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Ihd Rusa ot Soicede? 17
that Rusa gon of Erimens was of equal impotance with -
uther Upapsion rulers, ' that he wos oesponsible foe s ’ P

eneetruction of the citudel of Topraklsle nud sn extensive i
syatem nfclams. veservoirs and eanals,'" and thar he eonld |~ = —~
oaorn brave paled afted Rusa ssmoob Argizht 5

Further support (ur a date for Busa E before Ruso A
romes from the analysis of the titles used by the last Upar-
fran kngs wineh zhows that the fitolature psed by Busa E
was similar o thoss used by Russ S and by Argnisho R and
differant from those of the eaclier kKings Arvgishti M and
farduri A as well as from that of Rusa A 15e¢ Roafl 2010
=494 for detailar Mot conelusive of all 12 the are Maturis
cal analysis ol the lions and balls on inserihed shields 2t

Urzula Seidl prosented in 004 | sew also 2007 ond 2012 Lot
The lions af Rusa B show an unnnstakesble similanity to
Fhe lons of Bhe eayly Beh centuey BC ralevs nf Drarda, Ar-
pishii M and Surduri A (Fig. 1), By

Smmlarly the lions of Rusz 5 are intermeadiate m stvle
between thoze of Rusa A and thosze of Rusa E and the gnv- =5 '
Iter rulers, A few minor festures are shared hy the linns

of Rosa E and Rusa 8 and arc oot found an the lions of
Argizhtl M and Sardur A, n partienlar the marsmgs an
theie hindguarters, This might zugpest that Rusa B ruled
between Sardun A and Rusa S, In any case (he widely held

Fig. L. Lioms om shieldr
with inge=iptivns of
later Urartian kings.
For the kings' numes,

see Tahla 2 Aty Snidl

belief that Rusa E should date after ltusa A 15 untanahle
2004 and 2007,

and even the revized schemes in which the reign of Rusa &
was hefore thal uf Rusz A and laker than that of Busa S are
ot in secordance with the wonographic evidenge. =
To eut a lorg szory shart, the varvions apparvently enofradictory soorees ennesrn

ing Urga and Rusa 5 ean by reconviled when ene rsglisss that thers might Tayw
been twa different rulers of Urartu that the Assyrians called Ursa, oue Iluss son af
Bardurt and the other Rues sun of Erimeny. Tusy B was the king of Urartu dorm)
Bargon's attack an that eountry, Thare are bants in Sargon’s Eighth Campaign (380

1% For new iiseriplivns of Buse £and i pactioalse W resligetion thnt L fesis Gl Stels in Bey
11 dezenbing Whe ieriestinn wurks cinslissied e Ressuh ol Togehbaled eholed be dabed b B eoiu
g2 Balvim 20406,

e Fae tha gonclusinn fial. Taprahhalowss Doonded by Rusa T and sl Thaa & osee Sl 2007 00
Klndu=lie I007 )

14 Bl Spedd@0l¥7 aud Linvansley 2007 sukie b geinthas Duss B satled Lt vow shiadel Boma
fyniliwithout ooy Rorther gralieadon bot Buss A sililed epuhes o distiogunh hid pew cicadol ap Ay
ave (Rimahind i Cjdusikal Taom the pzelior Guoded ojbaol o Topeichale tat ba eolled Buaabindli il
Iniriikdis Subill 12007, Qfll‘_].\}rpl‘nvirha:: athier rundine iy wrdidmsts i duoue ol the wyrlier datiay ol i
1. Bee sl bee spateibarion oo Mo Bisiol=-Urarty Sytopeainm yolume agwell a5 those by Fuchz, Teoll,
anid mysall, Thmiy be oterd thae Salyies (5007 20125 1380 i not yet sepepied ths pewalating of Rusg §
and atill hehuyes that Thpraldesle was anntitor ~dificc constyneted by the ohacesive boilder-king Rosa A,

e e ore v shinalehs desrubed sl Bons aod Bulhe e e aglssbad fue che g o Avgdahto 11
Mo predoesssornf Ruso A

i Foehoe 2012 11748, Seill 2000 0003 Fiv furthopalineasaion o Dol 3002 & mars debailil
(pindy of moyed Tloartbane Weovagaap o b deadalslo, Bt st awimted i il b et anng pubilidio o

v ot sl e g iesily i,\-auuj«.-nhl» o o Dy e, ae gk il RUTH IR III\\Ih' bie b openp bbbl v fhes
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Did Rusa Commit Suicide?
Michael Roaf
Abstract

In this paper, I not only question the validity of the Assyrian claim that
Rusa committed suicide but also present some ideas about the identity
of the ruler of Urartu whom Sargon claims to have defeated and who
allegedly swith his hand ended his life with his iron girdle daggerc.1
[l kearliest account describing what happened to Rusa (whose name
was written in Assyrian texts as Ursa) 2 is Sargons Letter to the god
Assur (Sg 8). 3 According to this text, which was composed soon after
the end of Sargons Eighth Campaign and is dated by the name of the
eponym of 714 BC, Sargon defeated Ursa at the battle of Mount Waush
and the Urartian king led into the mountains. His fate was described as
follows (Sg 8: 151): she was thrown into bed like a woman in labour
and he cut of food and water from his mouth. He imposed on himself
an incurable illness. _Sargon went on to capture the holy city of Musasir
that the Urartians called Ardini. [lere he looted the palace and the
temple of the god Haldi, who was also the chief god worshipped by the
Urartians. Sargon took captive the family of Urzana, the ruler of
Musasir, as well as the city god Haldi and his consort and deported them
to Assyria.

Keywords: Urartu, Rossa, Sargon, ancient languages, Media



