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2 Giampietro Fabbri - SUPARSTHAS and SWAG* AUTAS: Colonisers of the Ancient World - 11

(Toynbee 1977: 102) and worshiped, perhaps belonging 1o the tribe of Arpaxais cited by Heredotus
(sec first part of this study).

Figure 1 — Migralions in Asia.

Chaldacans

The peoples of cow breeders who broke into Mesopotamia through Caucasus and Iranian highlands
were probably identified also with the name *G auwlaos, contracted into *Galtas, In the westem
semitic languages *G"alte became Ghalrad and Chaldaf, wranslated in Gr. Xedod-or (Herodots: 1,
181}, namely Chaldaeans, These peoples were also called Kaldu and Kasda by Akkadians and
Kasdim by Jews. demonstrating the connection also with the term *g"aus (Old Pers. gef) and
Kassites. In the mountainous territory north of Mesopotamia the name of “Galtas overlapped that
of *Qartas, originating names like *Gordas or Corduchians (or Carduchei, Gr. Kapdoigor,
Xenophon: III, 5). by which the descendants of the mixture of “Parsthas and *Swag"auras were
distinguished. In southwestern Iran and southern Mesopotamia *G"altas gave rise 10 the cultures of
Elamites (Elam. Haoltamti = *G"airan) and Mesopotamian Chaldeans. The latter probably
descended from a mixture of Kassites and Amorites, from which they inherted the Semit
language.

Hebrews (Jewes)

According to the Bible {Genesis: 11, 10-31), Abraham {earlier Abram), a descendant of Eber, a
grandson of Arpuchshad, a son of Sem. arrived in the Jand of the Canaanites toward the beginning
of the second millennium BC, departing from Ur of Chaldeans (Heb, Ur Kasdin and staying in
Harran, The grandehildren of Abraham and the followers, to avenge a suffered injustice,
exterminated the males of a Canaanite tibe and abducted the women and children (Genesis: 34, 1-
291 According to the Biblical gencalogy Ceanaanites descended from Ham (Genesisz 10, I8) and
were thus a people clearly distinct from that of Abraham, who instead descended from Shem,
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Therefore, it is probakle that Alrvataer and Eber were eponvieons heroes of a mibe of =Hubvas (=
Hebrews), namely *Hibargs (< *Spbgras < *Suparas), coaing Tfrom a “sellement of *Hbgres™ (=
#Hubr = Ur, of. Lat. wrha) in the tervitory occupied by *G% ol (¥Swag aupas). In the western
semilic lonpuages the name *Hybrg became Hebdmgd, wmmsled in Gr. Eisai-o; aml Engl,
Helrew. I is a diffused cpinion that the names Alvablaen, Eber, and SMelrew, as well as Saleared and
Habivy, derive from the Semitic reol avedevsder which means "overcome”. "pass beyond” and then
“ercas”, Twander”, "to be nomad”. However, i the first part of this siady, we demonstrated that this
rool, in the origingd meming indeed, is connected o the Indo-European adverh Ssuper, Trom wich
HHuhra cOMes,

AL the time of Alspbom, southemn Mesopotamia, where the Sumerian civy of Ur is located, was
wvel inhahited by Claddegres speaking a Semitic language (Pettinato 20050 143, bt from Elasaes
and Proio-Kassites *(F alias. However, it is more probable that the Ur whenee Abraham came was
situated in the ternitory cecupied by the *0"alas morth of Mesopotamia, from which iz hikely o
sop in Horran traveling 1o the land of Caraar, I Koddin has then been identified by Tssar {lssar
2003 6Ty with the oty of Eebesl or Detish an curcent noriheasiern Sycia, This ideniification is
supported by the fact thal the term kefsk can be connected with O0d Pers., ged and Sum. god,
identifying Llefiel as a city {Ue)of cow (Bl breeders.

Therefore, in the Biblical genealosy the proseny of Shem would nof represent Semitic-speaking
pecples, who are o be ancluded as Cosenodes among the descendants of Haer bui
*Ewparras *Subarasd Haboros, while the the progeny of Jophedt would reprezsent *Swan awias
(Swag ot > FSafar = Japhet) and *Parsthas, Among the ancestors of Abrafanr, however, the
name of Arpacfisted alse appeurs, cosely connected 10 the horse breeder activity, language and
mythokoey of #Swag aues (of. Arpovads in first part of this siedy). Abvalor would then descend
from a *Hubaras tribe, in which o *Swag g branch (of. *Gaus-rar and * Kas-ding would have
baen inserted, He would have spoken a *Syparsinr coigan langueage, denved from a mixiune of those
spoken by *Subaras and *SwagSawes, while the Semitic language would have been assumed by
Jews a o consequence of the mpe of the Carmarire women (113 known that when an invading
people seperales offspring with indigenous women, the progeny assumes the lingoage from the
mather, &5 in the case of Yikings and Nomuans),

Hurrrors aead Moo

The ke of Abeebanr nugrated o sonthaern Svna probably becanze of e pressure of the
Swagannas migration wave that led EKassies in Mesopotamia, Al the beginning of the second
mdlbennium B, other #8wag s peoples coming from =Meardas feountry of #Manes) invaded the
lamd of =fubras (e SwbaeneTrariad and hence Tater peneteated Mesopolamia and Syvrin. As we
assumed in the first pat of this stedy, the Akkedions called them Mitari and Huree probably
hecause ey came from the land of *Mowms and *Habees, However, the kingdom that Tater they
created hetween northern Syria and nochern Mesopedamia was also knewn as Masdgadlar o
Khanigalheai, terms thot reveals the *Swag " aute origin. Such a name can in fact be connected o the
Toszution “Cr oweras Gawly e, that means “*0"apeas coming from conumry of S0 ans” e,
peophe who once, as owe saw, pressed the Akbodions (= ®"Seecharas < *Thoorg"auras) imlo
Mesopotamia. The sequence g ado-g"oua recalls those that Swereriony mseried in the
namie of Gilgamesh, king coming from a foreign people, called by several nomies sioilar cach oher.
[l 35 possihle that Meseee qust ermssed the country of SWaes attracted by the niches of
Mesopotamin. However, it is more probable that they first interacted with  ®Maras and then were
suided by them to the conquest of Mesopotamia.

Upon Uhe arrival of the fics Miroani some Harvigos migraied (0 southern Syria and Epypl. Ameong
ihese was probably also Abrafeow, However, most of Sweeiooes infeprated sl Miteri, who
comstituded the mling class of the kingdom which was formed wwards the middle of the
millennium. According to Helek (Helck 1903), Hksas (Gr. Voo < Epypd. Hela Bhasae) were
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Moigoei). According (o Sirabe (Strabo: VIIL 3. 2). Moesi wete once called Mysians, wete Thracians
and partially migrated from Balkans to Anatolia. as Medobithvai, Bithvai and Thyai (<
*lrorg aunas) did. We can lastly observe that the name Rhieso (< #Razwa < *Arzwa < *Tarmwa <
*Thvrg"awa) is probably an endonym of Thiaeians, which can be derived through the same
iransformations of thal of Etrusean ¥Thveg aunas (Razna), which we show below.

By the Anatolian coast Thessalians were known as {vrsini (Gr. Tnpoyvol < ¥ihvrg'aunas,
Herodots: [, 94). The people was in fact indifferently indicated by the names *Thvrg"aulas and
*Trvrg aunas. ‘This is demonstrated by Strabo (Strabo: ¥V, 1, 7). who attributes to the Thessaliany
(*¥Thyrg”aulas) the founding, on the northwestern Adriatic coast, of the cly of Ravenna, whose
name, as we shall see, clearly dervives from the endonym of Etruscan #Thyrg"aunas (Razna).
According to Tlerodotus, fhessalians were colonists of Thesprodians (Gr. Gsarpatoi: Terodots:
VI, 1763, who lived by the Epirus coast in northwestern Greece. I is however more likely thal
Thesprotians were Thessalions migraled oward the Adriatic coast or a distinet iribe of
FThyrg aunas pressed westward as well as Thessalians during the greal and the previous minor
migrations. It is possible that the name Tesproziars derives from the uninion of the names
Thessalians and Epirotes. However it 18 mare probable that the names of Epiruy (Gr. Hastpog ) and
Tesprotians derive [rom *Thwg aula (> *Therspawnla > *Thespanra > *Espaive > "Hrusipoc,
¥ hespanra > “Thespauraias > ¥lhesprauias > Gecapmro;, of. PIE *ag”as > Old Pers. aspa).
When Thessaly and Thrace were invaded by Cimmerians. Macedonians and Greeks, the
AT hvrg"aunas tribes (the original Thessalions and Thraciansy who remained in the territory were
included in the ¢luss of Penasiee and Pelasgions. An allestation of the original language of the
Thessalians/Tyvrsini temains in a stele and ceramic [ragments found on the island of Lemnos in the
northeastern Aegean Sea. The language of the inscriptions of these remains, dating from the gixth
century BC, has an atfinity with the Etvuscan (Villar 2011: 493). The Lemnos island remains are the
only evidence we have received of the Eastern *Thyrg annas language in the Acgean arca. Al the
lime when wriling diffused again aller the Greek Middle Ages. the language of the Eastern
AThvrg"aunas was probably spoken only in a few areas. where. as we shall see, Pelasgian or
Penastae populations were confined and still attested in the titth century BC (Ierodotus: I, 537, 2,
Thucydides: [V, 109, 4).

Sea Peoples

Due to the overerowding of westem Analolia, *Sardanas repeatedly ried (o scule in Syria by
conquering the lands under the control of the Egyplians. In their incursions they allied o Siculi-
Ascafi and olher peoples concentraled by the northern Aegean coast. assembling a conflederation
known as "Sea Peoples”. Under the name Sherdana or Sherden, they are mentioned in the letters of
Amarna (EA 61,122, 123; 1350 BC approximately). the stele of Tani (1250 BC approximately) and
ihe inscription al Karnak (rows 13 and 15; 1200 BC approximately). In the latier, also ®Swag amlas
(Sieuli), *Thyvrg"auas (Thracians ot Arzawa), and *Swag“quas (Achaeans, see below) appedr as
confederates under the names Shekelesh, Teresh, and Flwesh, respectively.

Among the Sea Peoples, also Deinie, Theker, Peleser, and Weshesh wore mentioned (Great
Inscription on the Medinet Habu Sccond Pylon). We have alrcady obscrved how in *Thyrg™ aunas
the labiovelar ¢ result in dental - or d (¢f. Razaa, Aizawa. Shardana). The name of Deinie can then
be associated with the term *("aunas. that we find with dentalised labiovelar in the name of
*Sardana and other *Thyrg aunas in Anatolia and Balkan area. Ameng these we remind Dawai, an
Ilyrian wibe that, in the firsi millennium BC, lived on eastern and western Medilerranean coasls.
The name of the Fheker probably detives [rom *fhveg ailas (> *Thergalas > *Thekaras) and then
indicated fhessalians. A *Caulg"auna origin can instead be attributed to Pefeset (< Pelesi <
*Pelastas < *GYaulasthas) and Weshesh (< *G"ausas; of. Eqwesh < =Swag"aus).

The first incursions of Sea Peoples did not suceeed. The ships at their disposal should in fact follow
the coasl making several stopovers and thus being easily countered by people by the ground under
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the Egyptian control. The siluation improved [or the conlederales, when they had available keel
ships, able to sail not only having wind at back and to cover long distances offshore. and ground
troaps in sutticient force to protect supplics. Keel ships should have already been in vse in the mid-
thirtcenth century BC. In the stele of Tam, in fact, it is written that Shardene arrived with their
warships [rom the cenler of the sea, thal is not following the coast. However, only when the
Phrvgians beat the ITittite Empire, the multitude of people who had massed in western Anatolia
poured out into the central and western part of the peninsula and descended along the Svrian coast
on oxcarts, upsetting all the states that they crossed (Lechmann 1977 275).

Since the keel ships appeared in northern Aegean Sea at a ime of several migrations, it is possible
that this innovation was imported from another site. Since the main migration flow was oriented
from northeast to southwest to the Balkans and thence to northwest. and its cause was the return of
caslern Thyrg annas [rom Mongolia and northern China, il is logical (o think thal the innovalion
<an have arrived [rom the Pacific coast. Some historians believe thal the keel ships were invented in
Denmurk and imporied [rom there towards the Aegesn Sea in counlerllow with tespect Lo main
migrations (llerm 1974: 63 and 73). It is therefore possible. as we shall see. that the primitive
Danes (< *G aynas), like Dayni, were ThyrgYaunes and had migrated along the Danube and Elbe
towards the Cimbric peninsula, whence they brought the new naval technology [lowing back
towards the Aepean Sea. However, it is more probable that the technology was conceived in the east
and thence torwarded to the North Sea.

Davrdanians, Mvgdones, and Mycenacans

Among the *¥hyrg" aunas peoples whose name has dentalised labiovelar, we find in Anatolia at the
time of the Trojan war also Dardamions and Mygdones. 'The name of Dardanians (Gr. ddpdavor
{Homer: III. 456) is derived from *Thyrg"awnas (hrough the intermediate form *Tardanas by
consonant assimilation. It is then an allernative form equivalenl o “Sardang. The name of
Mvgdones (Gr. Mopddveg: Strabo: VIL 3. 2) probably derives from *Mykg"aunas. term indicating a
mixed people of *Faulg*awnas and *Fwrg”aunas. Both Dardanians and Mygdenes had
corresponding poeples in the Balkan arca, who are attested in the ficst millennium BC as Dardanei
o1 Dardanii (Gr. Adapdavely and Adepdavion Tolybius: TV, 66, 1 and 0} and Macedonians (Gr.
AMaxsdavar, Polybius: IV, 3 2), respectively. Tt is passible that in #(r"aulg”eunas dialects the name
*Mvkg"munas resulted in *Mykwainas and then in Gr. Mmdjvar, Mycenae. whence the homonymous
cily that was the cradle of the culture [rom il called Mycenacarn.

Dardanians inhabited a temrilory close o the Troad, by the Analolian shore of Dardanelles strail,
which tukes its name from them and their eponymous hero Dardanus (Gr. ddpdavog). In the Tliad
they are often mentioned together with 7rajans (Hom: T, 456). In the Trojan war, the head of
Dardanians was Aeneas. According to the legends gathered by Virgil (Vergilius), after the war
Aeneas, divected wowards Ttaly, was diverled by a storm o Cartliige in current Tunisia, where he
was welcomed by Queen Dide (Lal. Dido-Didonis < *Thyrg"euna, Gr. Jdéd-Aidods, <
*Thvrg"aus). who had settled there after fleeing tfrom Tyre. According to Josephus (1lerm 1974
198) a U'yrian quecn named Elisha (Gr. Fliooa). identifiable with Dido, tled to Carthage in the late
ninth century BC, actually long after the Trojan War. Therefore, in the myth of Acneas, two distinct
events are probably condensed: the founding of Carrhage by the Dardanians and the subsequent
flight of the Fyrians, threatened by emerging Middle Fastern empires. When they had available keel
ships, Dardanians/Shardana not only tried to settle by the Syrian coast, but also probably founded
colonies on the Adrican coast, and [rom there they headed (o Sardimia (Lal. Savdinia < *Sardania <
*Thyvrg"aunia) and weslemn Medilerranean Sea. Near modern Tunis they founded an initial nucleus
which was called Byvrsa (< ®Phyrsa < *Thyrg"aus). With the same name, we can find in Anatolia
the city of Burse (< Prusa < *Phyrsa < *Thyrg"aus), which is said to be founded by the king of
Bithynia Prusia I, whose name actually 15 evidently derived by that of a previous scttlement. The
cily that grew up around (he Alfrcan nucleus was probably indicaled by (he names
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*Dardana/*Tartana/ Y Thargona and [rom these laler *Thartagona or *Tharadong. When [leeing
Tyrians were welcomed among their relatives settled on the African coast. they reinterpreted the
city name, having previcusly assumed the Semitic language, as Qayt-hadast, new city, from which
the names Lat. Caythago, Gr. Kogyndedv ¢ Etr. Carvhaza (where the original labiovelar typically
resuls in 2y are derived. Wo can find remains of the original Carthage name in those ol other
BDardanian!¥lartanas colonies such as farigssos (lat. Tartessus, Gr. Tapmyooos < Flartaghus <
*Thvrthvrgaus). which has been identified with Strabo Turdirania (Gr. Tovpdpravia, Strabo: 111, 2,
1. < * Thyrtidania < # Tivrtigania < 5 Thorthorg" aunie).

Cimmerians, Scythians, (ssedones, Aritmaspians, Huas and Medes

As wo saw, the artival of *Sg"etes/*Sg"veas in (he arca north of Black Sea caused *G unmaras o
parlly migrate and partly share the land with the newcomers. The cohabilalion was probably quite
peacelul until the time when new migralions caused an overcrowding. During the eighth century
B a new great migatory process occurred, probably caused by the expulsion of southeastern
*Thvrg"aunas from China. 'The overcrowding of the territories north of Black Seca then caused
sirong contrasts between *GYunmaras and =5g"vras, whose names at that lime had alirady changed
to =Kimmeras and #Skyfas, namely Cimmerians e Scvthians. Between the end of the eighth century
BC and the beginning of the seventh, Cinunerians burst into Asia Minor chased by Scytliians.
Herodows (Ilerodows: 1V, 12) reports that Cimmerians (Gr. Kyppepion crossed the Caucasus
passing along the weslern coast, while the Sevehians (Gr. Zedfor), moving [urther east, clashed with
Medes. Cinunerians penetraled Analolia, sacking the kingdoms of Phrygia und Lydia (Herodolus: 1,
15-16).

Herodatus (Herodots: 1V, 13) explains that Seythiany moved toward Cimmerian because they were
pressed by Issedones in win pressed by Arismaspians, who lived [urther north. Claudivs Plolemy
(Plolemaeus: VI, 16, 7) mentions a cily named fssedos Serica identiliable with the current Khotan
in the Chinese province of Xinjiang. It can then be deduced that Issedones (Gr. Toondovse <
¥Shvrsagonas < *Thyrswag”aunas) were ¥Thvrg"aunas coming from this arca and Arimaspiany
(Gr. dAprpuoroi, < FAremaspas = ¥(Par(s)as horse breeders; ¢f. Aves. aspa and PIE *markos,
horse), were “Swag”auias aspanas.

At the beginning of the first millennium BC, the terms *Susas and ®ignas diffused as
abbreviations of *Thyrshunas (<*Thyrg"aunas y to indicate eastern *Thiyrg”aunas who flowed back
woestward [rom China and Mongolia and strarled penclraling Iranian terrilories, through which they
would reach the Indian borders belore the middle of the millennium. In the early Buddhist writings
the presence of the people of Susi in mountainous areas north of India is already attested (De
Torenzo 1981: 374).

Due to the infiltration of Huas and related peoples. in the first halt of the first millennium BC
*Paysas descended [rom the Iranian highlands toward Mesopotamia. The tribes ruled by the priestly
casle, lhe Medes (< *Maras). concentrated on lhe border wilh Assyrians, and, as reporled by
Ierodotus (Ilerodatus: [ 95-102) united and revolted against them. They were followed by the
other peoples on which Assyrians cxert their supremacy. Afterwards, Medes, having power on all
FParyas, began to subject the Muddle Bastern peoples.

Herodotus relates (Herodotus: I, 103-106) that after having chased the Cimmerians through
Caucasus, clashed with Medes besieging the Assyrian city of Nineveh and won them. Seytivians
broke into Asia venturing up to Palestine. Ilere Pharaoh Psammetichus convinced them to retreat
ollering gilis and (ributes. While coming back along the Medilerranean coast Seyvthians passed near
the cily of Ashkelon. Most of the army conlinues withoul plundering the city, perhaps recognizing
and respecting its *Swag”auly origins, while a few stopped to sack the temple of Aphrodite Urania.
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Presetrgudold peed Sagueiions

Medes wok 28 years to chase Sevtluans our frooy the Middle Vast and 1o veduee 1this under therr
vomtrol (Hewodotus: I, 106). Shoisly atier, the wibe of Pasargadui (Gr. [Jacagryaca Terodotos: L
125). albied with others eluding that of somad Sogartions (Gr. Sapapnon, Hevodots: ibidem).
rebelled spainst Medey, ssanmed power on ol =Py and began (o conxtiiute (he Parsiun Eimpoe.
We can recogoise *Sway adfas evidences w the names of Pasargadas and ther city Pasorgadae
(O, Hugappase, OW Pere. Batrakatay and Parhragdda, probably Grom *Parsthugauras) and of
Sageartiapy (O Pers. Asugariiva, Babyl, Na-gpa-ar-ta-a-a, probably from *Sagas | Plassilas ).

Tewhanans and Sokaroulf

Ihe Persian Bmpire oreamzalion restrined the migrations (hroogh 1he aophieasiern horders
However. these sturted agnan doring the Mucedonian regency, also becinze of the strengthening of
Mongolta and northwestern Chuna's popolations. Strabo (Strabo: XL 8, I3 repons that the
Macedonian kingdom of Bactria was nvaded and devastated by a confederation of tour tribes: Asil
(Ao, Paiam ([Taayeval), Teciriany (Tdyopory and Sakarauli (Zenégovier). The names Avid
and Pasian: secin dedved from the comolon erm 2 Plajrisas. While Sokarawl 1 more ¢leardy
connedted sits =Swwg” vuias. probubly denved trom *Sugas *ehaulas (<*Swag”ou-ta-s *¢"oulas).
Ihe nume Foachariol has been instead pwi i relsion wilh Arse of Xinjiang. In pamcplar, 1w W_ K
Muller (Miller 1907 ) i g frgment of @ munugenpt found i thiy ssme pemon. observed thut (he
Arsi language was andwated by the termn Togry, or Tugn. Therelore, he suggested thal the A
population coukd have been alzo called foeharmamy. Sueh hypothesis induced modern lingses o
vall the Arsi languaye Tacharian, The name Tochariai kas also been assoaated 1o faguea ol
Mot Thagurus, cted by Folemy among (he peoples ol Sencn (Plolemacns: VL 160 51 but
istmelly fram Tockarians of Bacina (Polemmacus: VI, 16, 28). Carefolly copsidered, the ferm
Fochaviol seems deaved (rom the mixing of the names *Dhveg voos und 4 Flartshis. through the
lormes *Thyrgleyi and “Diyeyard, fom which (he apocopated and medithesed lorms “Dhyry, Tugt,
Levgraand Togoni conld derive. I s alzo possible that the eem Focharion v conneaied with the
aivity of archets (ef. Gr, rodvonge roccoy ) In mountaimous tecritoaes, *Swug" oy wouold have
yeduced the cow breadme. dediated (0 hunting, developed the the archery. and distingeuished
themselves as *Tewersl. In this regard. Steabo (Strabo: X1 S, 8 reponts thay Aorsi (< “Gearsh
were skilled aschers on hoeseback:

Nushanus

Mhe temtery occupied by the conlederaion of Asit, Pasiany, Tockapapys and Saktroali wos
Indicated by the oame Kusher, namely “(country) of cows (breeders)” el gush wm Darus
Jpcriptions a1 Retosiung ool 1 row &) and was e beart of the Kogdom Known as Kushan Eopoce.
Avcording (o Chanete chronicles. in the second aentury BC the Indo=lZaropean people of Yaezhi.
wha fived 10 the Tanm nver hasin, was pressed westward by the Mopgalan peeple of Xiangnu.
Amnop the five inbes which compused the Yuealii people, that of Guishirarg 100k the command
uver the olhers and constitied a kingdom, (hat has been known in the West as the Kushan Empire.
It 15 evident that the Chinese nime Guishinirg s connecled 10 [rimiin lerms gaus > gush > kush.
a0 attested 0 the aame ol the alorementoned cily ol Kusfa (Rucha) i (he Tanot nver basin
Theretore. Guishusog wis an Iaman wohe of cow breaders. namely *Swag"vbms. A difterent
mterpretation of the ferm &ush connects it wath Modern Pers. koh. which means monntain.
Iowever. this term cim o trn decive trom ¢ ous and indicate the place from which the cows
anne, sinee i Mesopotsumia and Ian #Swag"auras. rom Gued o Kushapay canee with thear cinve
Hicugh the pwbitatnng,
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Afghans and Kafirs

The Kushan Linpire in its maximum cxtension included the valleys of Ganges and Indus rivers,
Bactria, Sogdiana, and the Tarim river basin, It was a polyethnic cmpire, mainly composed of
Indians, Macedonians, Persians, Huns, and other peoples descending from #Sweag"autas. In ils
terrotories we can find connections with cow breeding in many toponyms and ethnonyms also
resuting from previous centuries *Swag"auras migrations. We find for example connections with
the term *9"ans in the names of IHindu Kush (the Indian Caveasus < *G ang”aus), Kashmir and
Kosala. In this latler region the city of Saketa (current Ayodhya) is localed, whose name, as that of
the city of Segara. situated further north, is clearly connected with ®Swag"aufay. We can also
mention the names of Afghans, which probably derives from *(Maug"auna (> *Ghavghana >
*Hafohana), and Cafiri, probably an Arabic reinlerpretation, meaning “infidels”, of an original
*Gan-airva (> *Keuira). The laller consider themselves descendants of the Macedonians, bul they
speak an Irunian language. Probably. they derived from a mix of Macedonians and tribes coming
directly from the *$wag”auras homeland.

Serkats

At the same time when Kushanas settled in Dactria other *Swag"auias tribes, known as Sakas,
settled further south, in the border arza between Persia and India, that from them was called
Sakastan. Hence Lhey wenl lo India, where they founded kingdoms and inleracled with Indo-Greeks
and Kushanas.

®wag agtas migrating to India during the first millennium BC found there the descendants of
Aryans, who still spoke a language very sinular to their one and had maintained scparate from the
Dravidian and Vedda substrate. Recognising the common origin and (he henefil of inlegrating
Arvans in the administrative and religious ruling ¢lass of their kingdoms, they adopted the Hindu
religion and reconstructed a common language for the state administration and religious cults. ‘The
language thus “claborated” (Sans. semskriam). the Sanskrit, was used almost exclusively by the
caste of princes and pricsts, while the other castes continued to utilise local dialects (prdkriv). The
grammatical system of Sanskrit was codified by Panini, who lived in the Gandhara region. Some
date back his work to the fifth century RBC. Others believe the work impossible without the use of
writing that diffused in Gandhara during the third century BC, and then postpone it dating to the last
centuries end of the T millennium BC, that 1s during the immigration of Sakas.

Hephtalites

The migrations of the lranian peoples to India in the first nullennium BC were caused, as it has
been said, by the intrusion of Hans. 5Swag”autas and Hunas dllernaled in oceupaling territorics,
interacted and probuably joined logether inlo the people of Hums Hephialites (o1, Epfolites <
Hlaftalas < *Ghautalas < "G autales). who diffused in India in the fifth century AD. Hephialites
were also known in India as Svites Hunas (White 1luns), probably an Indian reinterpretation of Gr.
Ertbar Xobvor (< ¥Sg¥vas *¢"aunay).

MIGRATIONS IN EUROPE

The infiltrations in Europe of peoples descending [rom *Suparsthas during the second millennium
BC were the result of a process that culminated in the great migration of the XII and XIII century
BC. In this process, as we saw, the cow breeder who had settled in Mongolia and western China, the
*Thvrg aunas, were foreed to flow back westward, pressing in the same direction tribes of
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From the Alpine region %8g”eras e #Sg"vas descended on Italy, diffusing through *Swag”antas
previously immigrated. The totemic animal that distinguished them, a calf, was called *8g" yralus
(cf.. Lat vitulys, Umb. viffy), whence probably the Lat. names Iralf and fralio (Italics and Italy,
Gellivs: XL 1; ef. Ose. Virelin, Devoto 1931 116). %S¢ efay settled mainly in Tuscany and Lazio,
that from them was probably said #swefus. The term became synonym ol archaie, and resulted in
Lat. vetus (cf. fatium vetus < Flatia or ¥.aan Fswetus < ¥ aulatia or G anlatan *Sg”etas. see
below). I'rom the name of *Sg¥eras probably derives those of the cities ot Vemlomia
{(«<=Sg" eralanas, later called Colonnata or Colonna < *Gawlanas), Orvieto, and Viterbo (3ITibras
*Se¥etas, “setllement of *Sg"etas™). *Sg™veas teached southern Ilaly and were mentioned in the
founding myths of Calabria (see below).

Searinavi, Scami, Gothi and Sveti

As TG uwmbras previously, ®8g"eras and #8g"vias reached the coast of the North Sea from the
Alpine area, following the course of Iilbe and Rhine rivers. The forms #Sg"e/vtas probably changed
by vawel variation also in #5g"ofws alrcady in the Alpine and Central Europe. By the North Sea,
also as a consequence of subsequent migations of *Skygas, (he variants *Skosas and *Skatas were
penerated by change of labiovelar in voiceless velar and additional vowel variation. Talking about
the frozen sea that Cimbrians called with the mentioned name Meorimarusam and that probably was
part of the North Sea, Pliny the Llder (Plinius: 1V, 04) cites an island a day away from Seythiam
Baunonia (< *G"aunonia) and laler calls the Scandinavian Peninsula Scatingvia, thus allesting the
presence of *Skatas in Scandinavia. From the form *Skatas the name of the eponymous goddess
Skadi derives.

In Scandinavia, we also find attested the change of labiovelar in aspirated voiced labial, already
developed in the Alpine arca, in the name of Svesi (< *Sg”etas; also Sverdi;, lordanes: I, 23) or
Suconi (< *Sg”aunas or *Sg"auas: also Suiones: Tacilus; XLIV), whence the name of Sweden (Lal.
Svetia/Svecia).

Between Denmark and Sweden, the fall of initial s occurred in the name *Sg”oAvras, originating the
name of Goths (Lat. Gutae, Gothi, Gothones or Gotoney, (Nd Nor. Getar and Gutar), also by
assimilation to the adjective *¢"autas. Ptolemy (Ptolemaeus: 11, 10, last table) situates Coths in the
south of Scandia (Scandinavia). The name Sraadia is probably derived from a mix of the names
Skaras (< *Swagantas or *Gausgautas) and *Scanas (< *Swag”aunas or *Gaisg” aunas). whence
the name Scania.

It is possible that in Scandinavia  ®Skastas / *S¢%eras [ *Camtas. with caucasoid somalic
morphology. assimilated the language of neighbouring Proto-Germanic peoples with depigmented
sinanthropoid morphology. Tt is alse possible that they were indeed the ones who Indo-Furopeised
the northern Europe sinanthropoid peoples creating the Gormamce dialects. However it 15 more
probably thal (he Germanic languages were generated only a leng time alter the firsl migrations of
%S¢ esvtas in Denmark and Sweden. The Germanic language of the [first alteslations, thal are the
runic inscriptions of the third century and the Ulfila’s Bible of the fourth century, still appears in
fact very homogencous and then recently formed. As we will sce, *Tinrg”aunas probably
contributed to the genesis of the Germanic people and their languages.

Scots and Picts

From the coast of the North Seu, *Skvtas and *Skotas crossed the English Channel and reached
Brilanniza. Thence, they ventured Lo the north of the island and o Ireland, changing their name
respectively to *Skitfas > *Kittas > *Pittas (Picts, Lat. Picti) and to *Skoutas (Scots, Lat, Scotri or
Seori). Romans reinterpreted the name of *Pirtas as Picti, namely painted, because the latter had the
custom of painting their bady {Taylor 1864: 87). The name of *Skyras. later merged with that of
*Gaulatas, also evolved through the forms *Kyras *G aultas > *Kyitas > *Pylus >%Pyrias. wich
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probably were conlused and mixed with the [orms *Pittas and *Pyrdas. The laller was perhaps
derived from *Thyre"aunas (¥1hvrg"aus » *Phyrdas > *Pyrdas) who probably reached Scotland,
as we will sce, at the end of the second millenmum BC. livom Ircland, *Skottas/Scofi migrated to
Scotland in the sixth century.

In Britain and Ircland the *$5g"eAvtas lunguage remained closer Lo (he original form than the
Scandinavian one and came under the influence of Germanic languages only after the conquest of
the Anglo-Saxons (fitth and sixth centuries) and Vikings {ninth to eleventh centuries).

Baltics, Latins, and Yeneti

Shortly after the arrival of *Sg”eras and *$g"vtas, central Turope was reached by M aunatas,
*Gaulatas and *G anlaranas. 1 is possible thal, pressed by *G"aulg"amnas and  *Thyrg aunas,
*Gaulatas divided in (wo branch, one of which directed toward central and southern Europe and
one northward. From the contract name *G"aultas, the name of Balrs (Lilh. Baftai) derives, whence
the Baltic Sea was named, whence in turn the terminology derives, by which some populations who
lived on the southern coast of that sca are designated, namely the Balticy or Baltic peoples .

The Baltic languages, particularly Lithuasian, show similaritics in the lexicon with Lalin., This
leads ns to think that the names of Larvians. Lithuanians and Latins may have a common origin
from the form (G aulatanas. 1t is important to observe that in these three names no trace remains of
the root *g"au. However, it 18 reasonable to suppose the derivation from that root by analogy with
the names ol other peoples, as well as for Lalin lerm fectis we can assume the derivalion (rom the
same rool *¢"au by analogy wilh Gr. yara-pavaxros. I is then possible that Halic *CGYaulatanas
separated from Balfics soon in the same area where early *¢("aulatas settled and which was called
*F audatén or later in the Balrie arca.

Amonyg the names of Balric peoples, in those of Galindi, Semigaliions, and Latgolici we [ind a clear
conneclion with the adjective *g"aulas. It is a diffused opinion (Villar 2011: 406) (hat these names
are derived from Balt. gelas, which means border. Tlowever, it is natural that when *(aultas
migrated in the Baltic region and partly began to settle devoting to agriculture, villages and later
towns arase near the houses of the farmer, while the cows breeders continued to pasture their herds
in the swrrounding areas while keeping commercial and cultural relations with those who became
sedentary. In this situation. the adjective *g"aulas was used to indicate the peripheral territories
populated by farmers and thus acquired the meaning of periphery and border.

In the Ballic area, we also [ind (he forms *G"aulas and *G"aulanas wilh labiovelar unvoicing in
the name of Peles (< *Kaulas < *Ganlas. Pol. Polacy. Lal. Peloni < *Kaulanas < *G"aulanas).
The same labiovelar unvoicing appears in the name of the city of Kagnas (< *CG"aunas) and Turther
south, in Paanenia, in the names of Celtic Cotini (*Kautanas < " awanas) and Pannonians {1 .at.
Punnoni < *Kaunaray < *G auranay) themsclves.

The connection belween Baltic and ltalic *G™aulatanas was probably the people of Veneti, that in
ancienl times sellled between (he Duanube river and Cenlral Europe areas. The ancienl Italic Venelic
i8 in fact one of the languages closest to the Latin. It is probable that a part of the ancient Veneti
people contributed to the genesis of the Gallic people, whenee the Armorican Veneti (Cacsar: 111, 8
). anothor merged with the [talic peoples, whence the Adnatic Veneri (Heradotus: ¥V, 9 ), and the
remainder. the Veredi. stationed near Vistula river (Plinius: IV, 97: Tacitus; XLVI). integrated with
subsequently immigrated *Swagaeutes and much more recently was absorbed by Slavic peoples,
whence the Weuds (Ger. Wendes: Martinet 1987: 109,

The name of Veneti probably derives [rom the lerm *G”gunatas, through a process (*G aunatas >
*¥unatas > *Hunet/das > *Unet/das > *enet/das) ihal left an intermediate ailestalion in the
name of the Romanian district Hunedeogra (< *Hupedarun) of the city of Sarmizegeteusa,
mentioned in the first parte of this study. The Italic *G awatanas, the Lating, crossing the Adriatic
Vencti territory, settled among Italic #5g"etas in a region that from them was called *G wulatin or
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*Caulatio 55¢"etas, whenee Lal. Larium Vetus. An altestalion of the lerm *GYaudatia remains in
the name of the city of Cellatia. located nearly 5 km east of Rome.

Celty, Gauls, and Galutians

Reached central and Alpine Furope, *(awlatas merged with */ubaras and the previously
imnugrated *Sweg curay, and later with *(Faulg"aunay and a few *Thyrg"aunas people, also
absorbing the sparse original tribes of depiemented Sinanthropoids and giving rise to a people who
would evolve over the cenluries, scquiring morphological (scarcely pigmented Caucasoid),
linguistic. and cultural homogeneity. In the course of time their name underwent alteration of the
root vowel with alternate resolution of labiovelar. *G"anfias became Kedrou (Strabo: TV, 6, 3,
Plutarchus: Thenistocles and Camillus. 15) or Ecdrei (Herodotus: IL 33; Celrs, wilh unvoiced
velar), nane under wich lhe Greek colonists of Magoedia (< “Mor-g"aunlia. Marseille) originally
called the hinterland inhabitants (Villar 2011; 443). However. Romans knew them as Galli (Cuesar,
< " aulfay, with voiced velar, (Gauls) and Greeks themselves at the time of the back flow towards
the Balkan resion of the third coentury BC knew them as Daidoar (Strabo: XIL 5. 1 < #G anlatas,
Gulatians).

Among the Gaulish tribes we can find traces of =Swog"auwas in the name of Bituriges
{(<=Sg"vtarajas. kings of all *Swag”autas, ie of the world), Caletes (< M aulatas). Gabali (<
G aug auli), Vellovi and Valeae (< *Grauly”anasy and in the name Casses or Cam (<G antay)
thal we can [ind in compounds as Boiocasses (< *G auag autas), Veliocasses (< *G aulag” autas).
Cassivelauni or Catuvellauni (< *Cautag anlanas) and Canriges (< *Gautarajas, kings of
(Fayfas). Among the Aguitanian tribes we can find similar traces in the name of Cacosates (<
*Gaug “ausatas), Gant (< *G auras) and Vocait (< *Gaug antay), among Belgae (scc below) in
the name of Bellovact (< *Gaulag angas).

In the firts hall of the [irst millennium BC Celts dilfused through the current France and, crossing
the Pyrenees Mountains and the linglish Channel. ventured into Spain and Britain, respectively. In
Spain Celty probably settled separately from *ubaras {(fberians) and *Gausgaunas (Basques),
while 1n Biritain merged with *GVuwmbras, *Sg¥efyias, and *Gaul/Thyrg"aunas who were
previously immigated in the insland.

Tyrsind and Volsint

Al the beginning of the migration process that culminated in the great migration of the XII and XTII
century BC *fhvrg"aunay were driven by eastern peoples to flow back into the territory of
*Gaulg"aunas. Tn China #Thyrgaunas, nomad cow breeders. had come in contact with culturally
more advanced peoples. ‘They had probably learned arts such as the ornamental metal
manulacluring, morass drainage and perhaps  wriling. Flowed back among  (he  roughest
*Gaulg"aunas, wilh some of them they crealed a conlederalion of peoples speaking diflerent
languages, over which they took the power, although they were a minority. [n the course of the
migration process, the confederation or some of its tribes (probably called *Mykg"aunas, as we
alrcady mentioned) reached Anatolia, the Balkan region, and the Alpine arca. When it arnived in
Central Europe, the labiovelar ¢, as mentioned in the first part of this study. was resulted in voiced
dental d, also aspirated z. or voiced sibilant s in the *fhyrg"quaas languape and in voiced labial 5,
also aspired v, in the *(Faulg”aunas one.

From the Alps the conlederation of Tyrsind (Greek-Lalin (ranslation of Eir. *Tyropa <
Frhyrg“aunas, [rom which also the endonyms Elr. Tarchaas and *farzine > *Rena > Rezna) and
Volsini (Latin translation of Etr. Velzna < *G"aulg"aunas) descended on Ttaly settling among the
descendants of *G umbras, *Sg efyvtas, and ¥Gaulatanas as far as in Campania. We can find
traces of  FThvras/*Thyrg uunas passing through the Alpine arca in the names of Tyrol (< Tyral,
Kihehacher 1991: 470-471) and Kanron Thitrgau (<*Thyrg ans) in Switzerland. We have an
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additonal evidence in the Alpine people of Redi (< *Reza < *Kezna < Rzaa; of. Elr. Raznea), [or
language and customs similar to 'vrsing.

[t 15 probable that Tyvrsind arnived as the last on the Ialian soil persmng Velsiad, The latter, who in
their language probably identificd themselves by names like *Volvori, *Bolbeni, *Bolzoni, and
similar, stopped in lands most suilable for cow breeding, while the [ormer headed for the
commercial ports and towards the marshes, the “maremme”, which they could transform into fertile
lands thanks to the drainage techniques they had learned and developed in China. In historical age
Tyrsind appear to be settled mainly by the T'uscan coast and on the border between ‘lTuscany, Lazio
and Umbria, while Volsini in the surrounding areas and Padania. We can [ind evidence of Tyrsini
for example in the names of the cities of Targuinia (< *Fhyrg aunia). Perugia (lal. Perusia <
¥Pherbusio < *Therghusia < *lhyrg ausia), Sarsiea and Sarzana (< ¥Sarzna < *farghana <
*Thvrg"auna), and in the Targuini lincage and Tvrrfenian Sca. We can instead find allestations of
*G¥oulg”aunas and Swae*autic (Indo-European) language speaking (ribes in (he names of the viliss
ol the axis Bolzano, Bologna (EWr. Velona, Lal. Felsina), Bolsesra (Eir. Velzia, Lal. Volsini) and of
the cities of Vulei (< *G aulg"aunas). Veii (<*G"auas). and Populonia {Litr. Pupluna or Fufluna,
from the name of Geod Fuffuns, metathesis of Fulfuns < *G'aulg"ounas, Galvano; from
*Goule"munas also Ger. Volk, Lat. popufus > Lal. Populomia). We have cvidence of both
¥hyrg"aunas and *Gaulg"aunas (or ¥ anlg"auas, Vaisei)y in the name of the cities of Volterra
{l.at. Volaierrae, Litr. Velathri, < *G'aulathyras). Feltre (1.at. Feltria, Vitr. Felthuri, Velhatre <
MG aulativras), Velletri (1Lat. Velitrae, Litr. Veltri, Veldot < *G"anlathyras). and mayhe Kainua (<
G auna, Marzabollo).

The city of Kaveana, on lhe northwestern coast of the Adriatic Sea. was [ounded, as we said. by
Tyrsini, who left to the city their endonym Razaa (< *Arzaa < Flarona < *Thyrg"auna). The city
then passcd to Velsini, who prounonced the name as Rabona or Rebenna, having changed 1n their
language the labiovelar 27 into labial &, The memory of these events was conlused by (he time of
Sirabo (Strabo: 'V, 1, 7)., which reports that the city of Ravenng was [ounded by Thessalians (<
*Thvrg"auwlay). These, unable to suffer the outrages of neighbour Tyrrhewians (Tuppyvoi <
*Tivrg”aunas). lett the city to the Umbrians. Actually, it was precisely the Tyrrhenians or Tyvrsind
to found the city, as a port for trade with *Thyrg“eunas from castern Mediterrancan Sca
(* S/ ardanas). But when probably the roughest Velsini occupied with their herds the land close
to the city, ¥yrsind moved towards the Fyrrhenian coast. leaving the territories previously occupied
partly to Velsini themselves and partly to Umbrians. [t is probable that on the Tyrrlienian coast
Tvrsini Tound commercial colonies alrcady founded by merchants of related populalions coming
from Anatolia and Syra through stopovers on the Alrican and Sardinian coasts. 1L is possible thal
ithe Targuini (Eir. Tarchaas) lineage, in whose name the labiovelar ¢” resulls in aspirated labial of,
descended from western *Fhyrg"aunas, arrived in Ttaly during the preat migration process before
the castern ones (Etr, Razna), or even migrated by sea as Anatolian colonists (cf. *Turkusnas).

The names of the tribes and cities were variously pronounced in the different confederation dialects.
From the allernation of *Thyrsunas and *Thvrghunas (whence Elr. Tarchnas) the tetm *Thyrsk-as
originated, whence later Lat. Tuscus and Lat. Erruscuy (probably with an additional euphonical ¢
preceding *Thrskas < *Thyrskas). Of the Volsin cities we know the Latin names derived from the
Tvrsiniarn ones, while the current names are often derived from the Velvinian names. For example,
we know the Latin name Felsing from Etr. Velzna, but the corresponding Volsinian one had to be
*Belhona and “Holwona (whence later Bel’nna. Bolonia and Belogna, with a not survived Roman
reinterpretation as Bonenia).

Of the common crigins of Etruskans (< *Thyrg” aunas) and Seythians (< %Swag” ant/nas) we [ind an
evidence in lhe [oundalion myths. In the Etruskesn one the divinalion arl and riluals are in [act
revealed ta the eponymous farchunis or Tarchon (< *Thyrg aunay by a being named Farchies (<
*Trore aus. Lat. Targes-Targetls or Tages-Tagetis; Cicero: 2, 23; cponymous deity), whose name
recalls that of Targitaos, the Sevthion progenitor, to whose sons gold symbols of arts and social
divisions appearcd [rom the sky.



4.:1‘9| ‘5‘&&}?@‘9&0&“\5—r}bjé:g—bh’m\.gi)\-ﬁwjfjw.J

Ciampictra Fabhri — STTPARSTHAS and SWAGYATTAS: Colonisars of the Ancient World - 1T 17

In Ttaly Velsini found populations closely related in language and customs. With them they ofllen
allied against ¥'yrsini. The history of Ancient Rome shows how the alternate coalitions of
*Graulg"aunas, *G aulatanas, =S¢"eAtay, and *G umbras gradually ncutralised the cultural
superiority of Tyrsini. At the time of the foundation and first expansion of Rome. the Erruscan
conlederations had incorporated the previously immigrated Itdic peoples, bul the conlrast belween
*¥hvras e (7" aulas remained alive until the Erruscan surrender to the Rome power. The names of
the Ftruscany handed down by the history betray the membership of the ditferent factions. Aufuy
and Caelius Vibenna (Ltr. Aule and Caile Vipina < *G"aulas #*Swag" aunas) probably had a Sekine
origin and sided with Vofsini, while Lars Porsena (Bir. Pursena < *Phyrsena < *Thyrg”auna; cl.
Fir. -senag with Celt. -boaa) with Tyeving.

Dy Romans (Tivius: TV, 23) we are informed that the representatives of the Ftruscan peoples
congregaled al the Famem Voltumnae (emple of Voltumna or Volrrnus). Actually, by the name we
can infer that, al least in origin, il was a sacred place [or Volsing and the people related 1o them. We
can in facl derive the name Voltwmna [tom *¢"aula-tamanas. by analogy with Gr. wucvog
(“delimited place™. “sacred place”, meaning the lat. secrum and sacellum), or even from
*oMeaulatu-samanas by analogy with Lat. omnmes (all). The “sacred place for all *Gamlas or
*Gaularas™ was vencrated by these as home of a deily that joined different peoples, deity (hat
became the pod of the variety and change during the Roman age.

Belgae, Frisii, Prussions, Fergusiany and Caledonians

While Etruscans descended on Italy, other wibes of =fhyre"aunas and *Caulg”aunas headed
along the Rhine river to the North Sea. We already observed that the name of Danes can have a
*Trvrg" aune origin. The presence of *Tirg aunas by the North Sea tfinds an attestation also in the
name of the old Frisians (Lat. Frisii < *Phrvsii < *Thryg'as < *Thyrg"auas, <l. Phrygians) and
probably in the name of the Thy districl or Thysyssel in northwestern Julland, while (hal of
G aulg"aunas in the name of the old Belgians (l.at. Belgae < G anlg" auas) and some of the
mentioned Celtic tribes. Morcover, by the Baltic Sca too we can find traces of *Thyrg"aunas in the
name of the old Prussiuns (Lat. Pruteni, Lith. Pritsai < *Phivsas < *Thryg"as < *Thyrg"aunas), who
later underwent the influence of Baftic peoples. We can also find and waces of G aulg aunas in
the name of primitive Burgundians (lat. Burguadii or Burgundiones < P aulg aunatas or
*Graulg®aung aunas, of. Bologna family name Borgenzoni). 'The name of Rhine river itself (Lat.
Rhenus, also (he Talisn homoenymous one named Ragge in Bologna dialeel, ¢f. Elr. Razna)
probubly derives [rom *Thyvrg"aunas (> “Re'aunas > *Rhenas > Rhenus: cf. Rhesos river in
Amnaloly).

At the end of the second millennium BC *G"awlg”aunas and probably a minar part of
*Tvrg" aunas from the North Sca coast crossed the English Channcl and diffused in Britain among
the populations of ®5g2"vas, *G umbras, and *Hubratanes. In Britain we find tesimony of
*G aulg"aunas in he name of the Arthurian cycle hero Gawlgaunus-Gwalchmei-Gawain-Galvano-
Walewein, who was son of Morgause. sister of Morgaine and half-sister of King Arthur Pendragon.
[n these names we find recalls to cow breeders by the sea (mor-g'oun/vas) and also to
g aunas  (FThvrhooras > *Tarthyras > Arthur, "Gaune *Thorgaunas > *Ghona
¥thairghonas > *Ken *lhraigon > Pen Draig or Pendragon), people half-brother of
i aulg"aunas.

In the same periad, *Thyrg"aunas from the Danish peninsula moved to Scandinavia pressing Seani,
Seari, Sveri, and Gorhs 1o the east and dilfused along the coast of Norway. Hence they moved (o
Scotlund and Ireland. Geoffrey of Monmouth (Monmouth: II, 1) reports a teinterpretation according
to which the mentioned Humber river take name from an homonymous king of the Husms, landed at
Scotland around 1000 BC and subscqguently drowned in the river while retreating from an incursion
in Locgria. The same author mentions a later king of the Huns named Gwanins (< of *G aunay =
*Hunas) hired wgether with the king of the Picrs Melga by Emperor Gratian (late [ourth cenlury)
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against the Briton Maximian (Monmouth; V. 16). L is possible that these Huss were actually
Fhvrg aunas settled between Ireland and Scotland. In this area we find in fact the Fergus (<
*hrore aus) dynasty (Gael. I Fergusa), that gave kings to Piets (Cawvsantin Mc lerpusa) and 1Yl
Riata (Fergus Mdr Me Eirc). An additional testimony of *Thyrg"aunas in Scotland is probably
given by Plolemy (Ptolemacus: I1, 20) who menlions in this arca the people of Taexali or Taezali
{Faléaror or Tallaior), whose name. as that of Thessalians, can be derived from *7hyrg"aulas.

It is possible that the name of Caledorians, a confederation of tribes ot Picry who lived in Scotland
in pre-Roman and Roman times, derives from *Gawlatanas (> *Galatanas > Lat. Caledones or
Caledonii). However, considering, the presence of the sullix -deses in the name of a people who
lived in a land also populated by ®Fhyrg"aunas, it is more probable that the term Caledones is an
exonym that in the *Fhyrg”auna language indicated the tribes of *“(Faulg"aunas (>
*Faulag  aunas > *Galadonas > Caledones). It is also possible (hat it derives [ront the conlusion
and mix of the names *Galamanas and *Galadonas by which the Indo-Eurcopean speaking iribes
were indicaled.

It is probable that the language of *Thvrg”aunas contributed to the formation of the Germanic one,
mainly in the central and southeastern Evrope more than in the Scandinavian arca. In fact, we have
alrcady observed that the Germanie shilt from & to A can he derived [rom the tendency of
¥ hyrg aunas and their descendants to mute or asprate the velars. Also the plural form ending in —
ar. which is characteristical of the litruscan language, can have influenced the (ermanic plural
torms {ct. Old Norse Gurar or Gotar, Goths).

Boii and Senones

Also in Central-Buropean and Alpine arca, as in ltalic Velsind, in the name of *G aulag"annas or
*Glaulag anas the c¢hange of labiovelar (o labial no more aspiraled occurred and is aliested
together with the conlraction of the diphthong az Lo e, previously occurred in the region around
Volga river. Actually, in that area *Bofboni (< *G"aulag”aunas) and *Tarsenar (< *Tihyrg" annas)
were probably distinguished by the way they changed and prounonce in they own dialects the
labiovelar ¢, and then indicaicd as *Bowni (< *GYaunas) or Boii (< *GYauas) and *Senar (<
G qunas), omitting suffixes *Bol- and “fas -,

In the course of time the people of #Senar, in Central and Alpine Tlurope even less numerous than
in Padania, assimilated the language of *Bori. It is probable that at the time of the descending on
Tlaly. al the beginning of the fourth century BC, *Boni and *Sengr constituled an only people, lor
which the Etruscans stll [ell a strong allinily. Velsiné and Dyrsini distinguished (hem with the most
familiar name. In the Volsinian area, particularly in Emilia, they were culled *Honi or Beii, while in
the 7yrsinian area, between Romagna, Tuscany and Marche, they were distinguished as */aar o
*Senar and the city in which they settled was called Sena, just like a Tvryvinian city (cf. Ce-semu).
Romans knew them first (fourth century BC) as Senones (< *G'aunanas; Livius: V, 34) (hrough
the Tyrsind of Chiusi. Bul later (second century BC) in Emila they knew them as Bed (Livius;
XXXII, 37), Boni or Beneni and called Bononia (< *Gaunania > Senonia) the area where this
people were mainly settled, which Velsing, as we said, and *Bofboni called *Volvonia, *Bolbonis,
*Bolwonia and similarly (> *Bol’onia > Bologna: also by analogy with * G anlonia > Beulogne,
Boulogne sur Mer, Boulogne sur Seine, Bolonia).

From finii the names of Bohemia {Iat. Boiohaemun, of. Ger. {ieim, Ting. home, Gr. woun) and
Bavaria (< *G"aua/erumy derive, from Senones the names of the city of Senigaflic in Italy and
Seine river in France.

Oenotrians, Peucelians, and Morgefians

As we saw, at the ¢nd of the third millennivm BC the arca between the Black Sca and the southern
Adriatic Sea wus inhabited by tribes of *Swag"auras, “Swag aunas, ind =Swag"aulas, who also
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were distinguished by the abbrevialed names *GVawias. *CGaunas. *Gaules and derived. At the
beginning of the second millennium BC. Sicefs (Lat. Siculi < =Swag'aulasy and Sicani (<
*Swag annas) were pressed from Thessaliany (< *Thyrg aulay) and relatives to cross the Otranto
Strait and scttle in southern Ttaly, where they cohabited with Brursii, Calabri, Ausonones, and Osci,
while other (ribes of #Swag”ausas descended on Greece. The migration [low (o (hese regions
continaed for most of the millennium. as a consequence of the process that culminated in the great
migration of the X[ and XIII century BC.

According to Ddonysius of 1lalicarnassus {Dionysius: L 11, 1-4), Calabric was inhabited by
Arcadian colonisls, who [irst among the Greeks crossed the Ionian Gull being led by Oeneofrus,
begot by King fyraca {erandson of a former fycam) 17 senerations before the Trojan War.
Oenotrus left with his brother Peucetius and others of his people. Peucetius settled over the
Tapygian promonlory, while Oenatrus headed Tor the sca west of Ttaly, said Ausorizm ftom Ausones
thal had inhabiled its coast. Citing Antiochus of Syracuse, Dionysius of Halicarnassus alse reporls
(Dionysius: I, 12, 3) that the Oenotri descendants. inilially called Oeneortrians, laler were ruled by
King ftalus, whence the name of old fraligns (1.at. ltaii, Greek Trasoi), and then King Morgetes,
whenee the name of Morgetians (Lat. Morgetes, Greck Mdapynree). Morgetes hosted Sicelus. who
create its own kingdom. The gencaloey of Calabirians, reporled by Dionysius of Halicarnassus and
integrated by other historians (Strabo: VI, 1, 5-6; Josephus 94: 1, 6. 1), reflects the succession of
peoples who inhabited the ancient Calabria: Agsones or Ascanaxes. Oencirians, Peacetians, ltali,
Morgetians, Sicels.

The Arcadia, from which QOenotrus and Pescetius came according o Dionysius, was nol the
historical Peloponnesian region, but a northem Balkan area where Hellenic peoples setlled belore
descending on the southern peninsula through subsaquent waves (Villar 2011: 559). Therefore the
twa brothers symbolise relative peoples who reached Italy through the Otrante Strait hefore the
descending of frali (< *Sg"vruli < #Sg"vras). The names can be connected with those of Veneri (<
*Hunetas < *G aunatas) and the Danube isle of Peuce (< *Kaukas < *Gaug”aus) and lead o
assume that Qernotriany and Pencetians belonged to the [atin-Venetic-acian-Baltic branch. The
name of Oenotrians can alse be derived from *Gaunathyvras (> *ounatras > *Oenotrus) and
refer to a mixed people of #*Gaulg aunas and *Thyvrg"aunas, as attested in the Balkan arca. The
recurrence of the name Lyeaon in the genealogy and the passage through territories later known by
names such as Alhania {cf. Old Pers. varka) and tgcania {cf. Gr. Adxeg) lead to think that
Oenotrian and  Peucetian tribes were descendants of *Swagautas verkanas. ‘The name of
Morgetioms (Lal. Mor-getes < “Mor-g"autas) probably means “Getae of the sea”. perhaps
Cimmerians (< *Gauia-maras) chased oul of the Black Sea or Gelae who crossed the Adrialic Sea
more recently.

Achaeans, Tontans, Aeolians, Hellenes, Dovians, and Danaans

In Greece *Swag“autas came lhrough subsequent migration wives since lhe beginning of the
second millennium BC. overlapping the population who lived there, derived from a mixture of
primitive sinanthropoids. Anatolic *Parsthas, and *Iubaraes (Iberians). The presence of *lubarays
in northern Grecee 1s attested by the name of Evros river (Gr. Effpog, Lat. Hebpus). The pre-
Hellenic population was indicated by the histerians with the name Pelasgians ({ieracyoi;
[Terodotus: 1, 57), that originally referred instead, as we saw. to the tribes of *(:"aulas. The various
tribes with which *Swag"autas came into contact called them by ditferent names: Achacans ((ir.
Hyeaor; Herodotus: I, 145, < Ayoupor < *dg"auai < *G ausg"anas or *Swag"auas). lonians (Gr.
Tever, Herodolus: 1, 28; < Yaunas < *CGaunas), Aeolians (Gr. Aieddee: Herodowus: [ 28, <
G aulas), Hellenes ("EAnveg, Herodotus: I 1. < G aulanas; see also Geloni and Alani in the
next section).

The name of Achgeans was recognized in the term Akhivewa reported in Hifdre texts of the
thirteenth BC' (Forrer 1928; Finkelberg 1988). Homer in the Hiad uses the lorm Ayoroi (Homer: 11
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row 123) (o indicate the Myeeraeans (< *Mykg"aunas) and the lerm FAdyveg (Homer: 11, row 684)
to tefer to the inhabitants of Thessaly, the temitory where originally Acofians were settled. The
general name  Fleflenes (<*G aulanas) was in fact derived from that of Aeoliany (FG aulas)
thravgh the process G mdas > *GPaulan (couny of *GUanlas) > *G anlanas (from the country
ol *G"aulas).

The name of fenians appears in the Knossos tables {Xd 1460) dating back to the period between
1400 and 1200 BC, under the form lawene. llomer in the [lHad calls the Jforicns as Taovee ([Tomer:
XL, row 683). The Jows knew them as Yawan (Genesiz 10, 2), the Assyrians as feunaio {1 oley
2005: 294, Persians indicaled Jonians of Asia Minor simply as Yausra (Szemerényi 1980: 11-14),
the Greeks of the motherland as “Yauna paradraya™ {"fesians beyond the sea"), and Macedonians
(<*Mik-g"aunas ) as “Yauna takabara™ ("fenians with overhead shields™). According to Ilerodotus
(Heredotus: VIO, 735, at its ime (he only fosian tribe who still lived in Peloponnesus was that of
Cinuri (Kovoipiar), This name is probably derived [rom a more archaic *Kovvdoror Lhat can be
comnected (o the [orms *CGYaunarvas-*Gaunamaras. [rom wich also the name of Cinunerians can
be derived. tHerodotus also savs that fonians and Aeofiany were previously called Pelasgians. 1n
fact. as we saw, the fonians and Aeolions whe stayed in the territorics occupicd by Thessalians and
relatives woere originally indicated by the names *GYounasthas and *Gaulasthas, later Penastae
and Pelasgians.

Darians arrived in Greece probably towards the end of the second millennium . The name of
Poriens (Gr. Awpety Strabo: VIIL 6, 16) probably derives from that of their eponymous ancestor
Dorvus (Gr. Ad@pos, Pseudo-Apollodorus: 1, 7, 3), which in turn can resull from a more archaic
*A@Aos or ®ddvoy (olt Gr. ddpov <> Lal. dosun). lerms that can be derived [rom *Gaulas and
G aunas through the phonetic change of labiovelar to dental which is characteristic of the
*Thvrg aunas language. ‘Therefore, Doriens could be a tribe belonging to the people of *Sardamay
or lo the mixed one of Mygdones, thal during the migrations of Sca Peoples crossed (he Greece and
setiled in Peloponnesus.

Vrom *Thyrg aunas also the name Danaany (Gr. Aavaciy comes, which indicated the desendants of
Panaus. In the lliad the term is used as a synonym of Argives (dppeion) and Achaeans (Ayoior).
According to the myvth reparted by Pscudo-Apolledomis (Pscudo-Apollodorus: 11, 1, 4-53) Daneaus
was the grandson of Poseidon and Libya, who had two sons, of whom Belus ruled Eecypt and
Apenor moved to Phoenicia, where he became king. Belus had two twin sons, of whom Dasaus
was set to rule libya and Aegyptus to govern Arabia. After Aegyptus subjugated the territory to
which he eave his name, Dangus. by the advice of Alhena, buill as the [irst a ship on which,
together with his filty daughlers, reached Rhodes and then Argos. Here the reigning king Gelanor
(< CYaulanar) sumendered the kingdom o him and the inhabitants were then called Danaans.
According 10 Aeschylus (Aeschylus) Darans was accepted in Argrs by the king Pelasgus (<
*Pelastha < *G aulastha), who had taken the decision after consulting with the popular assembly,
According o Pavganias (Pausanias: 2, 16, 1 and 2, 19, 3-4) Danaus came 0 Argos (0 ¢laim the
throne against Gelarror, son of Sthenelas. The people chose Danaits as king aller seeing a woll light
and win a bull leading a cow herd and interpreting what happenad as premonition of the victory of
the forcigner over the leader of Arges. Pliny the Llder (Plinivs: VIL 56, 16) points out that Danauy
was the first to sail with a ship, whereas previously rafts were used which had been invented by
King Eryihras 1o pass from one island to another in the Red Sea.

In the myth of Danaus many elements appear condensed and confused. that lead to think that
Dandaeans belonged to the people of *T/D/Sardanas. 1ike these, in fact, Panaus sails following long
roules between Libya and the Acgean coasts. Moreover, he selles in the lands ol *Pelasthas and
*Pepasthas. who were sedenlary *G"qulas and *Gqunas, symbolised by Pelasgus and Sthenelas
{also of. Mene-faus and Plei-sthenes with Indo-European roots meaden and stha). The wolf and the
bull actually symbolise Argos (ef. Old Pers. varka and Lat. afbus, sec ficst party and *Tarhunas and
then the conflict between *GYaude“aunas and *Tlvrgaunas, between *Myvkwenas (Mycenaedi)
and  *Mykdonas (Myvgdones). Therefore, it is possible that the names Dorigns and Danaans
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originally teferred 1o the sume people of *Thyrg"aunas penelraled by land and sea at the end of the
second millennium BC in the Greece inhabitated by *G™aufg”aunas and represent a case of Greek
language characteristic double (Villar 2011: 336).

BACKFLOWS

‘The expansion of Mongolian peoples, as we saw, led most of the castward migrated *Swag”antas to
flow back Lo the original land and was probably the cause of the migrations (o India sand Europe.
Also from Central Europe #Swag”auias continually flowed back towards Black Sea and Caspian
Sea. Actually, the *Swag"autas migrated to Burope remained in contact with their original country
through the merchants traveling along Danube and Borysthenes rivers and carrying goods and news.
The gradual overcrowding of Central Europe, compared (o the availability of pastures [or large cow
herds and (o the defurestation capabilities by the lime. led *Swag”autas 10 migrale o peripheral
areas and often to flow back to previously unattractive areas that had remained less populated.

Galatians

Celts, having ventured into Spain and across the linglish Channel in the firts half of the first
millennium BC and already moved southwards to ltaly in the fourth centwy BC, in the following
century [lowed back along the Duanube o Thrace. Thence, kown as Galatians, (Lal. Galasae,
Plinius: V, 42, Gr. {eddrar, Strabo; XIL 5, 10 < *Gaulaias). they passed (o Anatolia (Strabo: XII,
3, 2), territory that a millennium before had welcomed the Cimmerian exiles. In Anatolia they
constitucd the kinhdem of Gulaia, that was incorporated into the Roman Empure towards the
middle of the first century BC. Tt is posssible that (he names of the Galation tribes ending in - sages,
such as Tecrosages and Rigesages, are connecled o Celt. segos (Ger. Sieg. viclory). bul it is more
probable that they refer to *Swag” au(tias. (cf. Gr. —mapétw)

Cimbyi, Tentony, and Ambromnes

Along the North Sea and Scandinavia coasts, the worsening of the weather conditions and probably
the gradual arrival of new *Tiwrg”aunas tribes in the second half of the first millennium BC
increased the backilow of the peoples previously immigraled. Towards the end of the second
century BC. Cintbri and Teutons who lived in the Danish peninsula [owed back towards Bohemia
and Noricum (in central Austria. Bavaria. Eastern Alps and Slovenia) and thence. led by Boiorix (=
king of Boiiy, wandered ahout Gaul and tried unsuccessfully to penetrate Italy (Strabo: VII. 2. 2). Tt
18 possible that the name of Teyrony (Lat, Teutoney) 1 simply connected to Proto-Ger, ®#hend (O1d.
Sax. *hied, Old Eng. *theod, people) and gencrally indicated some peoples whe lived in the
Danish peninsula and [ollowed Cimbri in their backfllow southwards. However, it is more probable
that the terms Tewtones and *theud derive from *Thyrdones (< *Tlyvrg"aunas) as well as at.
Valgus (> *Vuglus > Lat. Poplus, Lat. Populus) and Geor. Volk derive from *GYaulg”aunas. "The
term Ftheud and *waulg were probably used in the border arcas to distinguish the *Thyrg"anmay
from ¥ aule"aunas wibes. We already observed that *fhyre"aunas can have contributed 1o the
formation of the German language and to the Germanisation of the Scandinavian countries. It is
important to notice that the descendants of the Germanic peoples pronounce the # briefly and in a
gullural or palatal manner, as in French, German or English. This (endency explains the
iransformation of *Thysdones in Fhvdones and ¥heudones (of. ¥Thyrgtaulas > Gooouloi).
Therefore, Feutons were tribes of *#hyrg"aunas that accompanied in the southwards backflow
Cimbri/Cambri, whom 1n their language thev called *(H jambri, whence Lat. Ambrones.
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Visigoths and Osirogoths

[n the last centuries of the first milleanum BC, Gorhs crossed the Baltic Sca and settled at the
mouth of Vistula river in the territory inhabited by the Baltic people of Acsti. Hence, following
Vistula river upsiream and Borysthencs downstream, they began o flow back into the lands of
Cretae and Scyvthians (lordanes: IV. 25-27). Quickly they subdued the local population and acquired
the contrel of the territory north of Black Sea and the Danube mouth, whence they performed
cxpeditions in the ncighboring lands to procure goods and slaves.

The Georhis tribes who sellled in the west (Geria) constiluted the group of Thervingi, later identilied
with Visigoths, those who settled in the east (Sewhia) formed the group of Grewthungi, later
remembered as Ostrogoths (Schreiber 1981: 75). At the beginning of the fifth century Visigotiis
Hlowed hack along the Danube arca lo Central Europe again, sacked Ilaly, seltled in Aquitaine and
then penetrate inle Spain. Towards the middle of the same century also Osuogoths [lowed (o
Ceniral Europe. inilially lollowing the incursion and the retreal of Heaas, then sellling in Pannonia,
and finally taking the control over Italy.

It is probable that the Germanic language was formed when Goths still lived 1n Scandinavia or
during the first scttlements along the Vistula, by cenlact with peoples descending  [rom
*Swag auas and sinanthropoids spaeking Uralic and Altaic languages, undergoing the direct
influence of the Greek or languages having a Proto-Ilellenic substrate. [Towever, it is also likely,
that the language of Geths. when they initially arrived in the lands of Getae and Sevthians, was still
close enough o the Tocal dialects Lo denounce 4 common origin of Goths and Gefae. Olherwise, the
awareness ol a common origin may have maintained over the centuries through trade and cullural
contacts between the two peaples. Such awareness was still alive at the time of Jordanes, secretary
at the Constantinople court in the sixth century, who narrated the migration of Gethy from
Scandinavia in his work concerning the Geiae origin and acts (Jordanes 551).

Alans and Geloni

By the Black Sca, Gorhs came into contact with Alans (Lat. Helani, Marcellinus: XXX, 12; and
Alani ; Plinius: IV, 7, 29; Gr. Aiavol: Josephus 75; VIL 7, 4; and AAapvol;, Ptolemaeus: I, 12, 2).
With them, towards the end of the third century. they raided in Anatolia, whence they were later
driven out hy the Dyzantine [imperor Tacitus. I.ike Alans, in the fourth century, (Gotits became
servants of Huss, Alasrs allied wilth Visigoths against Rosmars al the Baltle of Adrianople in the
fourth century and with Visigoths and Romans against Ossrogoths and Huns at the Ballle of
Catalaunian (elds in the [ilth century.

The name of Alans appears for the first time in the first century in the reparts of the incursions of
this people against the Roman Empire (Lucanus: VI and against the kingdoms of Armenia and
Media (Joscphus 73: VIL 8, 4). In the same period the Chinese chromicles (Fan: 88, 19) report that
the kingdom of Yanciai ("great steppe”) had assumed the name of Atenliae. According Lo
Ammianus Marcellinus {Marcellinus: XXI11, 5, 16 and XXXL. 2, 12 ) and 1ho Cassius {(1Yo: 1.XIX,
15. 1) the Alany were descendants of Massagerae.

Some scholars (Szemerényi 1980: 22, Klaproth 1822; Tomaschek 1888-1889) believe that the name
Alani derives from the term Arvani {(Aryans) or lrani {({ranions). However these ethnonyms are
derived from toponyms (Sans. Aryan and Aves. Airyan. respectively) in turn derived from
ethnonyms (Sans. Arye and Aves. Airve, respectivelv. inflected to plural genitive). While in India
(Aryvavaria) and Iran (Airvan vaéid) we find toponyms of this kind since the second millennium BC,
in the lemrilories oceupied by Afani and Massagetae lhe lerm {fren (name of an Oysetian distriet and
its dialect) appears only in the Micldle Ages as a result of migrations from Persia (Nasidze et al.
2004).

It would be more reliable to assume that the name of Aluns derives from that of Albaniany (Lat.
Albami (Plinius Secundus: VI 15, 3 Gr. Adfavei, Strabo, XXI, 4, 1), which, like that of
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Hyecaniany, can be teaced back (o Swug awas varkanas.. However, hased on the idormuaiiun
jrovided by Chigese chronweles, 1115 mare bkely that the wenn Helaal deaves feom S5 anlonos . In
e, Massagetere, breeders of large heds, were probably valled "G aulanas more reasonably thim
Iheir refatives when the teent *Swag” wuwe 1ost its ongingl meaning. The people of (he great steppe
vhanged so gradually = pame unul they were called (& plona. The use of term Jdenved {rom
WS audas and VG aidaas o indicate Sowhinn peoples s atested by Herpdotus (Herodolus: TV,
1108, 2) reporting aboul the people of Gelapr (Gr, [l < Y6 anlaras ), believed (o be ongmally
[ellenes (< G aulanas).

Ny

Vot Seythiany enslaved by Gorix. from Hupy also manorly adegrared wath other peoples hayvine
stnamthiopond sod *Sweg euias wogins, and from Caths Whemselves. it probable that the Slae
poople way orginated, The name Sezafpvor (Procopivs: T 27], by which the Greeks indicatedl
Sheyy, canin fadt be deaved from the verm *Saoflslaf=ls, composed of Snodor (Seythians) and Aaf)
(copture, catedy, feom verly Zagfiove ). The Slavic language is altested only stee the wnth cenwury
BC Vil 2001 418 by the rrsnshtion of the Bible by Cynl and Methodiug G the Siavie dialect
spoken i Thrage. The fact that the diafeet spoken in nn area on (he Slayie selllentent border way
understandable (o all the Slavic peoples thal the \wo missionaries evangelized. estifies that at that
ume the Shavic langusge way il very voform. The Siavie people should therefore have been
tormed 1o relatvely limted area n the Lt centunes of the Chastian em,

The pucleus (rom which the Slovic languape developed was probably a Dico-Seythisn keine A
eyidenee of the Dacan language some toponynis, Ioan wonds (o the Romunian and very shost
wiscnplinns remmin. [Ewas pmnably an mlermedinie Inngunge: omong Baltie. Venetic-Tann aml
Scvthian. When Romans conguered Dadian, o piot of the local pepulation probably moved (o (ke
lemilones of Scythians, giving nse with (he latiers o (mde and cullural exchgnges (hal Ted o the
formatan of « copnmon fanguaee The pew vtes founded o Daca were populated mainly by
Roman colomsts and merchants speakange Latm, Iaoguize sufficient]y underatandable (o the loeal
popalation, that, moslly reneed (0 the counlryside, confinued (o speak Davan or assumed (he
Dacian-Scvihian Proto-Slavie koiné. Wible Dacian evolved nto yuta Proto-Slavie and sull was
spoken by the less culured clasges, Latin wos used for the provinee adomnizhagon and commereal
and cultural exchanges with the rest of the Roman Empice, This eaplata why apparestly Dacan did
nol survived to Roman domination lasted only a bide over o century and a hall, and why in
Romania a romence language contimed 1o be spoken while Slavie diffosed i the sarrounding
areds.

Septe, Sembsy, e Avary

Among the names of the Siare peoples that of Neris and Sopds {aleo called white Serds, Lusatan
Nerts, dnd Sarabs) can be denved from the alorementioned Sapgen (= "Sarbeti), people setlled in
the Dannbian area and probably generaled from a mixioe of Sormuwing and  *Swag autas
Aceonding o the Byvzantine Emperon Constantine the seventh (Constuntinus VII: 32) all Serbs hal
onginally resided over the Turkey (7ongnia, e Hungary) an o land (hey called Boiki (probably the
Y Boikome > Boliemia) om the border with Franks: their nsowe was derived Trom Lt servis, beciuag
(hey were serfs or vassals of Romans: af the fime of Emperor Tlemelins a Serbian pance had gol
(Vom b the peenngsion W settle t Thessaly, but Bater the Serhs who bad followed him wanied o
retum towards their homeland pod sedled mo the corrent Serbiys previously devastisted sml
soblracted lrom the Romua vonlrol by (he Avars. Thereloge, 1) s widely beheved that Serbs werg
veraally Hving an an area between Gemany, Poland. and Crechnslovaka and were (nviled y
Fomperor Heeaehiog 10 seltle in Thessaly and Bosm an order to detend the bordery ol (he amphy
from Avers apd other peoples commng from the Basl, However, it 15 probable (hal Serdrs bl
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followed the Sfavie expansion since its origin and were distribuled (hroughout the whole area
between Dacia and Lusatia. Chased by the Avars out from Dacia and Pannonia. they concentrated in
the northern terntories joining forces with Byzantines to repel the invaders. It is also probable that
the name of Sargetr, under the influence of the Galatian tribes that settled in the Danube arca during
their backllow (o the Black Sca, was already changed w *Sarbed under (he Roman domination and
was reinterpreted by the conquerors in association with the condition of servants, hence the belief of
Constantine the seventh that the name of Serbs derived from I .at. servus.

The Avars {(Gr. "dfaperc; Constantinus VI, 32), also kown as Kavari or Kabari, were a people
speaking an  Allaic language., probably descended [rom 4 mixture of eastward migrated
Fwag agtas and Mongoloid peoples. Tt is probable that the name of Avars. as that of Anrsi and
Kafirs, derives from (7 auarsi or *("auari. It is then possible that the Avarir people was formed
in the arca hetween Karakhston and Pakistan and was closcly relative of Hephealites Huns (<
*GYautala-tas).

Vikings and Varyags

A later backllow of peoples descending from #Swag"mutas towards (he original land is that of
Vikings-Varyags {or Varangians) in Ukraine. This people, which colonized Furasia and North
America, probably brought in its name testimony of its cow breeder ancestors. The origin of the
name of Vikings in fact is not sure. [t is widely believed to can derive from Old Nor. vk (fiord, bay)
or [rom Ang. wie (camp) and (o have been originally refemred (o pirales or raiders. However, by
andlogy with the name of the Gauls Bituriges (<*Sg%viuriges < *Sg”atarajus, “reigning over all
Sg'vras . “reigning over the world™). it is probable that it derives from *Swytikanrig or *Swyriking
(< *Sg"wutag aunarajay) “reigning over all Swe/vr”. Vikings in fact gained control over most of
the arcas populated by ®5g"e¢Avwas belween the Black Sca and Brilain, As a reminder of the
dominion over 4 pluralily of #Swag”auta populations, the Rulers of Sweden up o Gustay VI Adoll
were crowned acquiring the title of "King of Vikings, Gorlis, Vandals. Wends, Alans and Suebi”. 'I'o
the cast, where the Tanguage had more widely maintained the prevalence of the original vowel o,
which is characteristic of Iranian languages (later changed to o in Slavic; Villar 2011; 421) Vikingy
were probably known as  *Swatreg  (<FSgTautarajes) or  Swatrang  (Swalganrag <
¥ e"amtag aunarajas), whence the terms Varvags (Gr. Bapayor) or Varangians (Gr. Bapayyor).

CONCLUSIONS

In the second part of this study, evidences of the diffusion of the descendant of *Suparishas and
*Syue” antas have been found by analysing the historical attestations of the names and the customs
ol the peoples who migraled through Asia and Eureope and the names of (he places where they
settled [rom the beginning of the second millennium BC (o the end of the [irst millennivm AD. In
Asia and liurope there are still many toponyms that testity the ditfusion of peoples descending from
*Swag antas and their relatives. Since the sixteenth contury, as a consequence of colonialism, these
peaples spread over almost all the world, bringing with them the testimony of their ancestors in the
language and toponyms. It goes beyond the intentions of this study to highlight and analyse all these
testimonies until today. It is also beyond the scope of this work to analyse in detail all the
assumptions that have been introduced tor each people taken into cosideration. Such an analysis is
then lelt (o suceessive works.
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SUPARSTHAS and SWAGWAUTAS
Colonisers of the Ancient World

Part I = Late migrations
Giampietro Fabbri

ABSTRACT

In the second part of this study the main migrations of the peoples
descending from *Suparsthas and *Swag"“autas are reconstructed in
Asia and Europe from the second millennium BC to the tenth AD. [1[]
role of Etruscan relative peoples in the evolution of Indo-European
nations and languages is investigated and highlighted.

In the [I0[phrt of this study the name *Suparsthas has been
reconstructed for the ancestors of the peoples speaking the Proto-Indo-
European language, *Parsthas and *Swag“autas, and their related
*Suparas and [J[J[Ifaunas. By analyzing the ethnonyms of the
descendant peoples and the historical attestations on them, traces of the
customs and religion of the progenitors have been highlighted.
Moreover, the early migrations of the descendant peoples in Asia and
Europe have been reconstructed. In this second part we will analyse the
heritage of the peoples that [1[1sed in Asia and Europe starting from
the second millennium BC.

Keywords: Superstas, Swagvatas, Ancient World, Indo-European, Aryans



