1VA, that is, a few years before the revolt against
Assyria. R. Drews (pp. A-%) considered this figure of Herodotus not trustworthy,
since, according to Hdt., Y,V:Y¥, it was Cyaxares, the son of Phraortes, who
conquered all Asia beyond (i.e., east of) the Halys river (the modern Kizil Irmak
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in Asia Minor). This could not have happened earlier than 1Ye BCE. But it may
be possible to reconcile the apparent contradiction between these two reports of
Herodotus (see Medvedskaya Y+« ¢, pp. 4V-2A). As already observed by George
Rawlinson (I, pp. £+ V-4), Herodotus (Y, * Y) may have transposed the two figures
of YY and °Y years which his informant had assigned to Deioces and Phraortes,
respectively. Rawlinson proposed that it was Phraortes who ruled for Y years and
Deioces for YY years. With this change to the first table, above, one obtains for
Phraortes regnal dates of 1YA-1Ye BCE. Thus, according to Rawlinson, the sum
of the reigns of the three Median kings after Deioces (°Y + ¢+ + Y°) would then
be the Y YA years of Hdt., Y, Y. Phraortes overthrew the Assyrian dominance and,
as Herodotus (Y, + Y) states, attacked the Persian tribes, and then began to subdue
all Asia, one people after another. The results of the German archeological
excavations at Bestam (see BESTAM, entry no. ¥), which was located to the north
of Urmia, allow us to assume that the Medes attacked Urartu even before they
started to subdue the Persian tribes (see below). Therefore, the starting point of
the YYA-year period of Median supremacy probably is the accession of
Kastariti/Phraortes, who began to rule a few years before the successful revolt
against Assyria and reigned for oY years. As to Deioces, the father of Phraortes,
he was only a chieftain of the Medes, who began to consolidate the unity of the
Median tribes (see Herodotus Y,V+Y). It is possible that he was only the
eponymous founder of the Median royal house. According to Diakonoff’s
suggestion (Y3Ae, p. 4+), Herodotus oversimplified the event and transferred to
Deioces the activities of several generations of Median chiefs, ascribing to him
the founding of the Median kingdom. As to other Median kings, Cyaxares, in
coalition with Babylonia, conquered Assyria and established his rule over Asia
beyond the river Halys. Astyages was the last king of the Median dynasty. Thus,
the rule of the Median kings can be presented as follows:

Deioces YY yearsr. Y+ +=1YA BCE
Kastariti/Phraortese ¥ yearsr. 1VA-1Ye BCE
Cyaxares £+ yearsr. 1Yo-2Ae BCE

Astyages Ye yearsr. °cAe-co. BCE

THE RISE AND FALL OF THE MEDIA EMPIRE

By the middle of the Yth century BCE, Media was a major kingdom, ranking with
Elam, Urartu, Manna, and even with Assyria. Urartu posed a real threat to Media
and in the first half of the Yth century continued its military activity in the east,
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penetrating into Iranian territory. In the middle of the same century, however, all
fortresses in the eastern periphery of the Urartu dominion were destroyed by fire
or were abandoned. In particular, to judge by evidence presented by Urartian seals
and bullae, “Rusadés City” (the present-day site of Bestam) was plundered and
destroyed by fire toward the end of the reign of Rusa II (r. 1Ae-1£0/1¥4 BCE),
who had founded the town. This could be a result only of Median expansion, since
there existed no other power in the region at that time that was able to destroy
Urartu. The Median blow was apparently directed against the fortification line of
the Araxes (Aras)-Urmia basin, which presented the only approach to Urartu from
Media, since the southern and western coasts of Lake Urmia had already been
occupied by Manna. Probably, the Medes not only attacked the Araxes-Urmia
bridgeheads but also penetrated into the interior of the country. Thus, in the 1¢+s

BCE. Urartu ceased to exist as an independent state (see Medvedskaya, Y+ + +, pp.
Yy.vo),

After the fall of Urartu, the Medes started to conquer Persia. But, according to
Herodotus (YY), who apparently knew nothing about Urartu and Elam, Persia
was among the first to be attacked by the Medes. This could have happened only
some time after about 1¢) BCE, when Cyrus I, the Persian prince of Anshan,
became an Assyrian tributary and sent gifts to ASSurbanipal, together with his
son Arukku as a hostage, after the Assyrian victory over Elam.

The Median king Phraortes united all Median tribes into a single state with
Ecbatana as its capital. His son Cyaxares created a regular army, reorganizing it
by type of weapon into spear-bearers, archers, and cavalry in place of the former
levies structured by tribal principles (Herodotus, Y,)+Y). Subsequent events of
Median history are known from Babylonian sources, and its several episodes are
described by Herodotus.

The Babylonians (see BABYLONIA) revolted against Assyrian domination in
Y1 BCE. The Chaldean Nabopolassar, the governor of the southern regions and
the leader of the revolt, was soon recognized as king of Babylonia, and by 1)1 he
was in full control of all Babylonian territory. Then he marched against Assyria.
The Medes, led by their king Cyaxares, also decided to turn on their old enemy.
In November 1) © BCE, they attacked the Assyrian province of Arrapha (present-
day Kirkuk) and also annexed the territory of its ally Manna. In 1) ¢, they seized
Tarbisu near Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. They also surrounded Nineveh but
did not succeed in taking it. In the same year the Medes besieged and captured
ASsur, the ancient capital of the country. Nabopolassar with his army arrived on
the field of battle only after the fall of AsSur. There the Medes and Babylonians
concluded an alliance, reinforcing it by the marriage of Amytis, daughter of
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Astyages, Cyaxares’ son, to Nebuchadnezzar, Nabopolassar’s son (Berossos,
apud Schnabel, p. YV); cf. Cameron, p. Y) 1, n. 4; Diakonoff, YdAe, pp. YYY-YY),

In the spring of 1YY, a revolt against Nabopolassar occurred in Suhu, a region on
the middle Euphrates, which later spread to central and southern Babylonia. He
was on the verge of losing his power to the Assyrians and was saved from this
danger by the Medes (see Zawadzki, p. ) V). Finally, after three months of siege,
in August of 1YY, the joined forces of the Medes and Babylonians stormed
Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, and took it. The major part in the city’s downfall
was played by the Medes. The city was plundered, and the conquerors returned
home with enormous booty. The remains of the Assyrian army managed to leave
for the city Harran in Upper Mesopotamia, where AsSuruballit II, a member of the
royal family who was appointed the new king, continued the struggle against the
Babylonians, who had to face him without any help from Media. In the meantime,
the Assyrians were reinforced by the arrival of the Egyptian army of Pharaoh
Necho II. In November 1)+, the Medes returned to Mesopotamia and to the
assistance of Nabopolassar. The joined forces of the Babylonians and Medes
marched on Harran; upon their approach the Assyrians and Egyptians retreated to
Carchemish, where they were eventually defeated. The Medes plundered Ehulhul,
the main temple of Harran, and went home. After the fall of Harran, the strategic
center of Assyrian resistance was moved to Carchemish, a city on the Upper
Euphrates, which at that time belonged to Egypt. Carchemish was captured by the
Babylonians in 1+ BCE. It is not clear whether the Medes also participated in
this final defeat of the Assyrians (Diakonoff, Y4Ae, pp. YY¥-Ye; Saggs, pp. V¥¢-
¢Y; Dandamaev and Lukonin, pp. ©£-249),

The main source for the Babylonian and Median military operations against
Assyria is the so-called Chronicle of Nabopolassar (or Gadd Chronicle), which
is a part of the Babylonian chronicles and covers the period from 1V1to 1+ 4 BCE.
In this text the Babylonian ally is first referred to as Medes but elsewhere also as
Umman-manda. In particular, this Chronicle mentions Cyaxares as the king of the
Umman-manda, whereas the same source in the report concerning the capture of
ASSur designates him simply as a “Mede” (Grayson, pp. ¥-4¢, |l. Yé¢-o;
Pritchard, ed., pp. Y+ Y-Y). The same chronicle also states that the Umman-manda
came to the assistance of Nabopolassar when he was at war with the Assyrians in
the Harran region (Grayson, p. 42, Il. ©4-1Y). To judge from a Babylonian letter,
the term Umman-manda is a reference to the Medes. This letter, sent by the crown
prince Nebuchadnezzar, says that “the king has gone to Harran, [and] with him
went large forces of Medes” (Contenau, no. 44). Evidently, Umman-manda and
Madaya (Medes) are used in these sources as different names for one and the same
people.
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After the fall of Nineveh, the western boundaries of Media lay near the plains of
Mesopotamia. Until recently, it has been a common opinion that, as a result of the
fall of Assyria, the Medes took possession of the native Assyrian lands to the east
of the Tigris, as well as the Harran region. This opinion is partly based on the so-
called Dream Text of the Babylonian king Nabonidus, which states that the Medes
dominated Harran for fifty-four years until the third year of his reign (Schaudig,
p. £V, col. Y, Il. YV-Y4), In this case, the Medes possessed Harran from 1+V to
ooY BCE (see Diakonoff, Y4Ae, p. YYo), Moreover, still in the oth century BCE
and later, the Assyrian heartland was viewed in popular memory as Median land
(for references see Dandamaev and Lukonin, p. ©A). Such an opinion, however,
is being reconsidered at the present time. Some scholars argue that the Assyrian
heartland and Harran belonged to the Babylonians from the year 1+% BCE and
remained under their control until the fall of the Neo-Babylonian empire in oY1
BCE (see, e.g., Rollinger, pp. Y4Y-Y+ o with further references). It is true that, to
judge from the Babylonian Chronicle, Harran remained under Babylonian
dominance, while the Medes returned home after its capture from the Assyrians.
It is, however, hard to maintain that Nabonidus would try to force upon his
countrymen, and even on Marduk and other gods, the fiction that Harran belonged
to Media while the Babylonians were ruling it. It is probable, therefore, that some
time after 1+ BCE the Medes seized Harran again and stayed there for a long
period of time.

After the fall of Assyria, only four powerful states remained in the entire Near
East, namely Egypt, Babylonia, Media, and Lydia. Soon, the relations between
the former allies began to deteriorate, and both the Babylonian and Median rulers
willingly accepted refugees from each other. For instance, as seen from a
Babylonian letter drafted in %) BCE, several citizens of Uruk fled to Media and
then ignored the order of King Nebuchadnezzar to return to Babylonia
(Dougherty, no. Y°4). On the other side, according to Babylonian texts dated to
ode-0Y. BCE, the royal court distributed foodstuffs to some aliens, including a
“refugee from Media” (Weidner, p. 4Y+; Dandamayev, Y34Y, p. Yo¢),

After his victory over Assyria, Cyaxares continued to expand the frontiers of his
kingdom at the expense of northwestern and eastern neighbors. Judging by later
indirect evidence, he succeeded in the conquest of the regions south and east of
the Caspian Sea (i.e., Parthia and Hyrcania) and Armenia (see Dandamaev and
Lukonin Y4A4, pp. 1+-1Y), In 24+ BCE, however, when the Median army
approached the Halys river, they were attacked by Alyattes, the king of Lydia.
The war lasted for five years, and, when a solar eclipse occurred during a battle
on Y4 May eAe both sides decided to conclude a peace treaty, according to which
the frontier was established along the Halys river. The king of Cilicia Syennesis
and “Labynetus of Babylon” (probably, Nabonidus is meant here) acted as
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mediators of this treaty (see Herodotus, Y,V ¢; cf. Rollinger, where the opinion is
expressed that Asia Minor was never under direct and stable Median control). It
was followed by a marriage alliance between Aryene, the daughter of Alyattes,
and Astyages, the son of Cyaxares. It is possible, however, that about ten years
later a second war, started by Astyages, broke out between the two states (Cobbe,
p. ¥+; Diakonoff, Y4Ae, p. VY1),

In eAe BCE, Cyaxares died, leaving his throne to Astyages, who might be the one
that established Median control over Elam. After a long rule, he lost his kingdom
to the Persian king Cyrus Il the Great. There are three main primary sources about
the war between Persia and Media: the Histories by Herodotus (and also some
other later classical works, including Strabo, Y°,Y,A), as well as the Babylonian
Chronicle and the Dream Text of the Babylonian king Nabonidus. Herodotus’s
account apparently was based on an oral tradition of the Medes, and occasionally
it cannot be reconciled with Babylonian historical data. According to him (Y,)YY—
YA), Cyrus, being a grandson of Astyages (his daughter’s son) and his vassal, rose
in rebellion against him. The Babylonian sources do not speak of him as the
grandson of Astyages and his vassal; they refer to him only as “the king of
Anshan/Anzan” (i.e., of Persia, the present-day Fars), while Astyages (IStumegu)
is named the “king of Umman-manda” (see the Dream Text in Schaudig, p. £V,
no. Y, I. Y4). As seen from the same text, the war between Media and Persia started
in the third year of Nabonidus’s reign, that is, in °©Y BCE, and the Nabonidus
Chronicle dates the defeat of Media in the sixth year of Nabonidus (i.e., ©°-
BCE). According to the Dream Text, Cyrus, “king of Anshan, with small army
defeated the many troops of the Umman-manda and captured IStumegu, king of

the Umman-manda, and brought him in chains” (Schaudig, p. ¢V, col. I, Il. YY—
¥4),

According to Herodotus (Y, YY-YA), the Median nobleman Harpagos organized a
plot against Astyages and during a battle defected with a large part of the troops
to Cyrus’s side. Then Astyages himself commanded the army in the second battle,
but the Medes were defeated, and their king was taken prisoner. This information
of Herodotus is supported in outline by the Nabonidus Chronicle, which states
that, in the sixth year of the reign of Nabonidus, Astyages called his troops and
marched against Cyrus. Then it adds that the troops of Astyages revolted, took
him prisoner, and handed him over to Cyrus. The latter advanced to Agamtanu
(i.e., Ecbatana), and took to Anshan the silver, gold, and other goods found there
(see Grayson, p. )+ 1, 1l, lines Y—¢%). Thus, this war lasted from ¢°Y¥ to ¢+ BCE.

Different opinions have been expressed about the character of the Median
kingdom. For instance, according to Ernst Herzfeld (p. Y¢¢), it was a powerful
empire, which stretched from north Mesopotamia to Bactria and India. On the
other side, Heleen Sancisi-Weerdenburg (p. YY) insists that there is no real
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evidence about the very existence of the Median empire and that it was an unstable
state formation.

It seems that Cyrus did not abolish the Median kingdom. What occurred was,
rather, a transition of royal power from one dynasty to another. In any case, Cyrus
and his Achaemenid successors adopted the official titles of the Median kings and
their system of state administration. In the Achaemenid empire, Media retained
its privileged position, occupying the second place after Persia itself. Media was
a large province, and its capital Ecbatana became one of the Achaemenid capitals
and the summer residence of the Persian kings. The Median nobility maintained
its privileged position under Cyrus the Great, and also to a significant degree
under his successors, in spite of a dangerous rebellion of the Medes against Darius
I the Great in ©Y) BCE Gobryas (OPers. Gaub(a)ruva-), the first governor of
Babylonia after its occupation by the Persians, may have been a Mede. In
the Nabonidus Chronicle, he is attested as “the governor of the country Gutium,”
who took Babylon (Grayson, p. )+ 4, col. I, I. ¥2). In the first millennium BCE,
Gutium was an archaic name for Media or, at least, for its western part (Herzfeld,
p. Y4¢; Diakonoff, Y4Ae, p. VYY), It should also be mentioned that, along with the
Persians and Elamites, Medes served in the standing army of the “Y«,«+-
Immortals” of the Achaemenids. The Greeks, Jews, Egyptians, and other peoples
of the ancient world called the Persians “Medes” and regarded the Persian rule as
a continuation of that of the Medes (see, e.g., Herodotus, Y,Y+1). As seen from
some Babylonian documents drafted after the conquest of Mesopotamia by the
Persians, many Medes resided in Babylonia as important state officials, military
officers, and royal soldiers. Moreover, it seems that some Medes lived in Babylon
and perhaps in other big cities as private individuals. Cuneiform documents also
attest that Babylonian businessmen were engaged in various transactions in

Ecbatana and other cities of Media (for references see Dandamayev, Y34Y, pp.
Yoy_on),

MEDIAN SOCIETY AND ECONOMY

At present, we have no direct data on the social institutions and economic
organization of Median society. Herodotus (Y,)+Y) mentions six Median tribes,
of which only Arizantoi (< *arya-zantu “having Aryan lineage™) has an obvious
Iranian etymology, but we have almost no information on these tribes.
Apparently, some elements of the administrative system introduced by the
Assyrians continued to function in the Median provinces also after the fall of
Assyria and were gradually viewed by the Medes as their own traditional
institutions. Janos Harmatta (p. 'Y) has attempted to trace the Median
administrative system and, basing his argument mostly on linguistic data, has
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come to the conclusion that the Medes had “a highly developed bureaucratic
organization, which later on was adopted also by the Achaemenids.” In any case,
the Achaemenid title for a satrap (OPers. xsag¢apavan- “regional administrator”)
existed even prior to the emergence of the Median state for the designation of
independent chiefs (Grantovskii, Y4V +, pp. Yo¢, YYY-Y¢),

Rich archeological material from Tepe Nush-i Jan (Nu$-e Jan), Godin
(Gowdin) Tepe, and other ancient sites (see URARTU), as well as Assyrian
reliefs demonstrate that in the first half of the first millennium there existed
settlements of the urban type in various regions of Media, which were centers of
handicraft production and of a sedentary agricultural and cattle-breeding
economy. To judge from Assyrian sources, the basic economic occupations of the
population in Median regions were the breeding of horses and handicraft
production. From the Median districts the Assyrians received tribute of horses,
cattle, sheep, Bactrian camels, as well as lapis lazuli, bronze, gold, silver, and
other metals mainly in the form of fashioned objects, and also linen and woolen
fabrics.

MEDIAN CULTURE AND ART

Before the rise of the Achaemenids under Cyrus |1, Media obviously was the focus
of the development of Iranian material and intellectual culture. However, no
archives from Median times have been discovered, and we do not know whether
the Medes had their own writing system. So far only one inscription of pre-
Achaemenid times (a bronze plagque) has been found on the territory of Media.
This is a cuneiform inscription composed in Akkadian, perhaps in the Ath century
BCE, but no Median names are mentioned in it (cf. Diakonoff, Y 4YA, with further
references). A cuneiform inscription on a piece of silver has been excavated in
Media at Tepe Nush-i Jan, but only the end of one sign and the beginning of the
next have been preserved (Brinkman, p. Y + V). It is not known whether the Medes
used Akkadian script for writing. But some scholars are inclined to assume that
the so-called Old Persian cuneiform was in fact Median cuneiform, which later
was borrowed by the Persians (see, for instance, Diakonoff, Y4V, pp. YY)-YY).

Herodotus (Y,%A) gives a description of Deioces’ palace at Echatana, which,
according to him, was an architectural complex built on a hill and surrounded by
seven circles of walls so that the battlements of each wall out-topped those of the
next wall outside it. The palace itself and royal treasuries were within the
innermost circle. The battlements of these circles were painted with various colors
and those of the inner two circles were covered with silver and gold respectively.
It may be noted that, in the Tth century BCE, as known from Achaemenid
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inscriptions, Median goldsmiths adorned the walls of the royal palaces in the
imperial capital at Susa (DSf ¢4-2¢; see Vallat).

Median art, however, remains a matter of speculation, and even its existence is
denied by some scholars (see, for instance, Genito, p. Y)). This situation
apparently will last until the royal palaces in Ecbatana are discovered and studied.
Oscar Muscarella (Y449¢, p. V) notes that “no examples of Median art and
artifacts are known to exist in the archaeological record” (see also idem, Y3AY),
Nevertheless, other scholars presume that such sites as Nush-i Jan Tepe and Godin
Tepe located on the territory of historical Media and dated in the Ath and Yth
centuries BCE were Median (see Calmeyer, Y4AY, pp. e1e-14, with further
references). The attribution of Baba Jan III to Median culture is uncertain (see
Muscarella, Y3AY, p. YYY, nY; idem, Y44¢, p. °A; Medvedskaya, Y44Y, pp. VY-
va).

Although Tepe Nush-i Jan was not a capital city, according to David Stronach
(Y4A®), it became an important link in a chain of evidence on the composition and
development of Median architecture, as well as in the incorporation of Median
culture in the ancient Oriental civilizations. In the architecture of Tepe Nush-i Jan
and Godin Tepe can be traced influence and direct borrowings of both the fine
details and entire architectural forms and design of buildings that had precise
analogues in Assyrian art (e.g., the plan of forts), in Urartian methods of erecting
the buildings (rock-cut tunnel, the use of blind windows and recessed niches with
dentil cornices, and cisterns for water). The columned hall had already been
attested in the architecture of northwest Iran and Urartu, but in Tepe Nush-i Jan
and Godin Tepe it does not have smaller rooms adjoining the hall. The columned
hall became a representative building without any dwelling or economic
functions, a prototype of the Achaemenid audience hall (see APADANA). One
can also mention the lozenge-shaped plan of the Central Temple in Tepe Nush-i
Jan (see below), which is unparalleled elsewhere. Thus, the Medes not only
borrowed some elements of foreign art but also used them in forms with new
functions and meanings, that is, in a new context without their typical and initial
qualities. Later, the Achaemenids borrowed the cultural achievements of the
ancient Near East through the intermediary of the Medes.

MEDIAN RELIGION

Our information about the religion of the Medes is very scanty. Between Y41Y
and Y4VYY, Stronach excavated a building that had been founded in about Yo+ BCE
and appears to have been principally religious in character. It was located at Tepe
Nush-i Jan, about 1+ km to the south of Hamadan. The buildings were erected on
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a rock with a height of about ¥+ m and consisted of the “Central Temple,”
“Western Temple,” “Fort,” and “Columned Hall,” which were surrounded by a
circular brick buttressed wall. The Central Temple was of a tower-shaped form
with a triangular inner sanctuary. Its floor-space is Y} x Y m, and the walls are still
eight meters high. Near the western corner of this sanctuary, a stepped fire altar
was discovered which was built of mud brick. As is known, the cult of fire was a
common Indo-Iranian legacy, and the temple in Tepe Nush-i Jan is the earliest of
the temple structures in Iran that are known to us (Stronach, Y3A¢ and Y 4Ae),

The rest of our information about Median religion is mainly based on
the Histories of Herodotus and on the personal names of Median individuals.
According to Herodotus (Y,):V), the Magi (magoi < OPers. magu-) were a
Median tribe that provided priests not only for the Medes but also for the Persians.
Thus, they constituted a priestly caste that passed their functions from father to
son. Additionally, at the court of the Median king Astyages they acted as advisers,
dream interpreters, and soothsayers. Thus, apparently, the Magi played a
significant role at the court of the last Median kings (see Herodotus, Y,)+V;
Boyce, Zoroastrianism |1, s.v. magi; Schwartz, pp. 141-4V). As for Median
personal names, Assyrian texts from the 4th and Ath centuries BCE contain
examples in which the first element is familiar from both Old Persian and Avestan:
the Indo-Iranian word arta- (Av. asa- < Ind-Ir. *rta “truth”; q.v.) or theophoric
names with MaZdakku and even the name of the god Ahura Mazda (for
references, see Grantovskii, Y4V+, pp. YeY-1Y; Dandamaev, Y4Y1, pp. Y)1-
\Y; Boyce, Zoroastrianism 11, pp. V¢, \+¢). Classical authors unanimously
regarded the Magi as Zoroastrian priests. Diakonoff (Y3Ae, p. Y€1) assumed that
“Astyages and perhaps even Cyaxares had already embraced a religion derived
from the teachings of Zoroaster (though certainly not identical with his doctrine).”
The majority of scholars, however, do not share this opinion. Mary Boyce
(Zoroastrianism |1, p. YY) even argued that the existence of the Magi in Media
with their own traditions and forms of worship was an obstacle to Zoroastrian
proselytizing there. In all probability, as early as the Ath century, a kind of
Mazdaism with common Indo-Iranian traditions prevailed in Media, to which
specific features of Zoroastrianism were alien, whereas the religion reformed by
Zarathustra started to spread in western Iran only in the first half of the Tth century
BCE, under the last Median kings.
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Contributionsofthe Ayanis
Fortress to Iron Age
Chronology

Aylln U ERDEMV
Atilla BATMAZY

Abstract”

This paper deals primarily with the chronological issues of the
seventh century BC and post-Urartian period from the
perspective of Ayanis Fortress. According 10 dendrochronological
results, Ayanis Fortress was built between 677 and 673 BC. These

dates seem reasonable when we consider the Shupria campaign of

Assyrian king Esarhaddon in 673—12 BC, and the Ayanis temple
inscription which mentions that Rusa deported people from the
lands of Asur. Ayanis Fortress must have been collapsed before
653 BC. This view is supported by a text of Ashurbanipal that
mentions a Urartian King ‘Rusa’, possibly Rusa Ill, relating t0 his
conquest of Elam in 653 BC. After the collapse of Ayanis Fortress,

the local inhabitants continued to live in the Outher Town since

Triangle Ware, a new element, was found together with the
Urartian ceramics. Thus, it is reasonable 10 suggest that the local
people of Ayanis did not abandon the area, but rather
cohabitated with immigrants.

' Deparment of Archaeology Faculty of Letters Ege University lzmir-Bornova TURKEY

aylin.erdem@ege.edu.tr

' Deparment of Archaeology Faculty of Letters Ege University Izmir-Bornova TURKEY

atilla.batmaz@ege.edu.tr
" We wish to thank to Kyle Wagner and Duygu Ulgiit, who assisted us with the English
grammar and syntax of this paper.
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These daver weem veasonable when we consider the Shupria sampaign of Asyréan
feing Enavbweldon i G372 BC, and tle Avands remple insoripiion swhich men-
sigies 18e Rivss slepovied peaple frone the Seads of Asave Ayandis Forivess seost bove
beene colfapeed before 875 RO This viva & supparted by o seet of Asrbanipal
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The aim of this study is to examine the destrucrion level of the Ayanis
Foreeess with the help of philological and archaeological evidence. This
amalysis will include an explormation of the chronolegical onder of the con-
struction of fortresses belonging o Rusa 11, as well a3 & discussion concern-
ing the dates of mansition from the Middle Iron Age to the Lave Iron Age.

The Urartizn Kingdom emerged as a one of the mest influential powers
in Fustern Amaralia from the ninth w sevensh cenoey BCL This iz particus
lagly importan o note because despite the harsh geographical conditions of
the region (Fig. 1), the Urartian Kingdom. which 5 normally associated
with the Middle Iron Age, was able 1o sustain its administrarive mechanism
for around 300 years, The insulaed geography, even though i1 is somewhan
disacdvantageous from the point of sdminserative functionaling! provided a
defensive advantage. These natural defenses were, in part, why the powerful
Assyrian Empire, which had many encounters with the Uramians, was not
able to conquer their kingdom easily,

Excavations in this region usually concentrate on fortreses, and so our
knowledge of Urira primarily concerns the military, administrative and
religious feamures of the kingdom. In this region a type of fortress based set-
tlement system’ was common in this peried, as evidenced by the number of
farrresses than have been excavared in eastern Analiz, Avanis is one such
fortress {Fig, 2), located 35 km from Van city on the sastern shore of Lake
Van, Excavations have been engoing since 1989 under the direction of Prof,
Alan Cilingirophe.” The fortress, which consists of an asex approximartely
1o % 450 moin sive, was built on s rocky hilll 1e is dated 1o the reign of
King Rusa 11 {885~645 BC) Curremly, there are five known Urartian
fortresses belonging vo the reign of Rusa IL These are Karmir-Blur, Bastam,
Kef, Toprakkale and Ayanis (Fig. 3). At this time, the most pressing issue
concerning these fortresses is determining the arder in which Busa huil
them and where Avanis fis ino this chronalogy.

Archaclegical and philolegical evidence indicates that Karmir-Blur was
the first fortress constructed by Rusa 11 This assertion is based on 2 build-
ing inscription From Karmie-Blur which rells us thar R IT buile 2 vemple
far Croad Haldi after this new city Karmir-Blur was esablished. The inscrip-
tion reads:

When Ged Hald) oave the Kingship to me and when § = on the pacernsl
riveal sear, | buils up dus perfecr Gare of Haldi,, ™

! Fimansky e85, pp. g-32; Zimansky 2004, p. 82

E W would like e thank Prof, Cilingimopla for his remendons support and guidance
during the course of our research and the presencarion af this paper.

¢ UKM L 448 Salvini 1980, pp. 2qa-269: Diakonaf 191, pp. 3-21.
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The expression "when T sat on the parermal royal sear” 5 seen as a
chronelogical statement by scholars and so it is believed that the Karmir-
Blur Fortress was the Rrar forerass built by Russ 19 Ar the same fime, Rusa
1T was aware of the facr thar during the reigns of his father Argishti I1, and
his grandfather Rusa I, the Urartian Kingdom had suffered Cimmerian and
Scythian attacks.* It is probable thar he built a foriress to keep this region
wnder cantral,

If Karmir-Blur is the first fortress, whar about the other fortresses!
Archaeclogical and phifclogical information is helpful in determining the
chronelogy of construction. A badlze from Bastam, another forwess of Rusa
O, provides information about the building dates of Bastam and
Tupra]-r}'cﬂ]t'. The insCTiptiom the fadls reads:

T veas, Busa son of Argishi seaed the throne Busahindi in fone of
ilhani....c

The statement “Rusahinili in front of the Cilbani” indicazes that Rusa
had been residing at Bastam in this period, moving later o Toprakkale
{Rusabinili Gilbani-kai /Erck Mountain),” which had just been built.” In a
Kests Gl inscripiion (Fig. 4:1) the city of Toprakkale only was referred o
ag Busahinili, This indicares thar Basram might have been bailt just before
Toprakkale, From the same inscription Fem Bastim we alao have informa-
ton about the chronological erder of Toprakkale and Ayanis. In the Fesis
Gl inseription, which is relared to building of Toprakkale Fortress, only
the term Museldind was used for Toprakkale and no arher distinoive word
was preferred or necessary for i expression. As a result the rerm
“Busahinili in front of the Qilbani” on one of the Gy from Bastam and
on two of the tablets found in Toprakkale® indicate that King Rusa used
this expression for Toprakkale to distinguish it from his other foriresses. He
narmed his previeus buildings with the singular rerm "Rusabinil?’, bur when
Ayanis fortress was built longer descriptions were required o distinguish
between the owo fortresses. That is why he emploved the terms “Rusahinili
in {ront of Gilbani” for Toprakkale and “Rusahinili in front of Eidurn” for
Apanis. Within this comexy, this philological evidence indicares thar the
fortress of Topraklkale was constracied ar an earlier dare than the fores of

* Cilingirgle tans, p.oo9.

1 Sabvini 1988, pp. 3o, g g, o g oz Ba pBage).
4 Twis clay nablers proved this suggemion: UKN [, 284,
7 Cilingirghe and Salvini acar, poo.

*URM L 268
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Ayanis. It is even possible to asserr that the beginning of the construction
of these two fortresses may have begun in almaost the same peried.

Other evidence woneerning the chronological veder of the forrresses is
provided by a connection berween an inscription from Kef Formess” and
the Ayanis temple inscripion.® On the inscription from Kef Foreress {in
Adileevaz), the campaigns of Rusa w the west w0 Hare and Mushki are
mentionad, A similar expression exiors on the Ayanis Temple inscription,
with some notable additions. The Adileevar inscription mentions that King
Ruza deponed wamen and men from the eremy countries, such as Tabhni
{labal), Qrainaru, Mushki, Hae and Haliou, The Ayanis inseription {Fig.
51, however, lists other countries, such as Asuz, Targuni, Eriuni, Shiluquni,
in addition to those lsted o the Adileevar inseriprion. A, Cilingiroglu and
M. Salvini place the date of Kef Forrress earlier than that of Ayanis Forrress
because of the presence of these new country names on the Ayanis inscrip-
tion,"

Based on all of this evidence. the chronclogical crder of the Fortresses is:

1. Karmir-Blur was built before Toprakkale
1. Bastam was built before Toprakkale

3. Ayanis was boilt afrer Kef Formress

4. Ayanis was buil after Toprakkale?

In other words, it is possible to suggest that the chronological sequence
of the construction of the fortresses was as follows: Karmir-Blur, Bastam,
Kl Kalesi, Toprakkale and Awanis.'? As a result, Ayanis Forress is the lasy
Urareian fortress built by Rusa T1

S owhat is the construction date of the Ayanis Fortres? The den-
drochronological studies conducted on weod mamples oollected fvom the
fortress give us the dates G77—673 BOCM I the earliesr wond used vo build
Avanis Foreress can be brackered to these vears, then the fortress must have
been built in 67372 BC. This specific date is based on an Assyrizn inscrip-
tion related o Ruse 11 called the Shupria campaign inscription. Yet i is sill
not known for certain how long Ayanis Forress was in use. Archaeclogical
evidence Trom the forress indicees that ie was wsed only in the pesiod of

3 LIKM I 27

* Salvini aoon, pp. 250261

" Cilingirogh and Salvini 200z, p. 23
= CElngiceEla and Salving seon, oz
* Cilingiragl 200z, p.o 285

% Buriholm and MNewon 200r, p. 2
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Rusa II. Hundereds of ohjects have inscriptions on them saying that they
were dedicated o Haldi by Rusa 11 The sbsence of any other names of
Urartian king confirms thas this fortress was not used afeer Rusa [T Bronze
arrowheads make up one group of these chjects, There are two distinet
groups of broneze arrowheads from Ayanis Fortress: socketed arowheads
and tanged leal arrowheads. Socketed arrowheads [Fig. 6:1} are an impor-
ant group because they inform us abour the destruction of the fortress.
This wype of arrowhead was found in front of the southern forification
walls (Fig. 6:2). While many scholars attribute these types of arrowheads vo
the Scythians, others attibute them to the Cimmerians as well as the
scyihians, According 1o bonh groups, there is no archaeological evidence for
socketed arrowheads before nomadic groups arrived in the region in the
seventh century BC, On the other hand, some scholars believe that rhe
bilobare group of the socketed arrowhezds were produced by the Cimmeri-
ans and trilabate ones by the Scythians, Von der Osten, for instance, sug-
gests that bilobate sccketed arvowhesds came to Anatolia with the Cimeme-
rians.” In contrast. Yamauchi claims that the Scythians produced both
bilobire and tilobite arrowheads, and later the Cimmerians adopred chem
for their own use.” Previously, Piotrovshy suggested that both types were
produced by the Scyrhians.'” The ypes of arrowheads found ar Avanis are
alse attested az other Urartian fortresses. Traditionally, it was believed that
socketed arrowheads from Urartian fortresses were testimony to Scoythian
atzacks on Urarou and not pare of Uartdan weaponry, Recent research, Jiow-
ever, suggests that these iypes of arrowheads might have heen wsed by the
Urartiang as well¥

The waditional view of Urartian histery proposes that the Cimmerians
and Scythians came o eastern Anarolia in the sevench century BC and
fought against the Urartian Kingdom. Yer when we look at the era of Rusa
I it is apparent thar the Urardan Kingdom experienced a shore, brilliant,
and plentifel period. This sivuation was made possible through peacefil
political relationships established with nomadic peoples a5 well as with
Assyria. The relations bevween Ubarn and the Cimmerians in the reign of
Fagsa 11 are o weell knowen, with the exceplion of some mesures 1aken
against the nomadic people by Urarne, However, the archacological evi-
dence from Karmir-Blur proves the existence of some relationships. Accord-
ing 1o one hypothesis, Rusa 1T gave permission 1o the Cimmerians 1o senle

A Derin and Muscarella 2o, pogl.
= Drerin and Muscarells poon, pook,
7 [herin and Muscacelby zoo, p. 12f.
# Dherir and Muscarella zoor, Pp- 20020
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near Lake Sevan.® This policy would have been a block against the Cim-
merians 1o go further sowth and would have heen & measure againat other
noemads who would come from the north, It is probable that the Cimmeri-
ans moved ahead, towand the west and sourhowest, with the permission of
the Urartian king., According o another hypothesis, the Sycthizns who
resided in the Russian Steppes, pushed the Cimmerians from the moun-
taing af Caucasus wwards south, and then, having lose their way, reached
the lands of Medes. According w the annals of Assyria.®® Esarhaddon won
2 battle against Ishpakai, the king of Scythiz, in 6y BC. This inscription
mentions Sycthians coming from Land of Mana, In addition, an inscription
of Rusa [ on a ablen from Topraliale siresses the vear: "Tha year, when
Saga-dummu-tar, the sen of the king of lshgigule Lands, went 1o the land
of Mana". This indicates that there were diplomatic relatiens between
Urarmu and che Syahians, It s possible, then, that the Sorthians, who came
from the north, setded in Mama. Thanks to the agreement between Rusa 1
and Sagastra, the Svethians went wo the lands of Mana withowt facing any
cenflicts, Becawse the Urartian Kingdom allowed the nomads mo pass
through their lands, it reaped tangible benefits. Rusz did not have to wage
war against the Sycthians, thus protecring his country with this astute polit-
ical decision. In addition, Unrme also acquired 2 grear supparter against i
enemy, Assiria®

The historical events cutlined above demonstrate that Rusa IT attempted
0 develop peacefu] relations during his rale. With this in mind, we can
postuibate than the socketed arrowheads may, in facy, point 1o the coopera-
tion between Urertians and Scythians, As sech, although socketed arrow-
heads were found in front of the forification walls both ar Ayanis and
Karmir-Blur, the people responsible for the collapse of the Kingdom might
nor have boen the Sorthaing, bur some other ethnic group.

It may be accepred, then, that the Urartian Kingdom established peace-
ful relaticns with the Cimmerians and Scythians in the seventh century
B, owing to the pelicies of Rusa 11 During his reign, the Urartian King-
dom’ resources and time were directed, 10 2 large exvent, wowards the pro-
duction of metalwork i 1he form of an objecs and weapons, Many bronze
and fron objects were obrained from the fortresses of Rusa 11 The intensisy
of production of bronze art works, in particular, corresponds to the estab-
lishment of commercial reladenships with neighbouring areas. Such rela-
tionships arose from the importation of tin, which is not available in east-

<] I:ilingin:.ﬁlu 1004, 193
= LAR I, 5e7.
# Cilingiroglu oy, p. 1os.
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ern Anatoliz. This suggests thar some commercial ties must have been
eatablished 1o provide tin o the Lianian Kingdom. The source of the rin
probably lay east of Usartw. The tade route pased just south of Lake
Urmia, crossing through Syria, and reaching the Mediterranean, For exam-
ple. Sargon ook 1og tens of bronze objects from the palace and the temple
of Musasic back 1o Assur ar the end of the cghth campaign foughe in 714
BC, The quantity of 1in was not mentoned by Sargon, which may show
that the tin obtinad Fom Musasic was nor remackalde ™ In any case, in
erder to preduce oy tons of bronze, $—4 tons of tin are required.” This is
quite a large amount, indicating that the Urartian Kingdem had a well-
developed commercial mechanism. Curremily we have inadequare informa-
ton regarding this complex organisation in Urartu. Research on bronss
artifacts found at Ayanis demostrates that tin was used not enly o produce
bromee, but also to cover the bronze objects. This may indicate why the
Urartian Kingdom needed to import a great amount of tin.

The inscripticns on the bronze objects from Ayanis illustrate thar the
fortress was used only during the mign of Rusa 11, with no indication that
it was used by the Urartians after this time. Under these circumstances, the
fortress might have cellapsed at the end of the reign of Rusa 11 If we deter-
mine the year in which Rusa 11 was dethroned, then we might be able o
determine the dare of the collapse of Ayanis Fortress. The date traditionaily
grven tor the dethroning s 645 BO but it bs quite possible thar he was
dethroned before this dare because 4o years is a long time span for the reign
of an Urartian king. Also, there are doubis a5 10 whether or not the name
of Busa on the test of Asurbanipal dared 652 BO is Rusa son of Argishei or
Rusa son of Erimena. Taken together, these reasons render uncerrain when
exactly Fasa [T was dechroned.

We do not have sufficient daza to prove if the reign of Rusa IT intersected
with the reign of Asurbanipal. A rexr, inscriled on sone and dated ro
Gey-tir BOC, mentions o certain Busa In iv Rasa 35 said o have sent his
envoys to the festival celebrating defeat of Elam by Asurbanipal in 653 BC
W do noe know which Fusa is vefersed o in this rext. The Rusa men-
voned could e Basa [, the son of Erimena, wha iz also mentioned in
Urartizn inscriptions. If it is Rusa 11, it i possible that Rusa [T mighe have
left the threne before 652 BC, When we consider these possibilites, it
could be argued thar Rusa IF's dethronement was around é55 B.C We then

have two dazes for the dethroning of Rusa 1I: 645 BO and 635 BC. I we

2 Belli 2005, pp- 2144
¥ Belli zoos, P- 44
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assumne the date of dethroning of Rusa IT 1o be 855 BC then Ayanis Foruess
must have collapsed after &35 BC.

The datz from the Fortresses pointing o the period after Busa 1T in the
Lake Vin basin is very limited. At Toprakkale ewo shiekls bear inscriptions,
mentioning Sarduri son of Sarduni. and Rusa son of Edmena.™ Another
inscription that provides us with some information sbout the period after
the reign of Rusa [ comes from Govelek, near Van {Fig, 7h Thanks w a
newly found stele in Givelek, some dara are provided regarding the end of
the Urartian Kingdom.* The inscription belongs to Rusa, the son of Eri-
mena(Fig. 4:2). From earlier inscriptions, Eimenas son Rusa is zccepted as
the last king with a building inscripnion. From Sarduri T ro Rusa I, apar
from the roval building inscriptions, we do not have a list of Urartian kings,
The Givelek inseription 3 concerned with a hpdraulic project, including a
canal and a dam.

There are no other ephigraphic data pointing to the periad after the
reign of Rusa [ in eastern Anaelia, Though the simation for Trancauwcasia
annd northwestern Iran is not much different, there is more evidence poing-
ing to possible kings following Ruse. Some Inscriptions frem Karmir-Blur
and Bastam menticning Sarduri son of Sarduri® as well as some clay
tablets from Bastam saying Rusa son of Rus, ™ point wo Sarduri TV and
Rusz IV, Another inscription mentions thar Rusa, son of Erimena, built
granaries in Armavir and Arin-berd: “King Russ, son of Erimena built up
this granary. 8848 kapi it has (in i

Drespite all of these written records dated 1o the period after Russ 11,
there are some fortresses which were not used after his reign, This suggests
that the Urartian Kingdom might have begun to disintegrare afier the reign
of Rusa IT and perhaps they no longer even performed the anribures of
kingship.

As mentioned above, Ayanis Fortress was not occupied after Rusa 1T was
dethroned. Yer there is some evidence which shows thar one part of 1he
Chaver Tonrn ol Ayanis, Pinarbag {(Fgs 8-g), was ocoupied daring the Pos-
Urertian Period, According te B Zimansky and E. Stone whe excavate in

LK 1, Ry, 2ko, 2oo—aada-h; URR I1, 258,
4 Salvini 2coz, pp. 122123

KM I, g5y, 2tc

= Pierrovskii 1059, po1gd

2 UKK I, 58,

@ Steme, Zimansky 2ccapp stz
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the Churer Town of Ayanis, the archirecture belonging vo the Post-Urarrian
Perid was weak and consisted of mevely some additional walls and very
small decr seckers. Addinionally, three sherds of Thangle Ware (Fg. 10}
were found in this area® Triangle Ware has been found on ether mounds
in the Lake Van Basin 2s well. Van Fortress mound phase [z, for cample,
has ihis pottery independent of the architecture. Ancther example can be
found ar the mound of Karagiindiiz, where the third architecrural level is
defired 25 belonging o the Late Iren Age. In spite of the face thar there was
no solid architecture in this level, it has several grain pits like those of the
construction phase of Yaniktepe in Iran®

It has not yet been derermined if there was a hiasus between the Urar-
tan period and the Post-Urartian period at Pinarbags, Ayanis. However, the
grear majoriey of the ceramics from this context s not different from Urare-
tan wares. Likewise, 5. Kroll, who has recently worked ar Horom, supgpesis
thar Urartian ceramics continued after the collapse of the kingdom.™ The
result of necent research in Armenda also demoenstmres that second gualioe
Urartizn Ware dates 1o the Late Iron Age. Therefore it is not surprising that
Triangle Ware from Pinarbagi was found together with Urartian ceramics. Tr
is probalde thar the use of the radivional Umretian cerpmics enended
through the Post-Urartian Period and overdapped with the introduction of
the Triangle Ware tradition.

S what might be the date of the Post-Urartian period of the Ouer
Tiwn at Avanis? The first mention of this ceramic group was in Hasanlu
HEA, Burney suggests that the date of Triangle Ware must be arcund oo
BC. However, the calibrated radiocarbon dates from Hasanlu HIA point o
around s00 BC and later Trangle Ware came into use in the period fol-
bowing the collapse of the Urirtian Kingdom, Although the definite dawes
concerning castern Anarolia are oot known, the Upper Tigns Walley
province has yielded related ceramies from the time after the Neo-Assprian
pericd. Their relation with the former levels, howeves, iz undelined s
According 1o the dara Teom the Ouner Town of Ayanis, the remains of the
so-called Post-Urartian period lie direely on top of the architecure of the
Urartian peried, One of the Urartian structures was even used in the Post-
Urartian period after being modified. The excavators suggest thar the Ourer

= Sevin 1ggE, ppe pre-Try

1 Personal communication with 3, Krall,
" Young 65, pp. s3-5L.

 Bevin tug®, pp. vaépor.
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Town was constructed direcily after the collapse of the fortress. If we
assme that Ayanis Fortress was destroyed immediately afier the dethroning,
of Rusa 11 arcund épg B, then we nead to determine how many vears the
Ohiter Town existed after the time of destruction of the Ayanis Fortress,

At this poing, we must consider the position of the Pinarbas arca in
which Post-Urrtian materials were obmined, Pinarbagi les on 2 doping
area ardl it is open ro the effects of erosion, According ro our personal
observations during the excavarions, the outline of the architectural remains
can easily be seen on the surface without any excavations, Therefore, it is
maost likely that the people who had broaught the vadition of Triangle Ware
with them to the Outer Town of Apanis wers faced with standing Urartian
structures, Yet we do not have definite daea that indicates whether the Urar-
tians had still been living in this area when the communicy bearing Trian-
gle Ware arrived at the Outer Town. However, if we accept as indicative of
specific populations the fact thar the Trangle Ware was found wgether with
the Urartian ceramics of the Late Iron Age, then it is reasonable to think
that the local people of Ayanis had not abendoned the area and simply con-
tinued to live together with the immigrants. Three sherds of Triangle Ware,
Thowarever, are not safficient w confirm such spaculation.

In conclusion, when we rake into consideration the evidence belonging o
the Tose Uramian period ar Avanis, the beginning of that pericd should be
placed in the stech cenmry BO, ar least for Agyanis, Furure excavarions that
are planned For the Orerer Town will enable ws o carify this issue fueder,
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KEFKALESI URARTU YERLESIMININ
TARIHSEL ARKA PLANI

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF KEFKALESI
URARTIAN SETTLEMENT
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Ozef

Uvarinca ismi Haldiei URU ““8Ziugquni (Zinguni Ulkesi ‘ndeki Haldi nin kenti)
olan Kefkalesi, 1964 — 1974 willan arasinda yamlan arkeolofik kozdar somicu
fasmen  acifa  qkardenghr. Famlan  avkeolgiik  ve  filolojik  arastirmalar,
Kefkalesi'nin MO, 685-645 yillart arasinda hokam surdngn kabul edilen Urartu
kraly Argidti'nin oflu Rusa tarafindan inga ettivildiging orvtava koymugiur, Yerlegim
tarihing, insa edilme stivecini, ingasmda izetcd olarak calstindan insanlarin efnik
Kimligini ve yerlegimin dnemli vamlarin yeniden analiz etmek suvefivle Keflalesi ni
tarthsel bir gergeve foerisine olwrtmak bu galmaomn kapsaom ve  gmacim
olusturmaktadir. Tarifsel codrafra baslaminda geemigi, ML XIL yizmbla ik
yaristra dayanan ve Adileevaz yaresivie ilighilendivilen Ziuguei flkest, Kefkalesi ‘nin
tarihse! arka plamm lespit efmelk igin dnemll ipuglar sunmalktadir.

Analitar  Kelimeler:  Zivguni,  Adilcevar,  Fefralesi,  Rusa,  dyanis,
Dendrokronolafi, Tabal Hate, Muski, Halitn,

Abstract

Kefkealesi, Haldiei URU Y Zinguni (City of Haldi in Ziuguni Lond) in
Urartian, has been parily excavated during the archaeological excavations made
between the years 1964 and 1974, Archaeological and philological studies have
demonsrated that Kefkalesi had been built by Rusa, son of Urartian King Argidts,
wha has been reigned during 685-645 B.C. The aim and scope of this study is to take
Kefkalesi in a historical frame by reanalysing seftlement hisiory of Keffalesi,
construction process, effwicity of construction workers and sighificant buildings in

* Dy, Bidis Eren Universitesi, Fen - debivar Fokilfresi, Kl Parlddarim  Korima ve
Onarym Baliama, serdoganidben edu.ir
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the seftlement. Zinguni Land, that has been related with the region of Adilcevaz and
historical geagraphy of which goes back to first half of the XTI century B.C, gives
important clies to determine the historical background of Keflralesi.

Key Words: Ziuguni, Adilcevaz, Kefkulesi, Rusa, Ayanis, Dendrochronology,
Tabal, Hated, Muskd, Halifn

Girig

Keikalesi. Van Golivniin kozeybath kivisimda, Bitlis iline bagh
Adileevaz™in 6 km. kuzeyindeki 550 m. yikseklifinde volkanik bir tepe
izerinde yer almaktadw. Denizden vitksekligi 2270 m. olan kaleve erigim
sadece kuzey yéniinden miimkiindiir. Emin Bilgic ve Baki Ogiin’iin
bagkanlik ettigi bir ¢kip taralfindan 1964 yilinda baslavan kaledeki kaz
galiymalar, 1974 vilina kadar devam etmigtic. Gergeklestinlen arkeolojk
kazilar sonucu Kefkalesi verlegiminin Urartu krali Argidti'nin oflu Rusa
tarafindan inga ettirildigi anlagilmigtir. Urartuca ismi “Haldiei URU
KUEZ juquni (Ziuquni Ulkesi’ndeki Haldi’nin kenti)” ! olan Kefkalesi, boyutu
ve biinyesindeki yapilarin mitelifinden étirlt Urariu @ilkesinin Snemli bir
gehrn hitviyetindedir.

Kefkalesi'nin ingasmda sosyal statiis@a belli olmayan uzak ilkelerden
getirilen kadinlar ve erkekler gabstrilmigt. Bununla birlikte ggiicii olarak
kullanilan bu insan topluluklar, nsasinda gorev aldiklar Kefkalesi'nde
1skin ettinlmiglerdir,

Kefkalest yerlesimi halkindan bir grubunu teskil edecek olan séz
konusu Urartulu olmayan niifus, askern bir sefenn sonucunda  getiribmisg
olabilir®, Ancak toplu niifus aktarmu ile sonuglanms bévle bir seferden va
da askeri bir zaferden Urartu ¢ivi vazih kaynaklarimin séz etmedifini not
etmek gerekir. Bununla birlikte Urartu Krallifs sinrlarn diginda bulunan
genig bir cografi yelpazedeki s6z konusu insan topluluklannmm, barggl

UL M. Digkenoff — 5. M. Kashkal, Geographical Names According to Upartian Texts
(Répertoive Géographique des Textes Cunéiforses IX), Dr. Ludwig Reichert WVerlag,
Wiesbaden, 1981, 5, 105,

® Hate, Muski, Halitu flkelerinden insanlann getirilip Kefkalesi'ne yerlestirilimesi, gesitli
aragtirmacilar  tarafindan mmnen de olsa Urartn kealvwn asken  bir gingimiyle
iliskilendinlmistir. Bkz, A. Qilingiroglu, Urartda Toplu Nifius Aktanmlar™, Aradaf
Aragrenalars 13, 1983, 5. 316, 862 konusu nitfusun esirlerden olustuguna dair bir poris
icin bkz P, Zimansky, “An Urartian Ozvmandias™ Biblical Arehaeologist 5872, s 97, E.
Konaker, “Urartu Kralbh@f'mn Ekonomik ve Sivasi Yaplanmasinda Toplu Nifus
Aktanmlan™, Afran Cilingirogin wa Avmagon, Yulkar: Deniz Kyesmda Uvarm Evallifna
Admmey Biv Havat Ed, H, Saglamtinmr ve diferleri, Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinlan, Istanbul,
2009, s 340, 342; O Aver “Urartu [skmnda Esir Niafus™ Toplumesal Tarify 274, 20106, s
T3,
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vollarla geldikleri yva da getirildikleri véniinde bir degerlendirme yapmak
in de elimizde tatmin edici bir veri yvoktur, Bu baglamda Kefkalesi
vazitinda belirtilen igglici niffusunun getirildikleri dlkelerin lokalizasyonu,
aydmmlatilmaya ihtivag duyulan Snemli bir problemi olusturmaktadir.
Keflalesi'nin tarihsel arka planmi elimizdeli veriler 118mda daha eksiksiz
bigimde anlayabilmek igin Adileevaz yoresinin uzak tarihine géiz atmak ve
Kefkalesi'nde arkeolojik arastumalar sonueu agiga cikanlms kalintilan
farkh bir bakis agisiyla yeniden ele almak gereklidir.

Ziuguni (Zingun/Ziqunu) Ulkesi

“Zinquni Ulkesi'ndeki Haldi’nin kenti (Haldiei URU " Ziuquni)”
anlamindaki ifadeyle belirtilen Kefkalesi'nin, iginde ver aldifn Zingum
iilkesi Adileevaz™t da igine alan vireyle es tutulmaktadu”. Adilcevaz véresi
va da Urartuca adiyla Ziuquni iilkesi, cofrafi konum bakimindan Van
Golin " niin kuzeybati kivisin olusturmaktadr, Ziuguni, ayn zamanda Urarto
Kralhgi'min bativa agildigi bir rota drzerinde ver almaktaydi Ziuquni’nin
Urartu panteonu agisindan énemi ise [dpuini ve Menua'nin ortak krallik
doneminde (M.O. 820-810) vapilnus Meher Kapr Yazit'ndaki Zi-qu--ni
adesinden  yami Ziqumi'nin bir tann adi olarak  Kaydedilmesimnden
kaynaklanmaktadu®. Buradaki iligki, tanmlara vonelik bir kurban listesi
niteligindeki Meher Kapr Yaai'nda bir safar (GU) ve 1ki koyun (2 DL
ile gereflendinilmis tamn Zigumi’nin,  Zinqum ilkesinden adim almasina

dayanmaktadir.

Ziuquni iilkesinin gegmigi M.O. XIII yiizyilin ilk yarisina degin
uzanmaktadir. Séz konusu tilke, Asur krali I. Sulmanu-agared (M.O. 1274-
1245Ye ait kayitlarda Zingun adivla Urartu adinm Sncitli formundaka
Uruatri igerisinde ver alan sekiz iilke isminden biri olarak amlmaktadu®,
Asur hikimiyetine kars: ayaklanan Zingun, -diger Uruatri iilkeleri gibi- soz
konusu Asur kralh tarafindan boyunduruk altina almnus, kaleleri tahrip
edilerek insanlarma ve mallarina el konulmugtur’. Orta Asur Déneminde

¥ Diakonoll — Kashkal, RGTC IX, 1981, 5. 105

4 Hehl 10, UKN 27, KUUEN 38, CTUTA 3-1.

M. Salvini, “The Historical Background of the Urartian Momment of Meher Kapmsi™,
Anatelion fron Ages 3, Ed A Cilingiroglu - D. H. Fremch, The Bnhsh Insbitute of
Archasology at Ankara, Ankara, 1994, s 206 M. Riemschneicler, “Die urartiischen
Gottheiten™ Orientalio 32, 1963, 5. 1536, A, Buhaly, “Egy urartui istenkataldgus: A Meher
Kapisi-telirat”™, Sic fur dd dstea 1-2, 2000, s 74,

Metnin bagindaki “A&Sur, Efendi, ona tapan beni igtenlikle seqtii, kralivet asasim bana
verdigi waman " ifadesi, seferin 1 Salmanasar’mn tahta skhgn MO 1274 yhna
tarthlenmesi 1gmn delil olustumir. Blke A, K. Grayson, dssveian Riders of the Third and
Second Millennia BC (to 1115 BC) University of Toronfo Press, Toronto, 1987, A077.11
22 M. Salvini, Naiei e Divfidaird, Ediziond Dell” Ateneo, Roma, 1967, 5. 24-25, 25 dn. 3lc.
Grayson, RIMA § 19387, A0.77.1 1 22-446,

o
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diger bir atif, Zigunu formuyla Asur krali Ag$ur-bél-kala (M.O. 1073-1056)
dénemine aittir®.

Adileevaz yoresinde Urartu imar faalivetlerine yonelik ele gegen en eski
vazili belge I Argidti (MO, 786/780 -756) zamanma aittir. S6z konusu
yazil belge Adilcevaz ilge merkezinin 27 km. dogusunda bulunan Kavustuk
{Aringkus) Kovii'nde ele geemis bir vazit pargasidi”. Formundan tiirii bir
kaide fizerine oturtuldugu anlasilan vazit, harabe durumundaki bir kilise
kalintis1 igerisinde bulunmustur. Kavustuk Yamti'min yer aldifn kdvin
giineydogusunda Ziyarettepe (Terhan) adi verilen bir Urarlu yerlesmesi
saptanmistir'®, Burada Urartu mimarisi zellikleri gosteren dikdorigen planh
bir oda (16 m. x 12 m.) ve muhtelif yapilara ait kava temel izleri
izlenebilmekte olup tzerinde toplanan ganak ¢dmlek pargalar Orta Demir
Cagi'na tarthlendirilmekiedir®. Fonetik  benzerlikien  yola  gikilarak
Aringkus™un, Urartu Krallifi'mn ik bagkentlerinden olan  “Urartu’lu
Aramu'nun krali kenti™® Arzaskun ile idantifive edilmesi Baki Ogin
tarafindan énerilmisgtir'?,

Adileevaz yoresindeki Kimbet Hayik", Kafirkale' ve Adilcevaz
nekropolit® Urartu dénemi ile ¢agdas dteki Orta Demir Cag kalintilarm
temsil etmektedir.

Kefkalesi Yerlesiminin Onemli Yapilar:

Kale, sitadel ve sitadelin dogusunda uzanan agagi sehirden olugmaktadir
(Resim -1)"7. Sarp bir tepe iizerine kurulu Kefkalesi'nin topografyasmna

B A K Grayson, dssyrian Rulers of the Early First Millenion BC (1114-359 B,

University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1991, A 089 2 (8-18). Asur kayvnaklannda Zimgun ve

Zigunu formlanvla amlan ver adlarimn Zieged ile olan ozdezligi konusunda bke

Drakonoll - Kashkar, RGTC LY, 1981, s 105

Yamt metni, Urartoca bir lanetleme  kalibim icermektedir, A, Cevlan - M.

Ceylan,"Kavugtok Yamt ve Deferlendirilmesi * Belga 1, 2015, s, 1-5;, K Isk, “A

Fragmentary Stela of the Urartian King Argist [ found in Anngkus, to the Necthwest of

Van Lake™ Zeitselieifi fiir Assyriclogie wund Vorderariatisehe Arehdologie 10572, 2013, s,

215-219,

0. AL Bumney, “Urartian Fortresses and Towns in the Van Region”, dnarolion Studies 7,
1957, 5. 43 Fig. 1 no, 235,

WA Czfirat, “1997 Yl Mus-Bitlis Yieey Amghrmas: Tung ve Demir Caglan™ X7
Arastvrma Sonuelon Toplans 11, Ankara, 1999, 5, 4,

= A, K. Grayson, Asswian Rulers of the Eorly First Millenivm BC IT (835-743F BC,
University of Toronte Press, Toronto, 2002, A0 102211 48,

13 B Ogin, “Urartular™, Trirk Ansiklopedivi cilt 33, 1984, s, 40,

14 Opfirat, XFT AST [T 1999 5 4.

¥ Bumey, 1957, 5. 43, 51

16 B, Qain, “Die Urartdischen Gritber in der Gegend von Adileevaz und Fatnos™, The
Proceedings of the Xth International Congress of Classical Arehweclogy I TTK, Ankara —
izmir, 1973, 5. 61-67 {Tafeln 25-32).

L]



Ayl b @l 5 s oSl — sl i okl Ol 0 S laszl

L)

Kefkalesi Urartu Yerlesiminin Tarihsel Arka Plam 3

uygun olarak kademeli sekilde insa edilmig bibyilk bir Urartu sarayi ortaya
¢ikartmgtir'®. En az 40 odas: bulunan (bununla birlikte 140 odas: olduguna
mamlan), @y farkli teras ditzlemine mga edilen sarayin, tabamndaki seviye
farkliifindan dolay: bazi verlerde iki veya iig, gimevde ise dirt kath
olabilecegi belirtilmigtit™, Saray olarak degerlendirilen vap: igerisinde
hafirleri tarafindan “Yukan Salon™ ve “Asag Salon” olarak adlandirilan iki
onemli bislim belirlenmistir™. Asag salonda gergeklestirilen kazilarda ele
gegen mavi, kirmizi, sar1 ve bevaz renkli fresk buluntularn, duvarlarin -
zamaninda diger Urartu saraylarinda oldugu gibi - fresklerle kaph oldugunu
adstermektedir’’. Arkeolojik kazilar sonucunda saray yapismin gevresinde 9
adet rélyefli blok ele pegmistir (Resim - 2). Bu rilvefli bloklarm
korunabilmig olanlarm tizerinde goyle bir yazit bulunmaktadu*.

1 Phal-di-ni-ni al-su-i-§i-ni "ru-sa-a-§e ar-gis-te-hi-ni-ge i-ni

2 12 a-§i-hu-si-e za-du-ni qar-bi-e §i-li ma-nu i-i a-i-e-e-i

3 LUGAL-ge za-da-la-ni §a-ki "hal-di-i-fe i-zi-du-a-ni i-e-ie za-du-bi
4 "ry-sa-a-[3e] a-li a-lu-S¢ i[ni DUB-t]e ti-li-¢ a-mi-ni-ni "UTU-ni-§e

“Haldi'nn giiciiyle Argisti oflu Rusa, bu asthusi® cvini insa elii
Kayaya dokunulmamugtn (7). Oneeka bir kral buraya (daha once) hughir gey

U Bumey, 1957, s 30-51; E. Bilgis - B, Ofan, “1964 Adileevazr Kef Kalesi Kazilan™
Arnadofu 8, 1904, 5. 00,

L Z, Clzmeli Ofiin, “Adileevaz Kel Kalesi (1964 - 1974}, DTCF Avkeoloji Bdltimii Tarihgesi
ve Kazdare (1936 — 2041), Ed. O, Bingdl - A. Oetan - H. Taskaran, Anadolu/Anatolia Ek
1. 2, Ankara, 2012, 5. 288,

B, Oftn, “Die urartiischen Paliiste und die Bestattungsbrauche der Urartier™ Palest wnd
Hiiste, Beitrage zum Baven wnd Wolmen im Altertim, Verlag Phalipp von Zabern, Mainz,
1982, 5. 217.

® Ciemeli Ofim, DTCF Arkeclofi Béltmii Tarifigesi ve Kazdars, 2012, 5. 288

2 OEn, Palast vad Heirte, 19823, 217,

2 M. Salvini, “T'he Inscription of the Urartian King Rusa 11 at Kefkalesi (Adilcevaz)”, Studs
Micenei ed Egeo-Anatolici 4001, 1998, 5. 124,

% Bir yap ismi olarak afifusi konusunda goris birligi meveut degildic. flk olarak F. W,
Kdng, “sivi libasyon kiilt yen” olabilecefine yonehk goris belirhmughr, Bke Hebhl s 74,
145, Buna benzer bir dnerivi “icki kurbam kit veri” ifadesivle E. Bilgis ve B, Ofin
tarafindan dile getirilmistir. Bkz, E. Bilgis — B. Ofin, “Adilesvaz Kef Kalesi Tkina
Mewvsim Kazlan {1965)", dradofu 15 1965, 5. 89, Diger taraftan M. Salvini’ye gére
abihusi binalan situnlu yaplar olup, “depo yamst”, “silo” gibi miman unsudar ile
iligkalidir, Blkz. Salvini, 1998, 5, 126, Buna karsin G. Wilhelm - R, Akdo@an, Urarfuca afihi
ve Hurrice a2dge kelime kdklenini esas alarak bu yapinin giphe gitirmeksizin “zivafet
salomu yaps™ oldudom ifade etmislerdir, Bkz G, Wilhelm — R Akdogan “Eine Inschrift
Argists [ mit Erwihmung adifusi - Gebiudes™ Sudi Micenei Ed Egeo-dnaralici 53, 2011,
8 226-227,
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inga etmemisti. Haldi emir verdiginde (bunu) ben vaptim. Rusa der ki: Her
kim bu yazit1 yok ederse Gilnes Tanris: onu vaksin!

Kefkalesi sarayimn bir bagka dnemli buluntusu ise i situ olarak cle
gegen kiiplerdir. Birbirine bagl iig ayrt mekinda glimgifina gikarilmig 170
adet depo kilpit islevli pitoslar, variya kadar topragin igine gomili olarak ele
gegmig olup, bunlarmn vitkseklikleri 1. 90 — 2.03 m. arasinda degismektedir
(Resim - 3). Soz konusu depo kilplerinin bazilanmin dudak-agiz kisminda
hacimlerini belirten yazit bulunmaktadir (Resim - 4)%. Kefkalesi'nde agiga
cikarilan bir depo kipl tzerinde - 4 agargi 4 terusi Y2 - ibaresi yer
almakiadwr. Bir agargi birmumin 240 — 290, bir ferusi biriminin ise 29 litrelik
bir deferinin oldugu dikkate alinwsa, bir Kefkalesi depo kipii ortalama
olarak 1000 litrenin {izerindeki bir hacme karsihk gelmekiedic™. Bu
hesaplamadan yola ¢ikarak Kefkalesi deposunun toplam hacminin 200.000
litre civarnda oldugunu Snermek mimkindiir (Resim - 3). Bu pitoslarm
sadece garap saklamak igin degil, ayni zamanda tahil ve vag depolamak igin
de kullamildig dissimiilmektedir®’,

Kefkalesinin 2 km. kuzeybatisinda bulunan Kirea Gol'deki baraj setd,
Kefkalesi'nin su ihtivacim kargilamak igin vapilmig olmalidie™. Bu set, vari
kiklopik taglardan olugan hargsiz ¢ duvardan ve aralanindaki toprak
dolgudan meydana getiribmigtir. Baraj seti 37 m. boyunda olup her bir
duvarin kalinligi 3-3.5 m. arasmdadu™.

M Salvini, 1998, 5. 124. Buna karsin daha eski bir galisma olan E. Bilgie — B, Ofinin
gevirist su gekildedir. “Tann Haldi'nin biniikligi sayesinde Argshdiin oflu REusas bu igla
kurbam killt werini inga etti. Zemini bakamsiz bir duromda idi, . degildi. Ben Rusas inga
ettim, Her kim ki bu kitabey tahrip ederse. ... herhangi bir yere......, tann Haldi*nin bana
emanet ethfi seyleri... ... ederse, Gines Tanns: Uty tarafindan matwedilsin 1™ Bke, Bilgig -
Oiin, 1963, 5. 8,

4 E}gm FPalast und Hine, 1982, 5. 217-218. Kefkalesi depo kiplennin agiz kistimdaki
hacim Glgt binmlen igin bkz M. Payne, Urartian Measures of Folume, Ancient Near
Eastzm Sfucies Supplement 14, Peaters, Louvain - Paris - Dudley, 2005, s, 63-68.

% Urartu 6y birimlen agargd ve ferws 1gin temsil edebilecegi degerler konusunda blee. M. R,
Payne, “Urartu Hacim Olgitleriyle ligili Yeni Bulgular™ Tk Fekigag Bilimleri Enstinisi
Haberler 13, 2002, 5 1 wdd.: H. Saglamtinmr, “The volumes of some Urartian pithei™
Anatolian fron Ages 5, Edited by A Cilingiroglu — Go Darbyshire, Bnhish Institute at
Ankara, Loncon, 2005, 5. 139 vdd.

a ﬁgun, Palasr wnd Hiltte, 1982, 5. 218, Clzmel @gﬁn, DTCF dvkeclafi Baliimi Tarilgesi ve
Fazdars, 2012, 5. 288.

® B, 080N, Ven'de Urerty Swlama Tesisleri ve Sonram (Semivamis) Kanali, Anadolu
Yayinevi, Ankara, 1970, s 41, 42.

# OFan, 1970, 3, 42, Res. 3, Lev, XVI-37,
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Kefkalesi (Tapinak) Yazit

Kefkalesi ve Ayanis (Rusahinili Eiduru-ka / Eiduri 6ntindeki Rusa’nm
sehri)™" yerlesimlerinin Urartu krali Argiiti’nin oglu Rusa’ya ait aym ingaat
programinin bir parcas: oldufuna ve aym sivasi gelismelerin sonucu inga
edildifine her iki kalede bulunan yaztlar tamklik etmektedir. Kefkalesi
vazth stelleri®’, Ayanis Tapmak Yaziti** ile igerik yoninden biyik
paralellik gdstermektedir. Giris bélimii, giris boliminden sonraki
fragmanlar ve iggticli niifusu saglanan pek ok ilke adi Kefkalesi Yaziti'nn
Ayanis Tapmak Yaziti ile olan paralelliginin unsurlanni olusturmaktadu™,
Bununla beraber her iki verlesimde bulunan vapilarin fonksivonu da benzer
dzellikler tasimaktadir™, Avanis tapmak avlusundaki fil ayaklarna paralel
olarak Kefkalesi'ndeki tagryic: unsur gérinimindeki fil ayaklarinin, heniiz
agifia ¢ikarilmarmis standart tipli bir Urartu tapmaginin pargasi olabilecedi
snerilmistir’®.  Adileevaz yakinlarnnda bulunan 3.5 m. vitksekligindeki

A, Cilingiroglu — M. Salving, “Rusahiml m Font of Mounl Exduni: The Urarlian Fortress of
Avams (Tth Century BoC)™, Studi Micenei Ed Egeo Anetolict XXRV, 1995, 5, 111 vdd.

I Kefkalesi igin bkz, Hehl 128, M. R Payne, Urartr Civivazili Belgeler Katalogn, Arkeoloji
v Sanal Yawinlan, Istanbul, 2006, 12.2.1; F. Hulin, “Mew Urartian Inscripions [tom
Adilcevar”, dstolior Studies 9, 1959, 5, 189 vl

# Avanis Yazh igin bk Payne, 2008, 12219, CTUL A 124, A 12411

M. Salvini, “Reconstruction of the Susi Temple, at Adilcevaz on Lake Van™, A view from
the Highlands, Arehavological Studies in Honow of Charles Burney, B by A, Sagona -
Ancient Near Eastern Studies Supplement 12, Peeters, 2004, 5. 257 vd,, 267-270 (Fig_ 5-8);
T, Tanyeri-Erdemir, Condinity, Chge, mrd Innovation: Considering the Agency of Ruse
I1 in the production of the Inperial dvt and Avchitectre of Urarty in the ™ Contiry B.C
Docloral Dissertation,  Boston Universily Graduale School of Ars and Science, 2005, s
198,

M Balvini, Archaeclogical Smdies in Honour af Charles Burney, 2004, s. 250 vdd. Ayanis ve
Kefkalesi vamtlannda belirtilmis yabane filkelerden getirilen insanlar icin Urartuea - pary
filli kullanibmigtr, Bu fiile M, Salvini tarafindan “deporte etmek, getirmek™ anlamlan
yiklenmistir. Bke M. Salvimi, “Momumental Stone Insenptions”, Ayanis I, Ten Fears’
Excavations of Rusahinidi Eidw-kai 1989 - 1995, BEd A, Cilingirogln — M, Salvini,
Documenta Asiana VI, Roma, 2000, 5. 261, CTUL A 12-1 VL A 12-1411

¥ Kars. A Cilingirogly, “Temple Area”, Avanis I Ten Years' Excavations at Rusahinili
Eidvru-kei 7989 - 7995, Ed A, Cilingiroglu — M, Salvini, Documenta Asiana VI, Roma,
2001, s. 37 vdd: A Cilingiroglu, “Storerooms™, dwvanis [ Ten Fears™ Excovations at
Rusahinili Fiduru-kai 1989 - 1995 Ed. A, Cilingirogle - M. Salvin, Docomenta Asiana
VI, Roma, 2001, 3. 67 vdd; Cilingirogha - Salvini, 1995, 5. 115 vd.

¥ Kefkalesi'ne yénelik son vapilan arashrmmalar sonucunda, dncesinde iki kath bir saray
vapst olarak deferlendirilen il avakh mekdnlarin ashinda standart tipli bir Urara
tapimagimn avlusu olabilecegine yénelik goris agithk kazanmoshr. Kono hakkimda bke. B
Mayer - Opificius, “Gedanken zur Bedeutung des Urartiischen Ortes Kefkales”, Istanbuler
Mitteilungen 43, 1993, 5. 273 vy V. Sevin, “Adlilesvaz Kef Kalesi Sarayt Uzerine Bir
Not”, Emin Bilgic Hatea Kitaby, Yayma Hazrlayanlar O, Aslanapa - E. Thsancghy, [SAR,
istanbul, 2000, s, 305-308,
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ortostatin®’, Kefkalesi Tapmagi'na ait kapr fasadmi olusturdugu  6ne
stirilmiigtiir (Resim - 6). Buna gére tapinagm kapt fasadinin her iki yaninda
kargihikh iki koruyucn nitelikteki bu kabartmali ortostatlar bulunmaktaydh
(Resim - 7y"*. Bununla baglantih olarak Kefkalesi yazit pargalarimn mimari
baglamda ait oldugu asil yerin, bir tapmak duvar: oldugn ifade edilmistir™.
Avanis Tapinak Yaziti'na gire eksik kisimlan tamamlanmig olan Adileevaz
(Tapinak) Yaziti'min yapilabildigi dlgiide terciimesi su sekilde verilebilir

{(Resim - 8):

“.bu ler.. Argisti oflu Rusa, Ziuguni Ulkesi'nn Haldi Schri'm
yaptirdi. Argigti oglu Rusa der ki: Digman iilkesinden kadmlar gtiardim...
Muski, Hati ve Halitw illkelerinden halk (7). bu kale, aynea bu gehirlen ...
bu kaleye ekledim. Highir zaman .. bunlarin herhangisine (hi¢ kimse
katalik etmesin). Argidti oflu Rusa der ki: Tanm Haldi ... bana sundu (7).
Tann Haldi igin bu giiglit islert yvaptim. Tanrn Haldi'nin biviilkliga ile
Argifti oglu Rusa, gigli kral, biyik kral, Bianili Ulkesi'nin krals,

- e > o Al
itlkelerinin kral vie Tugpa Schri'nin kahramanidu ™,

Kefkalesi Niifusunu Olusturan Insan Gruplarinin Etnik Kokeni

Argifti'nin - ofly Rusa’mn  vazillanna  gire  Kelkalesi'min  inga
edilmesinde ¢aligtinilip iskin ettirilen insan topluluklarmin geldikleri verler
SURLuluinant, "V Etiuni, """ Tabla(ni), """ Qamaru, *"*Muski(ni'c), *"*Hate,
FUR alitu ve *"*Siluqu(ni) iilkelerinden olusmaktadu™. Halitu tilkesi diginda
sdzit edilen Glkeler Ayanis Tapmak Yazt metninde de anilmakla®™ beraber
Ayanis Yazit'ndan farklh olarak Kefkalesi vazith stellerinde """*Tarquni

A Bumey - G R Lawson, “Urartian Reliefs at Adileevaz, on Lake Van, and a Rock
Feliel from the Karasu, near Birecik”, Anarolion Stedies 8, 1958, 5. 211 wdd.

L Sandl, “Torschiitzends Genien in Urartu™, drehoeologisehe Mitteilungen aus Iran (Neue
Folge) 7, 1974, 5 115 wddd, 116 Abb. 15 UL Seidl, “Urartidische Bauskulpmren™, dapecty of
Art and Teonegrapy: Anatolia and its Neighbors, Stdies in Honor of Nimer Ozgiig, Edited
by M. J. Mellink - E. Porada — T. Ozgilg, Tirk Tanh Kuunm, Ankara, 1993, 5. 557 v,
558 fig. 2. Buma karsin M. Salvin, ortostatlann kapy fasadim degil, tapinaga giden
koridorun dig viinde olabileceging snermmektedr. Bl Salvim, Adrcheeological Snudies in
Honour of Charles Bwrney, 2004, 5. 248, 267 fig, 5.

¥ Balvind, drchaeological Studies in Honowr of Charfes Burney, 2004, s. 249 vdd.; Tanyeri-
Erdamir, 2003, s. 197-198.

S8 Payne, 2006, 12.1.1; UKN 278, Yazit biitiinliiinin komnamamis olmasindan &t tam
olmayan bu terciime, CTU A 12-4 I[I'nin transkripsiyomnuna karsihk gelmektedir.

1 Payng, 2006, 12,11, CTU L A 12-4 11,

W Payne, 2006, 12.2.19; Salvini, Ayanis [, 2001, s. 258 (Ay- susi. Section VI, CTUL A 12-1
VI Adi gegen filkelerden toplu nitfus aktanm vapldigima yénelik bl A Cilingiroglu —
M. Salvini, *“The Historical Background of Ayanis™, dyamis I Ten Vears™ Excavations at
Rusakinii Eidurn-fai 19589- 1995 Ed. A Cillingiroglu — M. Salvini, Documenta Asiana VI,
Rona, 2001, 5 19w,
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adindaki ver isminin gegtiging dair herhangi bir veri yokiur, Bu ilkeler
arasinda Qainaru ve Silugu(ni}® sadece Kefkalesi ve Ayanis Urartu
vazitlarinda gegmekte olup geriyve kalan ver isimleri diger Asur ve Urartu
vazih kaynaklarmndan taninmaktadir,

Argidti'nin oflu Rusa zamanmmda Ketkalesi Urartu verlesiminin iggiicii
niifusunu olugturan insan topluluklarinmn getirildigi cogratfi alan, ana hatlar

ile s6vle agiklanabilir (Tablo - 1) :

Kefkalesi ve Avanis vyazitlarnda da belirtildigi halivle Tabla(ni),
Tabal’in Urartuca yazim sekli olarak onerilmistir®. Biiyiik Hitit Devleti'nin
sivasal ve kitltire]l mirasgilarindan biri olan Tabal, M.O. L. Binyil Geg Hitit
iilkelert arasinda en batida yer alamdir,. Tabal'in  suurlan, kuzeyde
Kizilrmak'tan  gineyde Aladaglar ve Bolkar Daglarina; batida Tuz
Géli'nden doguda Girin’e dek uzanu™. Tabal’m  swurlart  giiniimiz
cogratva anlayisivla kabaca ifade edersek Kawseri, Nevsehir, Nigde ve
Aksavay illernmm kapsamakiadu, Jeopolitik konwmu itibarryla Tabal’s, Antik
Cag"in Kapadokya bélgesi ile eslestrmek miimkiindinr'®,

Kefkalesi ve Avanis Urartuca vazitlart baglaminda Muski iilkesinin
lokalizasyonuna iligkin 1ki olas: éngériiden s6z cimek gerckir. Genellikle
Mugkiler, Frigler ile bir tutulmakiadu®’. Frigya bilindigi tizere Anadolu’nun
batisinda ver alan Sakarya Irmag ile Biyitk Menderes Inmagi’min yukan
gifirlarn arasindaki bolgevi (bugiinkii  Ankara-Fskisehir- Afvon-Kiitahya-
Denizli illerini) kapsamaktaydi. Bunun diginda *Dogu Mudkiler™ olarak
adlandirlan bir einik gruptan daha séz edilmekiedir®®.  Yazh kaynaklara

A Yerismi olarak daha dncesinde belgelenmedigine dair bl Salvini, Avends I 2001, 5 261,

H Cilingirogh — Salvini, Avandr I, 2001, s, 20,

T, Yigil, “Tabal™, Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tariht - Cofrafvae Faltiftesi Dergisi 40/3-4,
2000, 5. 177,

EH, M. Duymeg, “Asur kavnaklanna Gére Demirgagi™nda Tabal Krallig”, QDE Sospal
Bifinfer Enstitisii — Sozyal Bilimler Avasnemalars Dergisi 23, 2011, 5. 37, 5. Pullw, Tabal
Belgesi Tarili (MG, T Binydm ik Yarsmde Tabal Kralligynm Sivasal ve Ekonomik
Tarifiy, Istanbul Universitesi — Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Doktora Tea, [stanbul, 2048, .
18

A Diakonoff — Kashkal, RGTC LV, 1981, 5, 59; R, Zadok, Geograplical Names Avcording fo
New —and Late Babvionian Texts (Réperioire Géograpligue des Textes Cunéiformes VIID,
Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag, Wiesbaden, 1985, 5. 231: 8, Berndt-Ersdz, “The Chronology
and Historical Context of Midas™, Zeitschrift fiir Alte Geselichte 571, 2008, 5 18-19; F,
sk, “Karanhk Dénem™n Aydmhg we Frg Samatmn “Anadolulugu” Uszerine™,
Anadolwidnaiolio 24, 2003, 5, 23, M. 1, Mellink, “Mita, Mushki and Phiveians™, Anadol
Aragtpmalary 2, 1965, 5. 317 vdd., O W, Muscarella, *The Iron Age Background to the
Formation of the Phrygian State”, Bulletin of the American Schoofs of Oriental Research
2097300, 1995, 5. 92, WV, Savin, “The Early Iron Age in the Elazg Region and the Problem
of the Mushkians™, dwarefion Stdies LI, 1991, 5. 96,

4 Diakonoff — Kashkai, RGTC IX, 1981, 5, 59,
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bakilacak olursa bu einik grup, ilkin Yukan Firat ve Yukan Dicle
bélgelerinde ortaya gikmis olup sonrasmndak stirecte - MO, VIIL yilzyila ait
Asur kaynaklarmin da tamikhk ettii gibi - Firat'in batisindaki bolgelere
cekilmiglerdir®. Kimi arastrmacilar, M.O. VIL  yizyldaki “Dogu
Muskiler™ olarak amlan grubun Gaziantep - Adiyvaman bélgesinde
yasadiklarim dnermekie® ise de Ayanis ve Kefkalesi yazitlarnda anilan
Muski tilkesi. Orta Anadolu bolgesindeki Kizilumak kavsinin giiney va da
giineydogusunda yer alan politik bir giice igaret etmektedir”.

Yer ismi olarak Hate/1, adim, MO, II. binyil Hitit Imparatorlugu’nun
merkezi bilgesi konumundaki I¢ Anadolu Platosu'ndaki Hatti iilkesinden
almig olabilir®, Hate/1, Urartu kaynaklarinda Hati-na olarak gogul formda da
kullanalmistir™, Dar anlamda Melitia (Malatya) Krallgn'ni ifade edebileceg
onerilmigse de™ Melitia ve Hate/i isimleri birbirlerinden farkli yer adlar
olarak Urartu  kaynaklarnda  amlmistir®™®. Bununla  birlikte  Melitia
Kralligi'mn M.O. VIL vyizythn ilk yansmda Asur egemenligi altinda
oldugunu da belirtmek gerekir™. Eldeki meveut veriler, Kefkalesi ve Avanis
vazitlarinda bahsedilen Hate/i tilkesinin Malatya digindaki farkli bir bélgeve

AL W Kossian, “The Mushki Problem Reconsidered™, Studi Micenenei Ed Egeo-dnatalici
3972, 1997, 5. 254-255; Mellink, 1965, s. 318-319; Sevin, 1991, 5. 97, Muskiler'den ilk dela
sz edan Asur kral 1. Tukulti-apil- Eiarra, M.O. 1114 vilinda Alzn ve Puruhumzn filkelerin
50 wil bosunca elinde tutan 5 MuSka krall ile savash@ine ve onlan Katmuhu filkesinde
yvendigini belivtmektedir, Ble Gravson, BRI 2, 1991, s 14 A0 87, 11 62-T; Yem Asur
Déinemi kaynaklan igin bkz. Zadok, RGTC FIL 1985, 5. 231,

O Kossian, 1997, 5 255-256, 261 vd,; Sevin, 1991, 5. 97, Cograli kenumlandirma konusunda
bereer bir gorily igin bkez. K Strobel, “Aspekle eines neven Bildes der Entwicklung
Anatoliens in der Frithen Fisenzait”, dmatolion Iron Ages 5, Edited by A Cilingiroglu — G,
Drartrvshire, Bnbsh Institule al Ankara, London, 2005, 50 197,

M Rallig, “Muski, Muski”, Reallexicon dev Assyriologie wnd Vorderasiotivehen
Archaologie 8. Band (Mezk - Mythologic), Barlin, 1993-1997, 5. 404,

AL =M. Witlke, “Das Land Musku™ drmenion Journal of Near Easrern Studies 11, 2007, 5.
126-127,

] D, Hawkins, “Halti”, Reallexicon der dssyriclogie und Vorderasiatizelien Arehiologie 4
{Ha-a-a - Hystaspes), Berlin 1972-1975, 5. 152

¥ Diakonoff — Kashkal, RGTC LY, 1981, 5. 39-40,

F M. Balvimd, “Le Testimoniarwe Storiche Urartee Sulle Regioni del Medio Eufrate
MEAITHNH, KOMMAIHNH, ZOOHNH, TOMIZA”, Le Parcla del Passate CXLII-
CXIV, 1972, 5 102,

FCTUL A 8-3 1L DiakonofT - Kashkal, RGTC IV, 1981, 5. 55 - 56.

T Asur kraln A3Sar-ahhe-dding mn MO, 678-676 willanna tarhlenen bir kehanet sorusu,
Meliha Kralhg fizerinds Asur egemenligimin bir kamt olarak degerlendinlmelidir. Bu
kehanet sorusunda Tabal, Muski, Hilakku (Kilikya) ve Kimmerlerden olugan bir anti-Asur
ittifakimn Melitia'ya saldinp saldirmavacaf somdmaktadir, Berndt-Ersdz, 2008, 5. 23, L
Starr, Queries tfo the Sungod Divination and Pofitics in Sargonid Assyria (Siate Arehives of
Aswyria IV, Helsinki University Press, Helsinki, 1990, Mo, 1, 17.
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lokalize edilmesi gerektigini gostermektedir. Yeni Asur kaynaklannda Horm
olarak amilan Hate/i, Kuzey Suriye ile iliskili gérinmektedir™®. Buna paralel
olarak Urartu  kaynaklanndaki Haten yer admin Kuzey Surive deki
(Karkamis, Til Barsip. Tell Afis. Ayn Dara, Amuk gibi} Geg Hitit gchir
devletleri igin kullanildigs iddia edilmigtir™.

Halitu iilkesi, muhtemelen klasik kaynaklarda Xobic (Haldia) va da
(Hjalybe formunda gecen ilke ile idantifive edilebilir™. I¢ Karadeniz
bolgesinde ver alan Haldia iilkesi ginimiiz Trabzon’un ig kesimleri ile
Giimilghane - Bayburt yoresini kapsamalktaydi®, M.O. V. yizyildan itibaren
klasik Yunan kaynaklarmda amilmaya baslayan Haldia®, Ortagag
kaynaklannda Haldia™ Halidiva/Haltik  olarak  yansmasim1  bulmusgtur®,
Buna gére Haldia ve Halitu esitligi goriisii benimsendigi takdirde Halitu
tilkesinin Hate/i, Muski ve Tabal iilkelerinin kuzevdogusunda ver aldigi
sonucunu kabul etmek gerekecektir®,

Urartu  kaynaklarmda birgok defa gegen Dtiuni iilkesi. Giiney
Katkasya'da, Sevan Goli'nin kuzeybatt kivilarindan Sarkamis’a degin
uzanan topraklar kapsamig olmalicdhr®. Genis bir alana yayilmis, yerlesik
olmavan bir agiret konfederasyonu gorintimiindedir. Guney Kafkasva®da

 Fadok, RGTC FIIL 1985, 5, 157,

W, O Stone — P Zimansky, “The Urartian Transformation in the Outer Town of Ayanis”,
Archaedlogy in the Borderlands: Investipations in the Canocasus and Beyond, Eds. A
Smith - K. Rubinson, Cofsen Instifute, Los Angelas, 2003, s, 214, Urartn kaynaklanndaki
Hate/1 igin Hilt Imparatorugu’nun gekardek  bolgesi konumundaki Orla Anadolu
Platosu'nun dogusu ve Firal'm vukan g@danndaks havalive isaret eltigine iligkin ble,
Strobel, 414 5, 2005, 5. 197,

M. M. ovan Loon, Urartion Arvt, Its Distincrive Traits in the Light of New Excavations,
Mederlands Hitorisch-Archasologisch Institunt in het Mabije Oosten, Leiden, 1906, 5 82;
Cilingirogln - Salvini, Avands £, 2000, 5 200 G AL Tirats™yan, From Urarte to Armenia;
Florilegium Gevork A Tirgts'van, Ed. B Vardanyan, Recherches ot Publications,
Meuchifel, 2003, s 18, Bumunla birfikte bom arastirmacilar Halito iilkesini, klasik
kaynaklarda anilan Halizon Glkesi ve Homeros™un {lyada eserinde gegen (Hjalybe kavminin
yvasadign ilke ile eslestirmek istemiglerdir. Bummla baglanbh olarak Haldia ver 1smum de
bu ver ve kavim isimlerivle iliskilendirmek istenmistiv. Bkz. van Loon, Urerticer Art, 1966,
5. 82, Cilingiroglu - Salvini, Ayenis L2001, 5. 20.

“van Loon, Urardian Art, 1966, 5, B2-83,

% Ksenophon, Anabasis IV, 4, V. 17, Ksenophon, Kyrou Pecia 111, 2,

S W M. Ramsay, Anadolu’'nun Tarihi Cofrafas:, Cev. Mihri Pektas, Milli Egitim Basimnevi,
istanbadl, 1960, 5. 350,

“E. Hongmann, Bizans Dewletinin Dogu Swnre, Cev. Fo Isiltar, Istanbul Universitesi
Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Yaymnlan, Istanbul, 1970, s. 50-57, 67-68, 149, 161 wd, 178 wdd;
Diakonoff — Kashkal RGTC IX, 1981, 5. 39,

% Dhakonoff — Kashkai, RGTC IV, 5. 39

AL g e, 8 3,
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konumlandmilabilecek bir diger toponim Siluquini) lkesidir, Gintimilz
Ermenistan sinirlari igerisindeki Sisian kentinin 17 km. batisinda yer alan bir
kilisede ¢le gegmis Urartu krali Rusa’mn oflu Argisti've ait bir vazttaki
Sulugu olarak okunmus yer admm  Siluguini) e fonetik benzerligi
bulunmaktadir®”. Bu noktadan hareketle Silugu(ni) ve Suluqu ver adlari
birbirleriyle esitlenmek istenmigtir. Bundan il Sulugu’non ve dolavisivla
Siluqu(ni) tilkesinin, M. 8. 9. yizyilda Tsluk adim tasiyan bolge ile idantifiyve
edilmesi énerilmistir®®. Eger sz konusu éneri kabul edilirse Siluquini) va da
Suluqu, Urartu’nun kuzevdogu simrmda olan ve Sevan Goli ile Urmiye
Géliniin dogu kayilan arasinda kalan daglik alana lokalize edilebilir®,

Lulumany'e’nin ise belirli bar iilke isminden zivade “yabanc:™ anlamina
gelen insan topluluklarmi belirttigi™ va da “diisman iilke” anlamm tagryan™
bir sdzeik oldugu énerilmigtir. Bazi aragtirmacilara gire  “Lulu™ smifsal bir
anlam 1germekic olup, savasg michkicki fist bu toplumsal katman olarak
degerlendirilen $urili teriminin karsitim olusturmaktadn™. Luluiani‘e’nin
Asur ve Elam kaynaklarma gdre Divala ve Kigitk Zap nchri arasmdaki
bolgede vasavan Lulubi yva da Lufumi adiyla gegen topluluk ile bagi agik
degildir™.

Qamaru Olkes: 1k defa Urarte yazih kaynaklarmda gegmekic ve
lokalizasyonu hakkmda net bir sey ifade etmek mimkiin olamamaktadr.

Kefkalesi’'nin Yerlesim Tarihi

Keflalesi ve Avanis Kalesi ayni siyasi geligmelerin bir sonucu olarak
ortaya cikbigindan étiirtt, Kefkalesi'mn hangi zaman diliminde kurulmus
olabilecegine iliskin ipucunu Ayanis Urartu yerlesimi sunmaktacir. Ayanis
yerlegiminin takriben ne zaman mnga edildiine iliskin en énemli 1pucunu,
burada ele gegen ¢am afact kalintilan iizerinde gergeklestirilmis

TCTUL A LL-3,

& Btone — Zimansky, drcheeclogy in the Borderlandy, 2013, 5. 214, P, Zimansky, “Urartu as
Empire: Cultural Integration in the Kingdom of Urartu™, Biaindi - Urartu, The Proceedings
of the Symposium held in Miinich 12-14 Oetober 2007, Edited by 8. Kroll - C. Gruber, et
al,, Peaters, 2012, 5 107 dn, 14.

** Diakonoff — Kashka, RGTC IX, 1981, 5. 77.

"nd, Salvini, Urartn Taréhd ve Kniftirsi, Cev. B, Aksoy, Arkecloji ve Sanat Yawvinlars,
istanbuil, 2006, 3, 32, Salvind, Avanis I, 2001, 5 261,

" Cilingiroglu - Salvind, Ayaeis L 2001, 5. 19; Cilingiroglu - Salving, 1995, s, 121

A, Buhaly, “A liminalitas az warta vallasban™, Nemzetek és Biredafmak Tamdmanyok Dy,
Edavassy Sandor 700 Sziletésnapiira (Szerkesztette: Czdvek Istvan), Bessenyel Gydrgy
Kdnyviaado, Nyiregyhaza, 2005, 5. 14; A. Buhaly, “Die Erscheinungsform der Liminalitit
in dar Urartiischen Religion™ Acte Antiqua Academine Scientiorum Hungaricae 46, 2006,
5. 29-30.

% Bu konudaki bir tartisma igin bz, Salvini, Meiri e Drfigatrd, 19675, 17 dn. 17
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dendrokronolojik aragtirma sonuglar vermektedir. S6z konusu aragtirmalar,
Ayanis verlegiminde kesilen agaclann en vasglhisinmn takriben MO, 673(+4/-
7) yillarina ait oldugunu ortaya koymustur™, Bu gikis noktasindan hareketle
Avanis Urarlu yerlesiminin inga edilisi M.O. 677 - 673 willarn arasina
tarihlendirilmektedir™. Bununla birlikte soz konusu verlegimin M.O.
673/672 yillarma va da hemen sonraki wila tarthlendirilmesi konusunda
genel bir efilim vardu™. Dolayistyla Kefkalesi gibi Argisti oflu Rusa
tarafindan uygulanan ayni insaat programinin ve aym politik gelismelerin bir
pargasi olan Ayanis yerlesiminden vola ¢ikarak Ketkalesi'nin tarihlenmesi
milmkiin olabilmekiedir. Dendrokronoloji yénteminin sagladigi bu bulgudan
hareket edilirse M.O. 677 - 666 tarihleri arasinda Kefkalesi'nin kurulmus
olabilecegini ifade etmek akla yatkin bir gikarim olarak gériinmektedir’”. Bu
kronolopk  6ngérimiin - bir  sonuce  olarak  Argistt ogle Rusa’nn
hitktimdarliginin ilk on bes vilinda Ayanis ve Kefkalesi verlesimlerinin inga
edilmis olmasi gerekir’™, Kuzeybat Iran’da bir Urartu yerlesimi olan Bastam
Kalesinin, 36z konusu Urartu kralimin vaptirrmis oldugu ilk kale oldugu
digiiniilmelktedir. Bu dilsiines, Bastam da bulunmug bir kil bulla {izennde,
Toprakkale’'min - Urarluca adi olan  “Rusahimli  Cilbani-kar  (Qilbam
|Dagi'nmn]  kargisindaki  Rusahinili)”  ifadesinin @~ yer  almasindan
kaynaklanmaktadu™. Bu gdéreceli tarihlendirmeye gore Argidii'nin oglu

ML W, Newton - P L Kuniholm, “A Revised Dendrochronological Date for the Fortress of
Fusa II al Avans: Busalomli Evduro-Ean™, sAeatelion Iron dges 6, Ediled by A
Cilingiroghe - A, Sagona, Leuven, 2004, 5, 195 wld,

% A U Erdem — A. Batmaz, “Contributions of the Ayanis Fortress (o Iron Age Chronology™,
Ancient Near Eastern Shudies 45, 2008, 5. 72, 8 W, Manning - B. Kromar - P, I Kumholm
- MW, Mewton, “Anatolian Tree Rings and New Chronology for the East Mediterranean
Bromwee-Iron Ages”, Seiencesxpress 1066112, 2001, 5. 2. Buna karsin eski wverilere gire
Awanis Kalesi'nin vapim MO, 655-631 willan arasina tarihlendirilmistir, Bkz, A,
Cilingiroglu — M. Salvini, “When was the castle of Ayams of built ancd what is the meaning
of the word “5url™?, Anatelian fron dges 4, Ed A Cilingiroglu - B J. Matthews, Mersin,
1999, 5. 53,

A, Cilingiroglu,“Avanis™, Fge Universitesi Avkeolofi Kazifars, Ege Universitesi - Edebivat
Fakiltesi, emir, 2012, s. 2; Erdem - Batmaz, 2008, 5. 72.

" Kefkalesi igin vaplan dendrokronolojik arastirmalar, Kefkalesi'nin tarihlendinlmesine
vardimer olmamaktadir. Kefkalesi'ndeki payeli salondan elde edilmis tek bir gam agac
kalintis1 fizerindan yaplan arastirma MO, 902 — 776 +4/-7 yillan arasint verir, Bu somig
kefkalesi'ndeki epigrafik ve arkeolojik veriler ile gelistifinden otiri givveniliv degildir,
Bkz Newton - Kuniholm, Afd &, 2004, 5. 199,

A, Qilingirogln, “The Reign of Rusa II Towards the End of the Urartian Kingdom™,
Festschrift fiir Manfred Korfinann, Meawer Schian Band I, Herausgegeben R Aslan eto.,
Verlag Bernhard Albert Greiner, Remshalden - Grunbachy, 2002, s. 485,

A bulla dzenndeki vazitin gevirisi su sekilde vapdabilir: “Argistinin ofln Eusa Qilbani
Dag karmsmdaki Fusahinili’de tahta oturdugu o wl, tahta pargalan... marangozlar Ala
filkesinin kigilk Rusa sehrinde (sergilendi)”. Bkz, M, Salvini, “Die Urartiischen
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Rusa tarafindan vaptirildizn  tespit  edilen  verlesimlerden Bastam,
Toprakkale’den daha énce kurulmus olmalidir™. M.O. 673/672 yillarinda
msa edildigi kabul edilen Ayamis Kalesi gz oniinde bulunduruldugunda
Bastam, Urartu kralinin ilk on vilinda vapilmig gézilkmektedir. Sonrasida
ise Toprakkale, Kefkalesi ve Ayanis yerlesimleri insa edilmis olabilir™.
Pargalh Kefkalesi vazitlaninda, Ayanis Tapmak Yaziti'na gore bazi iilke
isimlerinin eksik olmasmdan dolayi, Avanis’in Keflkalesi’'nden sonra inga
edilmis olabilecen onerilmistit®. Bununla birlikie soz konusu gorecch
tarihlendirmeler kesinlik tagmmamaktadir.

Arkeolojik ve yazili verilerden yola gikilarak Ayanis yerlesiminin M.O.
653 yili éncesinde yikaldign dnerilmistie®, Buna karsin sitadel disinda yer
alan sivil yerlesim nitelifindeki dig kentte, ikamet edenlerin bir siire daha
vagadigimi Urartu sonrasina tarihlendirilen “triangle ware™ adi verilen bir
seramik grubu dogrulamaktadi™. Kefkalesi’nin sitadel kisminda yapilan
arkeolojik  kazilarda  Argidti'nin @ oflu  Rusa devri  sonrasma
tarihlendirilebilecek  herhangn b buluniu ya da yvazh bir belge
saptanmamigtir. Bununla birlikte Kefkalesi'nin sivil yerlesim alami olan
asag schirde kazi vapilmadigindan Gtinii 1skén 8oty hakkanda kesin bar
goriiy ortaya koyvabilmek mimkiin degildir. Ancak Kefkalesi'nin sitadeli,
Ayams sitadelt 1le aym tanhsel kaden paylasmus gorinmekiedir. Kefkalesa,
tpki Karmir Blur, Bastam, Avanis gibi Argisti oglu Rusa’min baslatiig
bityiik krallik yerlesimlerinin kurulmasma yonelik ingaat programinin bir
pargasiydi, Bu yerlesimler siddeih bir yangmm sonucu belll bir ditzen
dihilinde bogaltilmis ve sonrasinda terk edilerek sonraki dénemlere ait baz
kiigilk izler dismnda bitiniiyle unutulmus gérinmektedir. Konuya iligkin bir
galigma séz konusu biayik gapli sehirlerin yikilmasim, uzak dlkelerden
getirilerck  iskiin  ettirilmis  sadakatsiz insan  topluluklarmm Rusa’nmn

Schrifedenkndler aus Bastam (1977-1978)" Bastam I Ausgrabgen in den Uvarigischen
Anlagen 1977-1975 Ed. W_ Klaiss, Gebr. Mann Verlag, Berline 1988, 5. 130, 135 vdd.

S Cilingirogha - Salvini, Ayenis 1, 2001, 5, 17,

# Toprakkale we Avanis™in avi zaman diliminds planlanip insa edilmiz olabilecegine cair
dnert igin bkz. Cilingiroglu - Salvini, dyvasdis I 2001, 5. 17,

= Cilingiroghn — Salvind, Avands I, 2001, 5. 20,

% Erdemn — Batmaz, 2008, 5. 69, 75-T4.

ME . Stone — P. Zimansky, Survey and Soundings in the Outer Town of Ayanis 1996-
19987, Avanis I Ten Years™ Excavations af Rusahinili Eidere-kai 1959-1998 Ed, A
Cilingiroglu — M. Salvinn, Documenta AsianaV], FRoma, 2001, s. 362; Erdem — Batmaz,
2008, s, 76-T7.
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uyguladh@n  yerlegim  politikasina  Kkarst  gsterdigi  giddeth  tepkilere
baglamaktadu®.

Yazili kaynaklar, M.O. 680-670 villari arasmda Urartu Kralligi'nin
gliney komsusu Asur ile aralarinda bir ihtilaf olduguna dair herhangi bir bilgi
vermemektedir. Ote yandan M.O. 673/672 yillarma tarihlenen kimi Asur givi
vazilt kaynaklari, Argisti ofln Rusa’nin Asur krall Affur-ahhe-iddina
(Asathaddon) ile karsihklh antlasmaya dayah, dilsmanca olmayan iliskiler
igerisinde oldugunu dogrulamaltadir®.

MO, VIL viizyilin sonlarindan baglayarak M.O. VIL yizyilm
ortalarina de@in devam etmis olan Kimmer akmlar Anadolu’daki kralliklar
igin hem olumlu hem de olumsuz sonuglar dofurmustur. Asur krali Asgur-
ahhe-iddina (M.O. 680-669) déneminde Anadolu’da yogunlagan Kimmer
akmlart Asur’un Anadolu’va yayilunma engel olmustur®. Ancak aym
Kimmer akinlan, Eski Anadolu kralliklarina yonelik tchdidi de meydana
getimiglir,. Bu  dwrom  Anadolu’da ve Giiney Kalkasya’da  bulunan
kralliklarim Urartu Kralhma karst mukavemetini zayvillatmmg  olmalidar.
Bununla birliklie Urartu kralmin sz konusu inga faaliyellerinin hayai
buldugu dénemde Frig kral (1) Midasm MO, 677 vilina tarithlendirilen®
dlimiinii de giz dniinde bulundurmak gereklidir. Midas™in Gliminin
ardimdan Frigya’da taht miicadelesinden kavnakli olabilecek muhtemel ig
kargikliklarin da Argidti oglu Rusa’nin bu genig cofrafvada askeri
faalivetlerini kolaylagtinier bir etki yaratmis olmasi mitmkiindir.

Sonug

Van Géli'niin kuzeybatisini olusturan Adileevaz yoresinin  Ziuguni
iilkesi adiyla Urartu Kralligi'mn ¢ekirdek bolgelerinden biri oldugunu, Asur
yazili kaynaklar ortaya koymaktadr. Orta Asur Dionemi'nde Asur krah [
Sulmanu-asared (M.O. 1274-1245)’¢ ait kayitlarda bir Uruatri iilkesi olarak
Zingun,  AsSur-bel-kala (M.O. 1073-1036)'ya ait kayitlarda ise Urartu
iilkesinin igerisinde gdsterilen bir yer adi olarak Ziguone telaffuzuyla
anlmigtir. Kefkalesi'nin iginde bulundugu Zguni Gilkesi, aym zamanda
Urartu panteonunda Zigeome adindaki bir tannya ya ismini vermis ya da
ondan ismini almig olabilir,

=P, Zimansky, “The cities of Rusa and the end of Urartu™ Anatolian ron dges 3, Ed by A,
Cilingiroglu — G. Darbyshire, British Institute at Ankara, London, 2005, 50 235 vdd., 239,

% Salvini, Urarse Tarifid ve Kilwied, 2006, s 115; B Borger, “Die Inschriflen Asarhaddons
Kdnigs von Assynen”, drcfiv finr Orieniforscinmg Beiheft 9, Graz, 1956, 5. 106, 123 vd,

2 Duymug, 2011, 5. 42

% Berndt-Ersdz, 2008, 5, 16, 19,27,
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Urartu krali Argifti'nin oflu Rusa doneminde c¢esith filkelerden
toplanan insanlarin nasil ve hangi sartlar altinda Kefkalesi'ne verlegtirilerek
Urartu topraklarina getinildigi  bilinmemekiedir. Bununla birlikie Urartu
kralinim dilzenledigi bir sefer kapsaminda toplu nifus aktanmi sonucunda
Kefkalesi'ne verlestirilmis olmalar thtimal dihilindedir.,

Konu ile iligkili tarihsel cografvaya iliskin bilgiler biitiinlikli bir
bigimde degerlendirildiginde sz konusu insan gruplarimn kikeni, Orta
Anadolu’va, Kuzey Suriye’ve. I¢ Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi'ne ve Gilney
Katkasya'va dayanmaktadr,

Keflalesi'nin Urartu dilinde “Ziuquni Ulkesi’ndeki Haldi'nin kenti”
anlamindaki ifadeyle belirtilmesi, siiz konusu yerlesimin dini karakterine
waret eimektedir. Bir tapmad@in aviusu olabilecek bir maimariyve sahip olmasa,
afthusi binast ve asil yerinin tapmak kapisi oldugu dnerilen koruyucu
nitelifmdeks bityitk tag kabarima. verlesimin dinsel kimligimn agiga vuran
arkeolojik zlerdendir. Kelkalesi'nde agiga gikamlan 170 adet depo kiipih
bilyitk bir depe vapisim  gistermekle beraber vapilan zirar  firelimin
azmmsanmayacak  nuklarda  oldugune  agfa  vurmakiadoe.  Kabaca
vapilabilecek bir matematiksel hesaplama, depo binasinm vaklagik olarak
200,000 litrelik  bir kapasiteve sahip oldugunu ortava koymaktadir.
Ketkalesi'nin 2 km. kuzeybatisinda yer alan Kirca Gl baraj goliniin varhig,
kale etrafmda wverimli bir tarmsal diretimin yapilabilmesi amaciyla ilgili
olmalidir.

M.O. 685-645 yillart arasinda Urartu tahtinda oturdugu kabul edilen ve
Argisti'nin oglu olan Rusa’nin inga ettirdigi Kefkalesinin kurulug tarihini
daha kesin wverebilmek, veni arkeolojik bulgularm degerlendirilmesi
sonucunda miimkiin olabilecektir. Ayanis Urartu yerlegimindeki afag
keresteleri tizerinde yapilan dendrokronolojik aragtirmalara dayanilarak
Ayanis M.O 673/672 yillarma tarihlendirilebilitken Ayanis ile aym tarihsel
arka plana sahip Kefkalesi’ni M.O. 677-666 yillan arasina tarihlendirmek
miimkindir. Yapilan arkeolojik aragtirmalar Urartu egemenlifinin sona
ermesinin ardindan  Kefkalesi sitadeli dzerinde herhangi bir  yerlesim
tabakas: olmadigim ortaya koymustur. Kefkalesi’nin sitadel skim, Ayanis
sitadeline paralel olarak M.O. 653 yilna dogru bir yangin sonucu son
bulmus gériinmektedir.
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SWAGYAUTAS

Seythians are remembered as a people of horsemen who wandered the steppes of southern Russia
and burst into Asia Minor fighting and subjecting the populations it got in contact: a nation of
warriors and horse breeders. From Easlern Europe (0 India they were called by names apparenily
deifferent. such as Skythai (2w Herodotus: 1V, 6) by Greeks, Askenaz by Jews (Genesis: 10, 3,
Jeremviah: 51, 27), Ashkuzai by Assyrians (Szemerényi 198(: T), Saka by Persians (Ilerodotus: VII,
&4 and Indians (Mitchiner 1986: 68).

According 0 Herodots, Sevthians called lhemselves Scolotoi (Lxordtor. Herodotus: IV, 6).
Sremerényi (Szemerényi 1980: 22). reconstructing the phonetic changes nccurred in the name of
this people in the transition from the Persian to the Assyrian and to the Greek, come ta the
conclugion (hat (he original form would be *Scuda, changed in a more recenl ime inte *Seude. rom
which then the greckised name Scoloroi.

However. comparing the various names by which Scythians and rtelated were called. we can
imagine that the original name was *Sagaras, with a possible apocopated form {or pure root) of the
singular nominative *Segas {ctr. Gu. wpag-téparog, Lal. aves-civiris). The name *Sagas-Sagatas,
probably had the allernative lorm *Sagus-Saguras (as we derive below), and later evolved into
Fakatas. *Sakyias. and *Sagetas. The latter form would have been framed in Greek into the a
declination. resulting in the name *Zeyfrai. namely *Sagerae. 'The form *Sakvias would have
instead contracted into *Skytas and then changed into *Skythas, translated with Gr. Dwdfies, and
would have been used (o indicale the weslern =Sagaras. Finally, the [orm *Sakates. apocopated into
*Sakas (o1, Ddrad), would have employed by Persians and Indians 1o indicate the easterm *Sagaias.
Herodotus noted that Cyrus 11 died fighting against Massagetae (Gr. Afasaoyszer), an Iranic people
having costumes similar to those of Seythians (Herodotus: 1, 201-216). Remembering that in
Sanskril mafic means grear (cf. Gr. pdpec, Lal. magis, wag-nus, pe’-ior, and mag-sinns), we can
imagine that by the lerm *Meahasagaras o *Magsagaras (Big Sagelue) members of a Sagelae tribe
were indicated at the time of Ilerodotus. who were bigger than the others in some quality or
characteristic.

The names *Sagatas. *Sakatas, and *Sakyras seom to be connected to the Indo-European root
*sag/*sak, to which the meaning of joining, attaching. and, figuratively. attacking or assaulting is
usually attributed. This root can be put in relationship with the activity of both breeders and
warriors, as we see below. [lowever, the true meaning and etymology of the root *sag Axak can be
obtained by analysing just the actvity of the people [rom which (he Scvihians originated.

A predominanl element in the Bronze Age [guralive art of Proto-Scythian populalions are oxen.
progressively accompanied by sheep and horses around the age of historical Seyviiians (Rolle 1989;
101). Therefore, it can be assumed that originally *Segaies were nomads committed to cattle
breeding.

Comparing the terms seging and gawaa which indicate the crop in Laun and Sanskril, respectively,
we can assume (hat the DProto-Tramian. who first dealed with the breeding of cattle, called
Fewag”auna the herbaceous plants used to feed their animals. Such a termi results as a composite of
Fswer (ossence, substance. good, with a meaning cquivalent to that of the Gr. odoie) and *¢"euna
{bovine, from *g"aus, cow, cf. Sans gaws, Lat. boy-bovis, Gr. fodc-fode), namely substance, food
for cows. People feeding cows with *swagauna were called *Swag”autas, name which in a
subsequent time evolved into *Segares and *Sagatas. and then, through phonetic change of the
vowel and framing into the « declination, was translated into Gr. -rupdro.

The catlle breeders joined and regrouped (he animals and safeguarded them within corrals originally
surrounded by lences composile of canes or poles which were in tum joined logether. The ool
*sagfesak of *Sagates/*Sakatas and the rool *sgat/Eskar of the contracted form *8gatas/*Skatas
were then associated also to the action of jeining and attaching and to that of safeguarding and
defending. Henee Lat. sacer and sacellian, Gr. onxde (sékds, Gr. Dor. caxdg) and Sans. sakera
originaled. These are terms which indicawe indeed an arca originally surrounded by a fence of canes
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or poles allached 1o each other. Moreover, we can [ind the root *sag in Lal. sagitia, which refers Lo
a cane used to attach the enemy in a4 figurative sense, namely to attack. We find unstead the root
Fskat with vowel vaciation in Lat, scufus (sclucld), 1n Gr. enfroc (skytos: lcather, skin, protecton,
wicker schicld covered with leather, in Ger. Sclueg (protection), and in Eng. shuz, words which
indicate shelter and protection.

Referring to the domestication of wild oxen (uri or aurnchsen). the term *.s‘m-vag'“(tu.ra.v can also be
interpreted as “people making cows their own”, attributing 10 swe the meaning of Lat. suus. Under
such an interpretation, Fswag entas and Fvwag"aunae would have been derived from “sweag"ens,
own cow, bred cow, or herd of cows. These derivations in -i¢ and -#e are common in the Indo-
Furopean languages. To these we can add the derivation in —fa, *swag”aula, and the derivations of
derivations *swag auiala, tswag”aulata, *swag” aulana, and similar, which have been employed to
indicate the cow breeder people and its activity. From (he lerm *swag“anlara, through contraction
and common vowel changes, the name Scofetoi derives, which was reporled by Herodotus.

Another probable elymology, based on the cattle breeding. could be (hat which considers the name
*Sagaray as derived from #g"cusg”aus. The repetition of roots or words is a characteristic
phenomenon of the Proto-Indo-European languages (Martinet 1987: 92). As a consequence of it,
words under metathesis (orm often oceur in the derived languages. For example, the repetition
Fgdfidf results in Ger. and Engl. welf (Goth. widfsy and Old Pers. varka on one side, and in T.at.
Yapus and Gr. 2dxoc on the other. In case of “g"ausg"ans. the repetition of the term #g"aus may also
indicate plurality, transferring the meaming from “cow” to “herd of cows™ Under such an
etymology, the cow breeder would have been indicaled by the terms *¢"ausg"qutas > *gasgatas >
*asgalas > *sagalas. The name “esgasas linds confirmation in Ass. Askezai and in Hebr. Askenaz
{more precisely from *g"ausg"auna). even if, for some authors (Szemerényi 198(: 7), such names,
1n which the metathesis sak > ask oceurs, would result from an uncorredt transcription in the semitic
alphabets (devoid of vowels) We can find a trace of the (erm *¢“emsg ows in (he name of
Caucasits. an isthmus crossed in both direction several limes by peoples descending [rom the
ancestors of Seyihians. as we will see. It is also probable that *Swag"ouwtas and *ausg” awras
were distine alternative forms both used to indicate the cow breeder people.

An additional probable ctymology, based on the breeding of cattle, can be the one that identifics
*Sagaras with the Tharagus (Sattagydians} who are mentioned in the inscription of Darius the Great
at Mount Behistun {Darius: col. 1. row 6). At the time of Darius (V1 sec. BC) the Thatagus were a
population of Persia settled in proximity of the Indus valley. l{erodotus mentions them. with the
oreck name Sasagvdai (Serrapsdar), logether with Gandarians, Dadicans, and Aparviai, as the
conslituents of the seventh salrapy of the Persian Empire (Herodotus: TII, 91). The nume means
"hundred cows” (o, Sans. satg and gaws) and probably indicaled a tribe of breeders having
particularly copious herds. According to this etymology, the original name *Saregyias would have
contracted into #Sagytas and the into *Sgyras. However, at the time of Herodotus we find attested
all (hree forms: Sertapider (Herodows: TI0L 91), (AMas)eepdran (Herodotus: T, 201), and Sxdfar
(Herodolus: IV, 6). The original people of *Satagvias, breeders ol copious herds, probably
wandering through the grasslands North and liast of the Caspian Sea, would then be divided into
different branches. one of which would have kept the orniginal name, while the others would have
assumed the contracted forms.

We can then imagine that *Parsehas migrated from the southern part of *Suparsthar into the Tranian
highlands and later moved to lower altitude lands and ventured into the plains situated to the north.
I'hey then found in this territory great herds of wild oxen. In the course of time they learned to
domeslicale these animals and (o breed them muking their own herds of cows (swag"aus.
*o"apsg™aus. or Fsarag aus). The Ycows breeders” (2Swag witas, G ausg autas or *Satag” autas)
thus became a nomadic population which wandered in the grasslands between the Northern Iran and
Southern Russia.

Successively, in the southern part of the orginal territory, the name of the “cows breeders”
population become *Sagatas and *Saguras. A parl of the population concentrated in a mere limited
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area, which was named *Sagardn, (country ol *Sagatas). From this lerm and the intermediate [orms
*Sagkin, *Sagtana, we can obtain the historical forms Swuguda (Darius: col. 1, row 6). Sughdha
(Vendidead: 11, Sogdia (Zopdn; Prolemacus: VI, 12, 2), Sogeliama (KNopdrovd; Stabo: X1, 8). 'The rest
of the population continued to move in the northern grasslands, covering greater distances. In this
way, il disposed of wider pastures and was able (o feed large herds. These *Sagaras was called
*Magsagaias {(<¥Magaswag aulas). “breader of large cow herds”, namely Massagetae. Ilerodotus
places Massagetae beyond the river Araxes, that is last and North of the Caspian Sea, bordering on
Issedones (Toondoveay:; Herodots: 1, 201 ).

The original area. where the first communiliss of breeders of *swag aus, *g"ausg”aus, or
*satag ans were created and from which later their descendants emigrated to the most extreme
regions of Asia and Turope, was probably indicated by the ablative form *Swag“auar,
G ausg anar, or Sarag”auat. From this name, through the imermediate forms (common for all
three hypotheical etymologies) “Sagauar and *Asgauer. probably (he name ol the city ol Ashgabar
vrivinales, which was successively reinterpreted as Ashakhabad, cily ol love. This cily is located in
the current ‘Turkmenistan, near the border with [ran, namely in that territory that for the Medes-
Persians was the beginning of the *Sakeugr. Similarly, from the allernate name *Swag”aunas we
oblain *Swag aunat > *Saganar > “Asganat > Hebr., Askenaz.

Tn the following we use the term “Swag awias 1o indicate the original cow breeder population and
1ts descentants in general. Such a population was probably called by different equivalent names just
since its origin. As we said, in addition to the term *Swag"autas the other derivative forms
¥Suwag annas and *Swag aulas or the shorler ones *Goutas, *Gaunas, and *Gaulas were
employed. From these, other names were oblaimed, such as *8wajg”aunatas and *Swalg"awlatas,
and others derived from these latter. such as *awlatan (country of *(Gaulatas ) and
*(3" audataray (inhabitans of the country of *G"eulatar).

Al the beginning of the migralions, in (he names of the tibes the labiovelar g oceurred, which later
resulled in labial v e b (mainly in the North) and in velar e £ In the migration [lows and backflows
the names changed undergoing transformations and phonetic changes which are characteristic of
Indo-Luropean languages, such as vowel change (Sagase/efyil), oontraction ((Faufatas >
Gaultas). apheresis (Sperf > ki), trasformation of voiced consonants into voiceless (Sp >
Skotd), doubling ol consonants (Skerd > Skogt), wasformation of velars inte labials (Kvlas >
Pyltas), which is characteristic of Celtic languages, consonant shift {(Kefr>Helr) such as in German
langnages. In the cowrse of the time the original meaning of the names became less evident and the
need was felt to place beside them an adjective (again derved from “¢"auras, *g"aunay, and
*o"auigs, or simply [rom *¢"auas), (hal specilied the characteristic of cow breeders. Sometimes
these adjectves were joined to the name, even when it kepl clear ils meaning. 0 denote
*Sweag anray who had kept costumes or linguistic or physical charateteristics more similar to the
original ones. and to distinguish these peoples from those who, mingling with neighbouring
peaples, had assumed different features. ‘LT'his 18 the case of *¢"aulay *Gounay (> *Gawlg” cunay
> *Vnlghuni > Velsindy distinct from *hyras “G aunas (> ¥Fiyrg aunas > ¥Thyrghani > Tyrsing).
In the case of ¥ qulg aunas and “Thyrg”aunas we can also observe how the meaning of the term
g euna evolved from “bovine”. “cow breeder”, “group of cows” to “group of cow hreaders”,
“camp”, “village™. resulting into GYaulg¥aunic (Protoceltic) bena (of. Ratishona, Vindobona, Bona)
and into Thyre"aunic (Etruscan) zaa. ranslated into Lal. senafsina (c[. Boisena, Cesena, EFeisina,
Sarsing). Finally, the names of *Swag”qufas descendants mixed and fused with those of other
peoples. as. for example, in the case of M aunas-*Hubaras, whence the name of Cumbri, Cimbyi,
and Umbet, and in the case of *Ganlas- *Hubaras, whence the name of Chadybi and Calabri.

As we observed, *Swag" s were originally cow breeders. However, in the course of (he Gme.
they began o pay lheir care even (0 another animal, the horse, perhaps less generous in milk
(*¢"aulata > gr. yvida-ydhuroc) production, but more agile and interactive with the man. The wild
horse was then domesticated and used as an aid in cattle breeding. The other peoples knew him as
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the mother goddess and identified with the Hittite goddess of the sun Arinna (Bach 1998: p. 171). In
the Hurrian pantheon, consort of Hepa was Teshup, god of the sky, in which we find again the
association with a high place.

In the descendants of *Parsthas, we find the cult of the sun in the religion of the Iranian peoples.
Diodorus Siculus reports (Diodorus: II, 43, 6) that when Scythians occupied Media, they deported
the population in the region of the Tanais river (Don), in Scythia. Here Medes (Old Persian Mada,
Hebr. Madai [Genesis: 10, 2] greekised into Madei [Madaior, Josephus 94: 1, 6, 1], Gr. M#dor
[Herodotus: VII, 62, 1]) were called Sauromatians (Gr. Zovpoudrou, Lat. Sauromatae > Lat.
Sarmatae, Sarmatians). The terms matae, mada, mazda, magi are equivalent forms derived from the
root *mat/*mad that, in the Indo-European languages, indicates wisdom and knowledge of the
things and of the way to solve problems and to venerate gods. We find for example this root in Gr.
pav@dvo (1 learn, I become wise), Gr. udvric (foreteller), Lat. modus (mode, measure, order), Lat.
mediare (to cure), Sans. mata (religion). The suffix sauro refers instead to the sun (cfr. Sans.
sauras, solar). The name Sauromatians means therefore “priests” or “devotees” “of the sun”.

This leads us to think that already in the *Parsthas the sun was worshiped, and his priests were
simply called *matas (priests). When later *Parsthas migrated to Iran, the term was used to indicate
the communities ruled by a priestly caste, in order to distinguish them from those where the leaders
only held an administrative function. In this way, the tribes of the *Matas, the Medes, whose
leaders were invested with a divine power, were denoted and distinguished from those of other
*Parsas. Therefore, the tribes of *Matas had probably power over all *Parsas already at the time of
the first settlements in Iran.

According to Herodotus (Herodotus: VII, 62, 1) Medes were originally called Apior (Arii < *Arias <
*Ar'as < *Arsas) and changed their name after the sorceress Medea came to live with them.
Therefore, Medes would have been *Parsas/*Arsas/*Arias and would have asserted themselves as
*Matas after learning the magic arts from Medea. The myth mentioned by Herodotus thus try to
explain and confirms the rise of a class of magicians-priests in the Persian tribes.

It is likely that the territory controlled by *Maras was called *Matan (country of *Matas) and the
invaders coming from it were distinguished by Akkadians as *Matannu, gone down in history as
Mitanni. From the terms *Matan and *Matannu comes probably also the names of later Mariani
and Mannae.

When *Parsas began to settle in the grasslands of southern Russia and the first communities of
*Swagautas were created, the cult of the sun lost relevance compared to that of new deities
connected to the activities of cow breeders. To these new deities, the characteristics of abundance
and richness of the original deity *Supria were transferred. For this reason, when Medes were
deported into Scythia, they were called Sauromatians, to highlight that they were priests or devotees
of the sun, a god different from that revered by the people of the country. Herodotus (who visited
Scythia 150 years after the Medes deportation) locates Sauromatians north of the territories
ocuppied by Scythian tribes (Herodotus: IV, 117).

In historical age, Persians were devotees of Ahura Mazda [26] (Darius: col. 5, row 75) and
followers of his priest or prophet Zoroaster or Zarathustra. Such a cult was probably the result of
subsequent reforms of the worship of Sun God. It is likely, in fact, that originally the venerated
deity was the sun (Old Pers. svaryas, Aves. hvare < *svare) and was invocated under the name
*Saurastaras or *Svarastaras (cf. Sans. saura, solar and Ved. Sans. staras, star) from which the
names Zoroastro and Zarathustra derived. Beside, its priests, who served it taking care of the cult,
were indicated by the name *Sauramatas o *Hauramazdas. It is possible that, after the tribes ruled
by the priestly caste took the power, *Parsas were forced to worship the *Hauramazdas as gods,
leaving in the background the god *Svarastaras, which was transformed into their servant or priest.
When later *Parsas rebelled against *Matas, they reformed the religion again, becoming conscious
that the *Hauramazdas were impostors who had seized the power and the veneration that actually
belonged to a deity immaterial, ahura (cfr. sans. asura), and wise, mazda. No longer a multiplicity
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of priests-leaders was 0 be worshiped, but only one god: Ahure Mazde, whose prophel was
Zorousier.

lo this way, the ancient Porsians became devoted to Ahura Mozda, lhey did not abandenc the
ligien that the ancestors had handed down, but reinterpreted it. The cult of the Sun, whose pawer
the *Meras claimed they were invested, was considered loreign and attributed (o (he impicus people
who did not worship Ahare Mazda and did not enjoy his favor.

This torced projection of the cult of the Sun on the peoples neighbouring to the Persians, is
probably the causc of the belief reported by LHerodotus (Lerodotus: [, 216) that Massagerae adored
only the sun, although *Swagauias. al least al the stage when they separated rom other *Parsas and
formed their own individuality of cow breeders, were probably devoted, as we have said, to other
deities. In fact, the animals domesticated and bred by *Swagousas, the cow, the horse and the dog,
were not just a resource to be exploited for the sustenance, bul probably assumed a (otemic role in
the vow breeder (ribes.

Herodotus himsell, wriling about the origin of the Scythians (Herodotus: IV, 5) and therelore of
their progenitor people, refers to a legend according to which they would derive trom the union of
Zeus with the daughter of Borysthenes (Dnpr) river. From this union a man named ‘largitaos
(prohably derived from #sthaurg”autas, “hreeder of bulls, strong cows™) was born, who had (hree
children: Colaxais, Arpoxais. and Lipoxais. The name Colaxals is clearly derived from #g"aufas, in
turn derived from g¥aus. cow. Arpoxais comes instead from Farpes, an intermediate term between
the Iranian aspas and the Proto-Indo-liwropean *markes, horse. Tinally, Liposars can be related to
Lal. fupus, Gr. Adrog. Sans. vka, Old Pers. varka, woll. Therefore, the three brothers represent in
the legend tribes having as totemic animals the cow, the horse and the woll (or dog). From
Crodaxais, according to legend, the race of the kings, the Paralatae (perhaps from ¥upai g awlatas or
*paramg" aulatas, “higher” or “supreme” “brecders of cows”), would be born. Among the totemic
aninulg, the higher degree was then atiributed (0 the cow.

Ol the totemic and eponymous role of the three animals in Seyifians., we lind evidence in the names
of Callippidae (Ka/dmraidoa: erodotus: [V, 17y and Argippael {(Apporaaior; Nerodotus: 1V, 23),
probably Greek reinterpretations of *Gaulespas and *Varkaspas, respectively. "This names should
indicate the union of #Swagautas *g"anlates (having the cow as a lotem) and Frvarkanas (wolt-dog
totem), respectively. with *Swag"autas *aspanas (horse otem). From *Swag” auias *varkanas, also
the name of fvrraaians and Albanians, who lived on the Caspian Sea coast, probably comes.

It is widely helieved that I.at. pecunio (exchange asset, money) comes from pecws (sheep,
livesteck). In a similar way. Lal. borus (good, assel) can be derived [rom bos (ox, cow). Therelore,
the Ilalic peoples, to which & descendance [rom *$Swag”aatas can be allribuled as we see in the nexl
seclion. considered the cows as the goud par excellence. To Latin adjeclive bonus, Gr. ayafoy
{(agathos, pood) corresponds. which can be assumed as derived from a more archaic form ®apaos
by analogy with Gr. Dor. gaasra {(contained in the fence). Hence, even for Greeks the cow herd
(Fswag"aus or *¢"ausg”aus) gumrded in (he fenee represented the "good thing” par excellence. In
German and English lerms thal indicale bovines, respectively cow and kuh. (he original labiovelar
results in velar consonant. l'rom these two terms the words gur and geed, even with velar
consonant, could be respectively derived by analogy with the Gr. apettds. It then scems that in
Indo-European languages the teadeney to regard the cattle as the supreme good is diffuse. We can
therefore conclude that this tendency was typical of *Swag ausas, since, a5 we shall see. they were
the progenitors not only of Seysiieas ut also of the main Furopean nations and many Asian ones.
However, for *Sweag"auras, as well as for their descendants, the cows were considered not onlv a
malerial good bul alse deides. It is in fact known (hat in India cows are sacred. Wilh a similar
sentiment Italics derived the concept of sacred (Lal. sgcer) [rom the cow lence, Moreover. Ger,

Geor (God) and Eng. Ged can be respectively related 1o gur and goeod, and in turm 10 kuh and cow,
Iheretore it is reasonable to think that even #Swag™ vty venerated cows.

#Swag” autay and Scythiany were then devoted to cows, namely *¢"wumoatas. This is the reason for
which, when the Medes were deported among Seyehians, they were distinguished [rom these laluers
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as Sauromedicns, while in Persia and among devotees of the Sun God they were simply indicated as
*Matas.

[n the history of the Iranian peoples we find an attestation of the term *g"aumatas in the name of a
usurper, indeed called Gawmara. In the Behistun inscription (Darius: col. 1, row 10). Darus reports
that & Mugian or a pricst named Gaumare, aller the death of Cambyses, pretended (0 be the his
brother, Bardiya. and seized the throne. Justin attributes (Justinus: 1, @, 71 the killing of Mergis
(Bardiva) 10 Comeren, namely Gammata. [erodotus refers ([erodotus: 1M1, 61-79) instead that
Swerdis (Mergiy) was killed by Pressaspe by order of Cambyses himself and later two Magzian
brothers, ene ol whem named Swerdis. ook possession of (he kingdom.

The story seems to be confusedly arrived to the historians. Tt is likely that in their reports the
common names have become proper names. It is evident that Sardiva and its derivatives (Bhardiva
> Smardive > Smerdis > Mergis) mean "brother” (cf. sans. bhratr) and Geauwmata "pricst of the
cows". Gauwmata was probably a Scythion-Massagera and his allempt 0 seize the power in Persia
shows how Seythians. still in the time of Darius, represented a threal to the Persian Empire.
[lerodotus, in fact, reports (Ilerodotus: 11, 88) that Darius, immediately after depositing (iaumata
and having ascended the throne, wanted to undertake an expedition against Mussagerae to avenge
the death of Cyrus (father of Cambyses and Smerdis). fallen in a previous war against thal people.
The cult of bovine deities is also attested in Hawi. In the wall drawings of Catal Hilvitk deities are
depicted with bull shapes or having bull horns {Lehmann 1577: 150). ‘The cult of such deities has
been handed down to *Swubaras, *Hubaras. Hurviens, *Tarhunas, and Tligites, peoples who, as we
shall see. populaled Analolia and neighbouring territories in later periods. The alorementioned
Hurrian God ol sky and storm Teshap and the Hirtite analog Tarkan are depicted with 4 headgear
adorned with bull horns and riding a bull or a chariot drawn by bulls. The veneration of bovine
dedties 10 lateral areas, such as Anatolia populated by Hatti and grasslands between Russia and Iran
occupicd by *Swag ausas, leads one to think that this cult was originally shared by all *Parsehas.
However. in the Anatolian peoples the bovine revered was an indomitable animal (o be placated
with the cult, while in the people of cow breeders it was a domesticated animal, which was thanked
and ingratiated for sustenance.

According to Lehmann ¢Lehmann 1977 259) the bull and its horns for Anatolian. Syrian, and
Mesopotamian peoples. as well as the snake and the dragon for the Eastern peoples, would
represent meteors. They were then worshiped to avert the fall of meteorites. The Urrian-ITittite god
of the sky and the storm, who rides the bull and adorns himself with its horns, represents the control
of this phenomenon. Such an interpretation then leads us o support the hypothesis that the Mood of
Mesopolamia was caused by the impact of asteroids against the earth, chaging the inclination of its
axis and inducing the melling of glaciers. This phenomenon. perhaps tepeated in 4 minor form
trough successive falls of meteorites, would have heen remembered for a long time hy the
descendants of =Suparsthay and would have been averted by practising the cult of the bull.

FARLY MIGRATIONS IN ASIA

The fiest migrations of *Swparsthas (Fig. 1) occurred in the prehistoric age. We can try to
reconstruct them by analysing the toponyms, the ethnonyms and the linguistic heritage attested in
the cultures of successive eras. The first movements were prabably very slow. Men had in fact to
move on foot through a mountainous tarritory. Only when ®Suparas and *Parsthas reached the
plains and began (o exploil animals for (owing, (he movemenls beciame more rapid.

*Suparas and *Parsthas

Initially *Suparas, pressed by *Parsthay. moved to the North and slowly reached, crossing
Caucasus. the region North of Black Sea and a writory which (eok [rom them the name of
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*Suparia or *Sybaria, namely the Siberia. Simultaneously *Puarsthas. rapidly grew in number
thanks to the fauna abundance, moved to Anatolia (the *Hartas) and to the Iranian highlands (the
#*Parsas). In their migrations they assimilated the inhabitants of the crossed territories, gradually
varying customs and language. The language then differed. however mainaining a geographical
continuity in variations. From the Iranian Highlands *Parsas/*Arsas/*Aras moved to Russia,
China. and Mesopotamia. The territory from which they departed was probably called by the name
#*Arat, whose we can find a trace in the Sumerian mithology (Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta) in
the name of the city of Araita, located somewhere in the mounts of Persia.
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Figure 1 - Migrations in Asia.

When *Parsas reached the grasslands of southern Russia, and began to practice the cow breeding,
they took advantage of its products and grew in number and strength, Again they exerted pressure
on *Suparas who were at the time settled in the Siberian grasslands and had changed their own
name to *Subaras. As a consequence, a part of these latters was forced to flow back to its original
terrirtory, and also to move beyond this and settle in the plain region which took from *Subaras the
name *Svbrig, namely the Syrig. Of the remainder, a branch probably stayed bordering on
*Swaganius, one went to the North-East, and another joined the *Suparas who settled North of
Black Sea in the past and those who were brought into this region from Caucasus as a result of
reflux of *Subaras themselves from *Sybaria. In the Semitic languages of the nomads coming from
the Arabian desert the name Syria probably became synonym with sea, coast, cliff, hence the Arab.
sur, cliff,

From Syria *Suparas or *Huparas reached the island that took from them the name *Supras or
*Hupras, namely Cyprus (Gr. Kdzpog). From the island *Suparas exported in Asia Minor and
Mesopotamia copper (Sum. zubar) to alloy with tin in bronze (Sum. kubar). Copper was already
known and utilized in the Stone Age, as demonstrate the archaeological finds from the Hattian city
Catal Hiyiik, From Black Sea *Subaras, then known as *Hubaras, namely /berians, slowly moved
towards the center of Europe following the course of Danube river.

The backflow of *Subaras from *Sybaria to *Suparsthat interrupted the linguistic continuity
between *Haitas and *Parsas and probably gave rise to the process that caused the separation of the
Anatolian branch of Indo-European languages (Villar 2011: 349). The backflow began in
prehistoric age, and overlapped with the first migration of *Swag"asas through Caucasus to Asia
Minor and Mesopotamia. The inflow of *Swagautas in *Suparsthai brought in the region linguistic
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elements which were more closely relaled Lo the language of the *Parsas and are considered
characteristic of the language that we identify as Proto-Indo-European or Common Indo-European.
Such elements, fused with those of the *Parses language of flari (<*Hartas). orginated the
peculiaritics of the Anatolian languages, which appear as carly sepacated from other Inda-Europcan
dialects.

Of the term *Subares we find an attestation in historical age in the names Sum. Suber (1lerzfeld
1968: 36) and Akk. Swbart (as in Amarna Letter 10, 108 and 109), refererred to a territory
identiticd also with Akk. Subartum (< *Subarsthin), namely the *Suparsthar. Lven today we find
in that area 4 (race ol the term in the name of the Kurdish tribe of Zibaris (1zady 1993: 30).
Moreover, the land of Subarum (Toumanoff 1963 5861 was also known by Assyrians as Shubsia
and Shupria {< *Suparas). Of the terms ®ubaras and “luparas, derived from *Subaras and
ESuparras, we [ind evidence in historical age in AKk. names Habiru and Hapivi (also Khabiri,
Eeypt. Apiri) by which nomadic populations localed belween Syria and Mesopolamia were
indicated in the second millennium BC. It is a widespread opinion that the terms Subari and Habiru
derive from the Semitic root avi/eve/ivr which means "overcome”, “pass beyond” and then "cross”,
"wander", "to be nomad.” It is cvident that this root, in the original meaning indeed, 15 connected to
the Indo-European adverb *sapar. With a similar meaning bul a negalive connetation we tind in
Greek the word #ffos, “overcome the limit”". “arrogance”, clearly derived from the adverb iHmp
(<*supar). ‘Therefore, it is likely that the root ave/evesive was introduced in Semitic languages just
after the advent of *Subaras in Syria and Mesopotamia. We will see in the second part of this study
thal even (he biblical terms Hebrew. Eber and Abraham can be aliribuled W the same origin.
*Subaras and *Hubaras. backllowed from Siberia and Black Sea to *Saparsthat and Syria, were
later known by Akkadian as Hurry (< *Hubias < *Hubaras < *Suharas). The territory from wich
they made incursions in Mesopotamia was probably called *Hubarat, term of which we find traces
nol only in *Suparsthat/Subartu/Urarte hul probably also in the name of the city of Ugaril.
Terrilories bordering with *S/Hubaras. were probably called *(sjam-s/utbras, [rom which the name
of the semitic populations who started settling in these lands around the beginning of the second
millennium BCE: Assur (< fassuras < Fomsnbras < Famsubaras; Assyrians) and Amuru (<
Famhurras < fambubroy < Fambubaray, AMOCites ).

ESwag auntas

The development of communitics ©f nomadic breeders of cow herds between Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan began in the prehistoric age. It 1s presumable that the controlled displacement of cow
herds has been possible only after the domestication of the woll {dog) and the horse. The latler was
domesticated in this area around the end of the fifth millenninm BC. However, at the beginning of
the second millennium BC the size of the selected samples were still relatively small. We need only
remember thal Kassites, #Swag outas who burst inlo Mesopolamia in this period, did nol ride
horses. still wo small o bear the weighl of armed wintiors, but used them (o pull the war chariots
(T'oynbee 19771 104). 1t is then logical to think that between the end of the fitth and the beginning
of IV millennium BC horses were only used as beasts of burden and trawl. and only around the
middle of the fourth millennivm BC they were able to bear the weight of light herdsmen. Therefore,
it is likely that the first displacements of cow herds for considerable distances date back to this
period and the first areat migrations of cow breeders have taken place in the second half of the
feurth millennium BC.

Already al the beginning of (he [ourth millennium BC, *Swag”autas probably began 0 infiltrate
into the lemilories ol *Subaras. Inilially there was 2 peacelul coexislence belween [otmers, breeders
of small cow herds. and latters, who probably were partly sedentary and dedicated to agriculre
and partly nomadic breeders of small animals. But when *Swag aufas began to use the horse to
lcad increasingly large herds that brust into increasingly large pastures they necded, *Subaras were
forced to move, penelrating inlo Siberia, goine 0 central Evrepe and [owing back 1o their original
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lerrilories through Caucasus. A part of them was assimilated by *Swag”eusas, parlicularly in border
regions.

Aln

Due to the increase in the human and bovine concentration in *Swag” aual. the cow breeders moved
towards increasingly remote areas. 'l'o the east, *Swag"aurax traversed long distances venturing
towards Mongolia and China. Some of them crossed the mountain regions and bucst into China's
grasslands, propagating the Tranian Caucasoid morphology (dolichocephaly. straight nose with high
root. sloping forehead without discontinuity with the top of the skull, sloping shoulders, curved
hand flexar line. abundant body hair) up to the coasts of the Pacific Ocean. We find a probable
evidence of *GMaunas *Swag auzin (breeders of the country of *Swag"auteas) in Ainy ol Qkkaido
Islands ¢in northern Jupan). in whose language 450 correspondences with Indo-European words
have been tecognized (Villar 2011: 646). The nume We, by which Tapan itsell was indicated in the
ancient Chinese chronicles, can be connected with the root *g"au.

Fuphratics

To the south, *Swag”autas probably reached Mesopotamia through Caucasus or [ranian highland
dlready in the fourth millennivm BC, before the developmenl of (he Sumerian cullure. Whitlaker
(Whiltaker 2008), analyzing the Sumerian ideograms of third millennium BC, observes that many
of them do not schematize the image of the Sumerian word represented, but rather that of a
homophonic Pretoindo-Europeaa once. Therefore he suggests that the Sumerian writing system was
at least parlly inherited from an Inde-European population. which he delines Euphrarics. Such a
population would have lived in Mesopolamia belore the Sumerians or come inte contacl with them
in the fourth millennium BC. Moreover, among Sumerian ideograms we can find a schematized
cow head (Uhlig 1979: 72: Whittaker 2008: 160). which corresponds to the Sumerian word gud, ox.,
closely related to the terms *g™au-s and *g*autas. We can then supposc that Euplratics were
simply Parsas/Arsas/Aras coming from the Arat. However. it 18 more probable that they were
ywag amas wha imported the cow breding in Mesopotamia and made it known to the Sumerians.
[nn the Sumerian and Babylonian mithology about Gilgarmesh. some memories of 5Swagauwras seem
in fact o be condensed. Gilgamesh. also called Gishgamesh, Gishgimash, Gishginmash,
Gishbilgamesh. Gishgibilgamesh. (Justrow and Clay 1920: 26; Uhlig 197%: 145; Schirl Kluger
1997: 10; Lehmann 1977: 256) was son of Lugalbande (interpreted as Sum. Lu-gal Banda, “mun-
big” namely “king"” Banda) and king of {/rak (Arab. Warka, Hebr. Ereck), city fighting apainst
Kish. Morcover Gifgamesk tought against and won the bull sent by the God of the Sky An on
request of his davghter Goddess franna. 1L is (hen probable (hal the mithology recalls in a confuse
wity the names ol peoples who domesticaled the cows: G aug"awlbandhas (who bind the cow
herds) and 7 awlg aumatas (who know how to domesticate the cow herds)y, and the rivalry
between *Swagautas Sarkanas and g awlanas: Uruk (< *yruk < Yark < Sulfy versus Kish (<
*e¥aus, of. OWd. Pers. gush, cow), *Vimkg"aufbandhas versus G aulg"aumotay. Of the terms
gishbil (< *g"ausg" aul), gibil {< *¢"aug"aul) and gishgin (< *¢"ausg"qun) inserted in the name of
the hera, we can find several examples in ancient Middle Tast. snch as in the name of the city of
Byblos (Arab. Jubayl, Phoen. Gebeil < *g"aug"aul) and probably of Babylon (Arab. Babil, Akk.
Babili).

Swag”aunas and Swag”awlas {Ascani and Ascali)

To the West, Swog autas infiltrated into *Hubaras/*Subaras around the Black Sea and during the
third millennium BC settled in (he arca between the Adriatic coast and (he Caucasus. In (his area,
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lhey were also known by the names *Swag aunas (or *Causg"qunas) and “Swag“aulas (o1
*CGqusg outay), and by the shorter forms *C'aunas and *Camles. From *Swag”aunas
andSwag aulay. the names of Siceni (Gr. Zivovoi) and Ascomi (Gr. Aowoer and Aokovine
(Homer. fligs, 11, 862 and 863), and those of Sicels (Lat. Sicult) and *Ascali (> Lat. Ascudum and
Asealonia) respeclively derive. These peoples advanced [rom the Balkan-Danube area to the central
and southern Furope and flowed back to the east in Anatolia and Syria by land and sea during the
second millennium DC.

G umbras and ¥ alubras (Cimmerians and Chalvbes)

Around the Black Sea. *Swag asaas and *Swag"aulas crosshred with *iulbaras, and later also
with scarcely pigmenled sinanthropoid morphology  populalions, originaling peoples  whose
descendants are known as Cimmerians (Gr. Kypdmor, Herodolus: I, 15) and Chalybes (Gr.
Xddvfice; Herodolus: 1. 28). Cimmerians wete a population living north of the Black Sea. Pressed by
other *Swag“auras tribes, Cinunerians moved to Caucasus, Thrace and Central liurope through
repeated migration waves, interacting with the populations of these regions. From Caucasus and
Thrace. they passed in Asia Minor. Chalvbes were a population living in Anatolia on the southern
coast of the Black Sea in historical age. [t is possible that they crossbred in that place or that they
too reached Asia Minor from Caucasus and ‘Thrace.

[t is possible that the name of Cinmerians, as well as that of Cimthri, Cumbri, Humbri, and Umbri
(see mexl section), is derived [rom *Gambaras or *GYumbras (< *Gpabaras < *Gaumibaras <
*Gaunas *Hubaras), a mix ol the names of *Swag aittas and *Huabaras. Consonant & would be
changed into m through assimilation. In this case, it would be confirmed the assertion of Strabo that
the name of Chmmeriuns is derived from that of Crbrd (Strabo: V1L, 2. 2). or better from their
ancestor *Grumbras.

However. it is also possible that the name *G"umbras originaled only during the migration of
therians {(*lubaras) and Cimmerians towards central liwrope, from a mix of the names of this
peoples. In fact, the name of Chwmerigns could dircetly derive from *Swag”autamares {>
*Sacvimer) of *Gaunamaras, terms to which the meaning of “partly *Swag auwras™ (cf. Gr. pépog)
or “sea *Swag amias * (of. Lat. mare, Celt. mdr. Ger. Meer) can be attributed, or from
*( aunhnaras. with the meaning of “cow fodder”, or even from *Gawn/maryas. “Aryas breeder of
cow™. Of the term *g” eunsinar we can find a correspondence in the hible {Genesis: 10. 2). where
Gomier (< *G aqumar) is menlioned as son of Yafer (< *Sag"ar < *Swag”auta) and [ather of Askenaz
(< *Swag'apnat or *Gagsg"aunar). The lerm *GYaun/marvas can be instead likened o Gr.
Ko, In Assyrian chronicles of the seventh cenlury BC Chumerians are mentioned with the
name Cimirei and indicated, topether with the Seythians, with the term Ugurpuki, clearly connected
to Old Pers. Suguda and *Sagates. The name *Gumbray could then be derived from the mix of the
conlracted [roms * G amras (< G agmaras < *Gaunemaras) and *Hubras. (< *Hubaras).

The name of *Chalvhes seems be derived Irom (he lerm *G¥alubras, a mix of lhe names *G aulas
and #hibaras (> *Ganlubaras » *Galibras » *Ghalubas).

Thyrswag" autas (Thyssagetoe amd Terangetae)

Among Scythion populations Tlerodotus mentions Thyssageice (Gr. Goooayéro Tlerodotus: IV,
22). on the border with lwrcae (Fipwar. maybe Turks or Uighurs), north and far east of
Sauromatians and Budini, lhat is North-Northeast of Massagerae. By analysing (oponyms and
ethnonyms of neighboring areas, it is possible Lo assume that the greek name of this people derives
from the endonym *fhyrsagatas. in turn derived from *Tfyvrswag”awas, whose suffix e counld
have an attoibute function as in case of then name of *Magsagatas (Massagefae), o ¢lse it could
indicate a people fused with or absorbed by *Swag“awtas during their expansion.
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Ttalic Tyrsin, although relatives of the Analolian ones. were nol mosily colonists of Lydians nor
prevalently reached Ttaly by sea.

[t 18 probable that #Sweg autas in their cxpansion have scparated the mixed people of
*Thvrg"aunas into two branches. A western branch would have been pressed by *Swaganras
lowards Caucasus and Analolia during the Tast back [ows of *Subaras in the last centurices of the
third millennium BC. In the same period. a north-eastern branch would have instead been pressed to
Mengolia and China and later, daring the great migration of the X11-X1II century BC, it would have
flowed back to the west because of the pressure of Mongolian and Chinese peoples. It is probable
that the language of the weslern branch was still an intermediate form between the language of
*ubaras and *Swag”autas and the Altaic one developed by the north-eastern branch.

The relationship between the names yrsini and Tarchaas, attests the phonetic change from 7hyr to
Tar that we find in different geographical names and cthnonyms of the arca beltween Eaglern
Turkestan and westem China. Among them, we can mention the name of the river Tarim and the
cily of Tarfan (< *Hhvrg"an > FFhyrg auan, also Tarpar from *Thyrkawdn) located in the basin of
the same river in the current Chinese province of Xinjiang. Moreover, in the same area, the name of
Ferghana valley (cf. Gr. 88pa <> Lat. foris) in current Uzbckistan and Kirghisia can be derived
from *Thyrg"auna, while (he name of Kirghisia {< Gyrgysia} ilsell can be oblained (hrough
consonant assimilation from *7fvrg*aus. Finally, the name of Kazekhs, of the cities of Kyzi/ {in
Kirghisia and i Siberia). and of the cities of Kashgar and Kusha (or Kuclia) in Xinjiang can he put
in relationship with *g"aus. These nanes attest to the presence of peoples of cows breeders having
an Indo-Ewopean origin in the mountainous regions between the grasslands of Massagelae and the
Chinese ones.

*(G ¢ eunas, Tartars, and Mongols

It is probable thal on the border belween *Swag”autas and *Thyrg"aunas the lerms *G"anlg" aunas
or G aulg"auas diffused 1o distinguish the formers. who mainained the original language and
customs of the cow breeder people, from the lafters. It is possible that also the terms
*Guusg aunay and G pusg antay were created to the same aim in the same period from the
original shorter names *G"aunas and G autas.

When *("aulg”aunas tribes opened a pap separating western from northeastern *fhyrg aunas,
they penetrated in southern Russia and settled in the area around the Velga River (< *Waniga <
*(# gulg"aua), which took name from them. Hence, as a consequence of the greal migralion of XITI
and XII century BC, they were pressed to central and peripheral Europe, where they dilfused their
name, as we will see, leaving evidences in Celtic, Ialic, and relative ethnonyms and loponyms such
as, for example. Volcae. Volsei, Yulei (< *G"auig"anasy and Volsini, Felsina (< Fir. Velono <
G aulg"nuna). Yrom *G aulg"aunes the names of deitics (Fufluns < *Fulfuns), saints and
cecdesiastics (San Galgane). cpic heroes (Gualgurmus-Gwalclmei-Walwein-Gagvain-Gawei ),
characlers [rom the “commedia dell'arle” (Balenzone) were derived. Moreover, as we will see, [rom
G aulg auas 1.at. valgus and Ger. Volk comes. while OId. Eng rleod and Goth. thivda my be
detived from *Thyrg avas.

It is possible that, similarly to the repetition of the root *g”ay in the names *(7aulg”aunas and
*(aulg auas, the repetition of the oot *fhyvr were employved to indicate *Thyre"aunas by the
name #fhyrhliyras. From such a term. through the attested phometic change from thyr to tar, the
name of Turtars could derive. Tartars or Tatars were a nomadic tribe confederation speaking an
Allaic language and living north of Mongolia in [ilth century AD. Relaled Lo Tartars were Mongals
(< *Ma/eng" aulas, cow breeders on mountains). whose name, in Chinese Meng-kit. (< *Mengush.
mount ¢cow} seems to be connected 1o the forms *¢"aulas and *g"aus.
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Tarkunas, Arcawa, and Sardanas

‘Towards the end of the third millennium BC. western ¥Thyrg anas. riding their small horses and
leading herds of domesticated cows, arrived in Anatolia and Subartu. Here #Subaray and *Heios,
who worshiped (he bull (o avert its fury, probably considered *Thyveg“aunas as deilics who had
reduced the savage animal under their control. The eponymous God of the last incomers, the
*arhunas (< *Thyrghunas < *Thyrg"aunas). was then depicted as riding a bull or a chariot drawn
by bulls. to represent the subjugation of the animal. The God Tariunr was also called Tury by
*Hattas, and later Hittites, due 1o their lendency Lo let a dental follow a nasal consonant, changed ils
name also to farkosr, Tarhawants, and Tarfkunta. Due to the devastating effect of their herds
launched against the enemy and to the consideration in which they were taken. *farhunar easily
penctrate inle *Subaras and *Hattas and integrated with them.

Of the artival of the nixed people of *Tarhunas in Analolia we have archaeological evidences. In
particular, the found skulls dating back (0 2000 BC are more brachycephalic than those of the
previous period (I.ehmann 1977: 77). This demonstrate the infiltration of sinanthropoid elements in
the Anatohan population.

When later *Swag”amtas reached Anatolia, *Tarfunas were pressed to the weslern and southern
coast. We can find traces of them in several peosraphical names, such as the name of the Tawrus
Mountains and that of the city of Tarsus. (< *Targhus < *Thyrg"aus). Other similar Anatolian
topanymys and ethnonymous are probably derived from the eastern *Thyrg"aunas. the *Tyrsini,
who penetrated inte Asia Minor Wowards the end of the second millennium BC.

In the language of the Talic *Iyesind, the Etvascans, as we will see in the second part of this study,
the name *Fhyrg"aunce becomes Razua through the intermediate form #*(7arzaas and *Kzues, from
which also the name of the Alpine Reeri probably comes. Similaly the name *G oulg”auna
becomes Velzna. In particular the labiovelar @7 of geuma is changed (o agpirated dental .
Therefore, we can assume thal rom *Thyrg"ara the name Arzawa comes. Arzawa were a people
who inhahitated eastern Anatolia during the second millennium BC. They were related to [.uwians,
who were settled in southern Anatelia and probably resulied from a mix of *Tarhunas and
*Swag antus.

Once attested the phonetic change from labiovelar to aspirated dental, we can assume that g* also
changed to not aspirated dental 4. In this way, from *Hvrg auna (> *lardaunas) we can derive the
name *Sardanas, namely the Shardana. Shoerdana or Sherden were a people mentioned ameng the
Sea Peoples who [ought against the Egyplians at the end of the second millennivm BC (Kitchen
1982; 40-41). Since in the same way we can derive the name of the cily ol Sardis (Gr. Yapdeg
from *thyrg“aus (> % ardaus >*Sardais), we can suppose thal Shardana were originally seltled in
western Anatolia during the second millennium BC.

Since the resultance of the labievelar in dental is attested in Etruscan and is different from that in
the name of *Tarhunas, we can suppose thal *Arzewae and *Sardanas belonged 0 an intermediate
branch who reached Analolia through Thrace alier the arrival ol *Tarhunas and before he greal
migration of eastern *Torg aunas. owever, *Tarhunas, *Arzawa, and *Sardanas were probably
used by the Anantolian peoples.as alternative names to indicate *Thyrg aunas.

=Sargonas

According to {Uhlig 1979: 10) Semitic-speaking peoples reached Mesopotanna before Sumerians at
the beginning of the fourth millennivm BC. However they gained the upper hand only in the second
hall of the third millennium BC, led by King Sargest, [ounder of the cily of Akkad (Sum. Agade, Gr.
Appad or Ayad). Since in the same period Anatolia and Subartu were invaded by *1hys¢"aunas, it is
logical to think that Swrgor (< *Sargona < *Targauna < *Tyrg auna) was actually the cponymous
leader of a tribe of *Thvig"aunas that penctrated and was integrated in the Semitic Mesopotamian
population. Even if Sevgert and his people, the SSargonas, did nol speak a Semilic language. 10
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Also the name of the cily of Tripoli (Arab. Terabulas). in the tradition (ounded in 4 ripartite {orm
by Fyvrians, Sidesians, and Arvadiaus, but on a preexisting settlement, could have a *fhyrg"aunas
(*Thyre anlas > *Tarbeulos > Tardbulus) orgin. Though founded by *G" aunle”aunas whe acrived
1in Syria some time after *Thryrg “asnay. the city of Bybles had the upper hand over the others until
the arrival of the Sca Peoples, which contribuled o a more intensive development of the
*hyrg”aunas cities.

According to [lerm (Ilerm 1974 53) the people of these cities originally practiced cabotage,
because they did not have ships capable of long voyages offshore until the arrdival of the Sea
Teoples. Tt is logical (o think that through cabolage *Fhyrg”aunas on Syrian coast were maintained
in contact with those on southern and western Anatolia coasts. The Prophet Ezekiel (Erekiel: 27,
12) remembers the commercial exchanges between Tyre and Farsis (< *Fiysrg¥aus > Sardis for
*Sardanas, the western Anatolian *¥Thyrg”aunas; see (he sccond part of this study).

The ity of Ashkelon. on the southern Syria (Palesline) coast, was [rst mentioned al the beginning
of the second millennivm BC in the Egyptian Execration Texts of the 1" dynasly as Asgasny
{(Pritchard 1969: 234) and later in the Amarna letters (287, 320-2. 370) as Asgaluiea. [t was probably
founded by a branch of the already mentioned people of Asconi (< *ausg™aunas) and *Ascali (<
3 ausg aulas), who reached (he region as a parl of the *G"aulg"aunas migration wave coming
from a place that was called *Aseanar, whence Fbr. Ashkenaz. It is logical to think that the people
of Ashkelon. following the *Thyrg"auaas cabotage routes, came into contact with the Ascani and
*Ascali settled on the northern Aegean coast and maintained cultural and commercial relations with
them.

Among the tribes that inhabited the land of Cagaan before the amival of Abraham, the Bible
mentions Hethaeans (Gr. Natraioi). From these Abraham bought the land to bury his wife Sarah in
Hebron (Genests: 23, 3-20). Esau. the grandson of Abraham, macried Hethaean women (Genesis:
26, 34). The messengers sent by Maoses 10 cxplore the land of Caraan 1eporled thal Hethacans.
Jebusires. and Amorites lived in the mountains and Canganites on Lhe sea coast and the banks of the
Tordan river (Nwmbers: 13. 26-27). 'The territory occupied by the 7ethaean trihes was then located
in the mountains where afterwards arose the kingdoms of Judah and [sracl (I.chmann 1977 13).
The teem Heth-aeans (Gr. Xetr-aion descendants of Herh, the son of Canaan: Genesiy, 10, 157 was
put in relation to the name Kheta, by which in the Amarna letters the Anatolian people we now call
[igrites is indicated. Tt is probable that fer: and Kheta come from (Famgtas. Among the Canaan's
sons, beside Jebus-aeus (Gr. lefova-aiog, also Jebus and Gebus < " aug”aus) also Gerges-aeuy
(Gr. Tepeo-aios, also Gerges, Gergash, and Girgask < *G"anlg”qus) is mentioned in the Bible
(Genesis, 10. 16). Jebusites lived in the city ol Jebus (identilied with Jerusalem) belore il was
conquered by King David, while Girgashites lived in the city of Gerges (or Gergasa) est of the Sea
of Galilee.

Whe can then assumme that, as well as Gu#i and Giblites (people of Byblos), Jebusites, Girgashites,
Hetacans, and the [irst Hirrites wore a part. of the migration wave of "G aulg"annas/*G" aulg" antas
who pressed and [ollowed weslern *Thyrg"cunas in Analolia, Syria and Mesopolamia at Lhe end of
the third millennium BC. During the following centuries. these tribes having a *Swag” auray origin
assimilated the language of the Senutic peoples who came in successive waves from the Arabian
desert and mingled with them.

EARLY MIGRATIONS IN EUROPA

Pressed by *Swag”aunias. *Hubgras moved from the Black Sea ihrough the Danube plane (o central
Europe, where probably settled already in the fourth millennium BC (Fig. 2). Hence they ventured
to the peripheral regions. to which later they were torced by the progressive acrival of new
incomers. They probably settled for a long time in Centeal Europe and current France, and later
moeved also (0 and Spain, Ireland, Britain, and Italy.
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Figure 2 — Migrations in Europe

Hubaras, Hubaranas, Hubaratas, and Ligures

The place where they originally settled was probably called *Hubaranr (country of *Hubaras). In
Spain *Hubaras were kown as Iberians (Lat. Hiberi, Gr. Ipnpec; Strabo: 1L, 1, 4). From *Hubarin,
*Hubaranas and *Hubaratas crossed the English Channel and settled respectively in Ireland,
*Hubarania, (> Lat. Hibernia; Tacitus: Agricola, 1, 24}, and Britain, *Hubaratan and *Hubratan.
The inhabitants of *Hubratan were called *Hubratanas, whence Lat. Britanni (Caesar: V, 13-14) or
Lat. Brirtones (Nennius: 11, 1) and Lat. Britannia may come. Probably, the terms *Hubarin,
*Hubaranas, and *Hubaratas were later introduced by mixed peoples of *Hubaras and
*Swag"autas such as *G"umbras.

A branch of *Subaras/*Hubaras probably reached southern France from the Danube plain through
northern Italy. They were known as Ligures (Tustinus: XLIII, 3). Of the phonetic change from h/s/t
to 7 we can find an attestation in Hittites. Their first historical king was called Tabarna (Tabarnas)
or Labarna (Labarna¥). Since the Anatolian coast of Black Sea was inhabitated by the already
mentioned Tibareni (Gr. T1fapnvor) related o *Subaras (> *Subarin > *Subaranas > I'ybaranas),
it is logical to assume that the king was called Tabarna because he descended from a

*Subaras tribe or he fought and submitted Tibareni to the Hittite kingdom. Moreover the
equivalence of b and g in the name of Ligures is attested in Strabo (Strabo: VII, 3, 7), who calls
them Aiyo¢ or Aiffeg in different copies. The transformation *Subarana > *Tybarana > Tabarna >
Labarna then attests that Ligures could be relative of *Subaras/*Hubaras. We can find a trace of
the passage of Ligures through the area between Danube and northern Italy in the Illyrian tribe of
Liburnians.

From northern Italy, Ligures difused along Tyrrhenian coast to southern Italy. Later they were
chased away or absorbed by *Swag“autas origin peoples. At the beginning of the second
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millenmium BC (hey mingled with G umbras and *Swag autas/ Swag aunas. From *G"wmbras
the name Anbrones (Gr. Aufiprveg < *Chambranas < *GYumbran) derives, that was commeon to
the tribes of Ligurey and Crmbri (sec below) according 1o Plutacch (Plutacchus: Marius, 19, 3-4),
Later Ligures mingled with #Sg™vwudas (Tralies) and *Groauitas (Celfics), who reached Central
Europe during the second millennium BC, as we will see in the second part of this study.

In southern Italy we can find traces of *fubaras/™ lubaralas/ " fuhralas in the name of Brutii (also
Lat. Bretrdi and Gr. Bpérmer). This was an ancient people who lived in southern Italy since the
prehistarical age, and had been later subjugated by Qcnotians and Lucanians. 1n the historical age
Bruetii spoke an Oscan language thal probably they assumed [rom the peoples who settled in
southern Ialy during the second millennium BC (see below). They also spoke Greek, due to the
commercial relationships with Greek colonists. It is probable that they reached Italy from Clentral
Eurapa in the third millennium BC and were laler pressed o the south by new incomers. I is also
possible that they come directy [rom the Balkan area (though the Owanto Strail. In the same Tialian
area inhabitaled by Brurii we also [ind evidence of *Subaras in the names of the cilies of Sybaris
and Siriy (< *Subras). These cities were founded respectively by Achean and lonian colonists
probably in territories that still conserved in their names memory of their previous inhabitants

RBasques and Aquitanians

At the end of third millennium B30, #Swag”auras strarted moving from the Black Sea area to central
Euwrope lhrough successive waves, [ollowing the main communicalion roules consisling in
Borysthenes (Dnieper). Tyras (Dniester) and Danube rivers, and overlapping the previous migratory
flows of *Huharas. The populations that *Swag”amtas found in Furope were partly absorbed by
them and partly chased away to the most remote regions of the continent.

The #Swag"eutas ribes of the first migration waves, cven imparling their name and cullure, were
oo few in number. especially in peripheral areas, (o pass their language Lo the Toeal populations lo
whom they jeined. ‘This is probably the case of the fusion with Iberian tribes, who were pressed
toward the most marginal regions of I'rance and Spain. Basgues, for example, even deriving their
name from the terms *Fausg amday and ¥ ause aunas (cf. Bas. Fuskal and Lat. Vascones; from
which also G ausg aunia > Waskania > Lat. Hispania. and also Fr. Gascogne, It Guascogaa),
spoke a language largely different from common Indo-Furopean (Villar 2011: 507). originally
spaken by #Sweagaurar. The same can be said about Aquitaniany (lat. Aguitant, Caesar: 11 Gr.
Hrcvrravot; Strabo: IV, 2, 1) whose name can be derived from *G ang"autanas.

*Gwmbras and *C"alubras

‘The first tribes migrated 10 centeal Eruope that passed to their descendants their Swag”autic (Indo-
curopean ) language, were prohably *G*umbras, who reached the Alpine area around the beginning
of the second millennium BC. As we hypothesised. *GMumbras were primilive Cinunerians
(<G annas *Tubras, a mix of *Swag”auras and *Tubaras) or a mixed people of Clmmerians and
Hlubaras (<G umras *ubras <*Gaunamaeras *ibaras). rom central Lurope *Gumbras
diffused towards the peripheral zones already occupied by *Hubaras. Following the tlow of Elbe
and Rhine rives, they reached the North Sea coast, whence they ventured in the Danish peninsula
and Britain. Crossing the alpine passes. they descended on Ttaly. Probably, some tribes also reached
[taly directly from the Danube area. crossing the narrow Otranto channel, and were indicated. in the
southern regions, by the name *G alubras (< *G aulas *Hubras), namely Calabri (L. Calabwi
and Lat. Calabric; Plinius: 111 99: Gr. Kewafpdi: Strabo: V1 3, 1),
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Cimbei, Cyied, Cambri and Unibri

Near the mouth of Flbe river, we find traces of *G"umbray in the name of Cimbri. Ptolemy places
Cimbri (Gr. Kipfpor) "most northerly of all” in the Danish peninsula, that he calls Xipodvpoos
Kigfipixs (Plolemacus: I, 10). Pliny the Elder (Plinius: TV, 95) ciing Philemon mentions a sea
called Morimarusam (cf. Celt. mor, sea, and Celt. mary. death) by Céimbyi, thus attributing a Celtic
language to this people. The name of Cimbri was probably distorted 10 *Ambri (> Lat. Ambrones)
by =#Thyrg"aunas duc to their tendency to aspire or silence velar consonants, which they passed to
their living descendants in Turkey and Tuscany, and also 1o the Germanic consonant shifl.

Reyond the English Channel, in Britain, we find evidence of *G"wmbras and Cimmerians in the
name of Cymey or Cvinrd ("Kyeras < ¥Kumbras < *("ambras), endonym of the southern Welsh
(Cymru) people (Markale 2001: 497, This people is clearly relaled with Casnbri, (he northern Welsh
people, in turn related (o the population located by the Humber river. The name of (his river was
probably derived [rom Cumbei by “Thyrg“aunas (> *Thyrhunas > Huns) around the beginning of
the first illennium B This could be supported by the legend registered by Geoffrey of
Monmouth (Menmaouth: [1 13, aceording to which the name comes from a Hun King fallen inta the
ILVLT.

=G gahress probably descended on Ttaly already at the beginning of the second millennium B,
leaving evidence of himself in the name and the langunage of Fmbri. As we already mentioned,
Pliny the Llder reports the belief that Umbri were the most ancient people of Italy, and that they had
been called Ombii {cl. Gr. dufipog. Lal. imber or yaber, rain) by the Greeks because they survived
the great Tlood ¢Plinius: LI, 112). According o Pliny the Elder many Etruscan cities had been
previously inhabited by Chnbri (Plinins: T, 113). Strabo reports that the Umbriae territory was
bounded by the ‘liber to the west, hordering on that of Sabines to the south, and stretched to the eity
of Ravenna 10 the north (Strabone: V. 2, 1), The language of Dmbei was similar Lo that of Oseéi (<
*G qusg auas). while il had some diflerences with respect o that of the Latins (Villar 2011: 483),
which suggest that the latter have acrived in [taly in a different time.

Carnyuni, Euganet, and Ingauni

Cliting the Greek historian Epharus of Cuma the Aeolian (in Anatoha). Strabo attests the presence of
G wmbras-Cimmerians in ltaly also near Avernus T.ake and Cuma the Italic (Strabo: V, 4. 5).
Morcover, Pliny the Elder mentions a cily founded by the Cimmerians, located belween Avernus
and Lucrine Lakes (Plinius: IIT, 61). Connections with Cimmerians have been recognized in Italy in
the name of the city of Coewmerio (Cell. Kimmnaer < *Gaunamar, cow breeder by the lake) and in the
name of Camuns (or Camend). Plinius the Elder (Plhiniug: T 133-134) includes Camani in the
tribes ot Fuganei (Lat FEugone -eorwm, Gr. Fdpevag), whose name can be derived  from
G ausg”aunas and pul in relationship with Ligurian fngausi (Plinius: 111, 46) and the already
mentioned Iberian Vascones.

*Swag antas, *Swag"aunas, and *Swag”anias

The tribes of the migration wave immediately after *C"wsmbras were probably distinguished under
the names *Swag autas, *Swag aunas, and *Swag oulas. We can find traces of these names in
hydronyms such as Saena (<*Swag auna. lVrench river) and Sargeria (< *Sarimasagetia <
kSauramota-swag ‘autic. Romanian 1iver), lwponyms such as Seboadio (< *Sowausic <
*Swag antio, Savoy. region of France). Savena (< *Sgwona < *Swag“ausa: Ligurian town),
Sabatia (< Sawatiq <*Swag"awia: areas in Liguria and Lazio), Szeged (<*Sweg”el <*Swag"aulia,
[lunganan town), Swrmzegeteusa (<*Sarmasagatause <*Sguramata-sweg autasa; capital of
Dacia), Sargetia (as the river: currently Dava, Romanian town), Sicania (< *Swog aumie, central




Q)‘é&@f%}&c&»\}—d‘j‘wdmt Q\@} Q‘ijw.ﬂ.e\

22 Hiampictro Fabbri — SUPARSTHAS and SWAGY AT AS: Colonisers of the Ancient Warld - T

part of Sicily), Siciliz (< *Swag”aufin; eastern part and later the whole of Sicily), ethnonyms such
as Sabates. Sabines, Siginni. Sequani. Sicani, and Siculi.

Salbines, Siginni, Sequenti, Sabates, and Sargetae

Sabines (lat. Sabini. Gr. Yofffvor: Strabor V. 3. 13, as well as Sabelfi and Samnites, spoke a
language similar Qscan-Umbrian. "This suggests that these peoples have cohabited for a long time
with *G"wmbras and have therefore come into the Italian peninsula immediately after these.
According o Rix (Rix 1957), the numes ol Sabimes, Sabelli. and Sameites detive [rom the same
more archaic form *Sajfkeni, from which also the name Safini comes, which appears on coins
minted by the Malic peoples who allied apainst Tatins during the “bellum sociale™ in 8% NC
(Camana 1987). The names Sabind and Sqfini are clearly related (o the lerm *Swag”aunas, [rom
which also the intermediate form %Sajkeni can be derived. The name of Sammites seems more
properly derived [rom the form *G"aunaita)s. (hrough phonelic changes similar 1o those of the
Thyrsini (< *Thyrg"aunas) name: M gunas > *Ghanas > “Sanay > Sunwi-Sanniti {of, -#¢"auna > -
senal-bona, 10 the second part of this study). It is in fact probable that Romans imtially learned the
name of Samiites through Camipanian Elruscang, bul when later they came in direct contact with
them. they knew the correct promunciation  *Khaunas/*Khetas. by means of which they passed to
us the name of Caudini.

As we mentioned, Fmbri and Sabines worshiped the goddess Cupra, that Romans identitied with
Bong Dea or Bena Mater. recognizing (he identily belween Lal. borum (< *Q"aura) and Sab.
cuprwm (< Fsupra); "eyprum Sabine bonum” (Varre: ¥, 19). It is evident that the goddess Cupra,
also known as Cubra and Supre. was the eponymous of Lmbri-Cumbri-Cimbri and had properties
concermng hoth abundance (from #Suparas-*Hubras) and cow hreeding (from *Swag autas-
Cimmerians).

Siginni (Gr. Zrpvwar: Herodotws: V. 9) were a Scvthian people located in the Danube area. Aboutl
Sigimu [lerodotus reports that they saw themselves as colomists of Medes, they dressed like them
and stretched up to the Adeiatic Venetians (Herodotus: V., 9). 'The historian acknowledges to be
unable ta cxplain hew Medes had come up to that place. It 1s probable that at the time of Herodotus,
Sigimid were colonists not of Medes of Media. but of those deported by the Scyvthians, who had
assumed the name of Sauwromatians, then Sarmatians. and were mixed with *Swag”quias or
*Swagannay who had occupied the Danube area in more remote times. Of the presence of
populations derived [rom the lusion of Sarmatians with *Swag"autas between Danube and Vistula
rivers. we [ind evidence in the names of the ciled Dacian capital Sarmizegesusa. of the Sargetia cily
(now Deva) and tiver {now Strei) (Dio: LXVIIL 14, 4), and of Sarged, that Ammianus Marcellinus
places near Vistula river close to Arimfei and Massagetae (Marcellinus: XXTI, §, 38).

Herodotus also reports that “the Ligures who dwell in the region inland above Massalia call traders
Siginni” (Herodows: V, 9). Therelore, it is probable that Segueni. al the time of Cacsar a Cellie
tribe located by Saone (rom Goddesse Sowrconne < *Swag"auna) river, were originally a colony of
Siginni who exchanged goods between the Danube area and Gaul.

Serbates (Plinius: IIL 48 and 132; Gr. Saflarer: Strabo: IV, 6. 1) were a population located between
Liguna and Lazio, the prohabile conncction between Siginmni-Sequani and Sabines.

Sirani, Sicels, and Ausones

Sicani (Lal. Sicani, Gr. Ewovol: Thucydides: VI 2, 20 < “Sakanas < *Swog"oaunas or
*Causg aunas) and Sicefs (Lal. Siculi, Gr. tucdol, Thucydides: VI, 2, 4; < *Sakalas <
*wag'anlas o *Causg anlas) possibly amived n southern Italy through Otranto channel
immediately after Calabri (< *G aulas *Thibras). They were probably known also as *Askanas or
Axcani and FAskolay or *Ascali (sce previous scction), and related to Ausones and Osci. Originally,
they settled 1 the inland of central and southern Italy. Chased away [rom there by the arrival of
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other peoples. Sicani migraled directly lo Sicily, while Sicefs [irst venlured on the Calabrian coast
(Strabo: VI, 1, 6), and later settled in eastern Sicily. As we said, some Sicels tribes, remembered ag
Shakalasha or Shekelesh, probably took part in the raids of the Sea Peoples in Lgypt. Howoever,
these trbes should be of Sicels ("Swag“unley) who, during the nngration from Asia to Haly,
slopped in the Balkan area like Siceni-Siginmi (%Swag qunas ).

Ansones (Gr. Adaover; Strabo: VI, 1, 5 are remembered by historians as a people diffused in central
and southern Italy, according to some identifiable with Qsei or Opied, according to others distinct
from these (Straho: V, 4, 3). The name of Auseones, like that of Ascanassi (Aoyuvedye: Josephus: [,
6. 1y or Ascani, with whom they are also indentified, can be detived [tom the lerm *G”ausg" aunas,
(or S8wag"aunas) similarly to the name of Gsef (< *(Mausg aueas). Probably they arrived in Ttaly
shortly after fberices and Umbri, interacting with them and leaving memory of himself in toponyms
and cthnonyms also in northern Italy and beyond. In fact, we already found connection with
G qusg  gunas in Camuni Exganei and Ligures frgauni, as well as in Iberian Vascones. We cun
find an additional irace of *(Mausg"aunas i Lhe names of the Swiss cily of Ascona, localed by a
lake lika the Anatolian Ascania ([2nik).

CONCLTSTONS

In the first part of this study a theory on the diftusion of Indo-liuropean and realtive peoples in Asia
and Europe has been presented. The name *Suparsehas has been reconsiructed lor the commoen
ancestors who survived the greal [lood, while the progenitors of the peoples speaking historical
Indo-Furopean language have been recognised under the name *Swag"awas and its variants.
Evidences of such ethnonvms and the diffusion theory have been found by analysing the historical
alestaions of (he names and the customs of the ancient Eurasian populations until the heginning of
the second millennivm BC. Migralion waves have been distinguished lor *G™anig”aunas. speaking
Proto-Indo-liuropean languages, and for their relative *Thyrg aunes, speaking Proto-Altaic
languages.

In the sceond part of this study, the heritage of *Suparsthay and *Swag"autay is investigated in the
peoples that diffused in Asia and Europe starting from the second millennium BC. All ethonyms
considered in both parts are shown in the name tables reported in the appendix.
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Antiquities Act (1884 Nizamname) and that they should not be allowed to start an excavation under
any circumstances. It remains unclear how they could excavate for two months, in spite of these
warnings and reports, Belck’s injury and Lehmann-Haupt’s travels in the region. The entire issue
is controversial.

Other reports covering the months of May, July, and September 1899 state that they had been
illegally excavating in Nimrud while possessing only a survey permit, and that this permit did not
grant them the uncovering and transportation of artefacts. The local authority was instructed to
confiscate the items, and keep them safe at the governorship, and to send their photographs. They
were also reminded that excavations were subject to permits and that they should not be allowed
to remove artefacts or to excavate without obtaining a permit first. Lehmann-Haupt and Belck’s
work near Mosul in 1899 does significantly prove their absence from Toprakkale during that
period. Their investigations in seven provinces and their illicit excavations were immediately
reported or prevented. But the presence of people like Devgants, Maksapetian and Kamsarakan,
who collected artefacts in the Van region and put them up for sale on the antiquities market is
known. As with Layard, Lehmann-Haupt’s relationship with them should be considered.

The complexity that began with the excavation periods of Toprakkale, which was dug by Dr
Reynolds, Captain Emilius Clayton, Hormuzd Rassam, Iosif Abgarovich Orbeli and Afif Frzen,
continues with the controversy over the finds. It is highly likely that the artefacts believed to be
unearthed at Toprakkale created a Toprakkale market, which meant that a diverse range of
artefacts unearthed elsewhere in the area began to be sold as Toprakkale goods This site,
considered to be where Urartian archaeology began, has only exacerbated issues relating to the
period of Rusa, son of Erimena.

Abbreviations
HR. MKT. Haricive Nezareti Mektubi Kalemi
BEO.: Bab-1 Ali Evrak Odas:
DH. MKT.: Dahiliye Nezareti Mektubi Kalemi
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