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Abstract:

The importance of ancient history and archaeology for the
construction of national identities has repeatedly been stressed
in recent years. This essay addresses the question of the
importance of Ancient Near Eastern studies in Germany from
1870 to 1945. It is argued that this seemingly apolitical research
developed hand in hand with the economic and political as well
as cultural interests prevalent in Wilhelmian Germany. After
World War 1, this concern, for various ideological and political
reasons, gave way to a reorientation toward ancient Greece.
During the Nazi regime, the auspices for the study of the Ancient
Near East changed again. Here it was put to use for the
devaluation of the Semitic people and glorification of Aryan
history. But whatever ideological stance was taken toward the
Ancient Near East, its research remained a very important
vehicle in international relations and a factor for German
influence in the region.

Key words: Iran, German, History, Archeology, Relation,
Political
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Notes

The present article is the extended and annotated version of a
paper presented at the German Studies Association meeting in
Washington, D.C., on October 2, 2001. I would like to thank Dr.
Hans-Ulrich Seidt for his invitation to participate in the panel on
Germany and the Middle East. I am very grateful to Prof. Dr.
Elspeth Dusinberre, who went through the paper with great care
to correct my non-native speaker's English. All opinions and
mistakes remain my responsibility.

The following abbreviations are used:

Bast 2001 = Oliver Bast, "Germany I: German-Persian
diplomatic relations,” in Ency clopedia Iranica X, 2001,
506—19. Gunter and Hauser (in press) = Ann C. Gunter,
and Stefan R.

Hauser, eds., Ernst Herzfeld and the Development of
Near Eastern Studies, 1900—1950 (Leiden, in press).

Hauser 2001 = Stefan R. Hauser, "Not out of Babylon?
The Development of Ancient Near Eastern Studies and Its
Current Significance," in Historiography in the
Cuneiform World, Part I, Proceedings of the XLVe
Rencontre Assyriologique Interna tional, ed. Zvi Abush et
al (Bethesda, Maryland, 2001), 211-37.

Hauser (in press) = Stefan R. Hauser, "Ernst Herzfeld
and Eduard Meyer: Near Easter Studies, Orientalism and
Universal History," in Gunter and Hauser (in press).
Hirschfeld 1980 = Yair Hirschfeld, Deutschland und Iran
im Spielfeld der Mdchte: in ternationale Beziehungen
unter Reza Schah 1921-1941 (Diisseldorf, 1980).
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e Marchand 1996 = Suzanne L. Marchand, Down from
Olympus: Archaeology and Phil hellenism in Germany,
1750—-1970 (Princeton, N.J., 1996).

e  Mousavi (in press) = Ali Mousavi, "Ernst Herzfeld,
Politics, and Antiquities Legislation in Iran,” in Gunter
and Hauser (in press).

o Renger 1979 = Johannes Renger, "Die Geschichte der
Altorientalistik und der vordera siatischen Archdologie
in Berlin von 1875 bis 1945," in Berlin und die Antike, ed.
Willmuth Arenhével and Christa Schreiber (Berlin,
1979), 151-92.

e Rezun 1982 = Miron Rezun, The Iranian Crisis of 1941:
The Actors Britain, Germany and the Soviet Union
(Cologne, 1982).

V. Cf. "Deutsche Politik im Zeitalter des Imperialismus: Ein
Teufelskreis?," in Flucht in den Krieg? Die Aufsenpolitik
des kaiserlichen Deutschland, ed. Gregor Schollgen
(Darmstadt,  1991), 170-86;,  Immanuel  Geiss,
“Weltpolitik': Die deutsche Version des Imperialismus,"”
in ibid., 148-69.

Y. It is often forgotten that besides the most successful
powers, France and Britain, Russia, Spain, Portugal,
Belgium, and the Netherlands were also active as colonial
powers. At least in Germany, the scale and success of
imperial activities by Japan and the United States at the
turn of the century are usually forgotten.

Y. Repeatedly the Persian government tried to gain German
support, or even to win Germany over as a third power in
the political struggle for influence in Persia between
Russia and Britain. Nevertheless, Bismarck and later
Wilhelm II did every thing possible to demonstrate their
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lack of interest in Persia, as part of their policy to
conciliate Britain and Russia, cf. Bast 2001.

¢, Gregor Schéllgen, Imperialismus und Gleichgewicht:
Deutschland, England und die orientalische Frage 1871-
1914 (Munich, 1984), 433.

°. Kurt Grunwald, "Peénétration Pacifique-the Financial
Vehicles of Germany's 'Drang nach Osten," in "Germany
and the Middle FEast 1835-1939," ed. Yehuda L.
Wallach, Jahrbuch des Instituts fiir Deutsche
Geschichte, supplement 1 (Tel Aviv, 1975), 85-101, here
p. 87.

1. This also changed the archaeological practice in field
research. While archaeology in earlier times generally
meant the hunt for treasures illustrating what was known
from written sources, archaeologists, in their attempt to
break the narrow scope of textual evidence, developed
precise methods modeled on hard science (Adolf H.
Borbein, "Klassische Archdologie in Berlin vom 18. bis
zum 20. Jahrhundert,” in Berlin und die Antike, ed.
Willmuth Arenhével and Christa Schreiber (Berlin,
Y4v4), 44-Ye. here p. YYA). For a short history of
archaeological methods and theories see Stefan R.
Hauser, "Archdologische Methoden," in Der Neue Pauly:
Rezeptions- und Wissenschaftsgeschichte, vol. 13
(Stuttgart and Weimar, 1999), 201-16. For a detailed
account of the history of archaeology see Bruce G.
Trigger, A History of Archaeological Thought
(Cambridge, UK., 1989).

V. Suzanne L. Marchand, "The Rhetoric of Artifacts and the
Decline of Classical Hu manism: the Case of Josef
Strzygowski," History and Theory 33 (1994): 106-30,
herep. 112.



(YV/\Y’—f.Yf.V liL:u)\ g QL:.«'.A) 9 J:'.’.li 4‘_)_9‘ JLw g<=_5.> e)\.a.:: — U’@S Q‘J.“:\ Sldlas

A. The literature on German Philhellenism, especially on
specific aspects and peri ods, is vast. For a summary see
above all Marchand 1996.

1. Marchand 1996, 243.

Ve Cf. Frederick N. Bohrer, "Inventing Assyria:
Exoticism and Reception in Nine teenth-Century England
and France," Art Bulletin 70 (1998): 336-56, Frederick
N. Bohrer, "Layard and Botta: Archaeology,
Imperialism, and Aesthetics,” in Historiography in the
Cuneiform World, Part I, Proceedings of the XLV
Rencontre Assyriologique International, ed. Zvi Abush et
al. (Bethesda, Maryland, 2001), 55-64.

Y. The first cuneiform signs were deciphered by
Georg Grotefend in 1802. A much broader understanding
of signs and language was independently gained by
Henry C. Rawlinson in the 1830s. His work was based
on Darius's trilingual inscription from Bisotun, which he
published in full in 1846. In 1857 the British Academy
officially declared cuneiform as deciphered. For the most
detailed account see Mogens Trolle Larsen, The
Conquest of Assyria: Excavations in an Antique Land,
YA£+—YAT. (New York, 1447).

VY, Cf.  Francine  Tissot, “La  délégation
archeologique francaise en Iran," Encyclopae dia Iranica
vol. 7 (1996), 238-40; Rémy Boucharlat, "Ernst
Herzfeld and French Approaches to Iranian
Archaeology,"” in Gunter and Hauser (in press); Mousavi
(in press).

‘Y. Cf. Renger 1979, 153. Six years earlier, the first
chair for Assyriology was created for Jules Oppert at the
College de France.

VE, Quoted after Matthes Olaf and Johannes Althoff,
"Die 'Konigliche Kommission zur Erforschung der
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Euphrat- und Tigrislinder," Mitteilungen der Deutschen
Orient-Gesellschaft 130 (1998), 241-54, p. 243.
Interestingly Mesopotamia was chosen over Egypt, as the
minister had asked for advice on inaugurating research
into Egypt or Mesopotamia (Matthes and Althoff, ibid.,
Y¢Y). Nevertheless, in YA%4 a "Generalkonsulat" for
archaeology was established in Cairo, which in 1907
was transformed into the "Institut fiir dgyptische
Altertumskunde." In 1928 this institute became part of the
Deutsches Archdologisches Institut (DAI) (Marchand
1996, 195).

Vo, cf- Jan Stefan Richter, Die Orientreise Kaiser
Wilhelms II. 1898: Eine Studie zur deutschen
Aufenpolitik an der Wende zum 20. Jahrhundert
(Hamburg, 1997).

‘1. cf. among others Seton Lloyd, The Archaeology of
Mesopotamia (London, 1978), who in his foreword
praises the excavators Robert Koldewey (Babylon)
and Wal ter Andrae (Assur) for their techniques laying
the ground to all later discoveries.

VY, Nicola Criisemann, Vom Zweistromland zum
Kupfergraben: Vorgeschichte und Entstehungsjahre
(1899-1918) der Vorderasiatischen Abteilung der
Berliner Museen vor fach- und kulturpolitischen
Hintergriinden, Jahrbuch der Berliner Museen N.F.,
Beihefte Bd. 42. (Berlin, 2001).

YA, The 1896 master plan for the museum, not
completed as planned, envisaged "Three central rotundas
... devoted to the ancient civilizations of Greece & Rome,
Egypt, and Mesopotamia, flanked by courtyard buildings
dedicated to the traditional cultures of America, Asia,
Africa, and Oceania.”" Douglas M. Haller, “Architectural
Archaeology: A Centennial View of the Museum
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’

Buildings,”’ Expedition 4], (2000).
http.//www.upenn.edu/museum/QOverview/buildinghistor
v.html

‘4, Hauser 2001. 218.

AKH Bernhard vom Brocke, “Wissenschaft und
Militarismus': Der Aufruf der 93 >An die Kulturwelt!<
und  der  Zusammenbruch  der internationalen
Gelehrtenrepublik im Ersten Weltkrieg," in Wilamowitz
nach 50 Jahren, ed. William M. Calder III, Hellmut

Flashar, and Theodor Lindken, (Darmstadt, 1985), 649-

719.
Yy, See Gunter and Hauser (in press).
YY. Mousavi (in press).
Yy, YY. Hirschfeld YaA. YV,
Ye, Hirschfeld 1980, 32.
Yo, The Anjuman Athar-i Milli was a private society

founded in 1922 to support care of Persian cultural
heritage. On the developing interest in and the changing
role of archaeology in Persia/lran see Kamyar Abdi,
"Nationalism, politics, and the development of
archaeology in Iran," American Journal of Archaeology
105 (2000): 51-76.

Y, Bast 2001, 511.

Yv. According to Hirschfeld (Hirschfeld 1980, 331)
during the Weimar years imports by Persia accounted for
0.1 to 0.2 percent of Germany's overall exports, and im
ports from Persia, including oil, amounted to 0.2 to 0.6
percent.

YA, Hauser (in press).

Y4, On behalf of Germany, the Swedish ambassador
inquired about entering into rela tions in November 1923.
In April 1924, the first German ambassador, Nadolny,
was delegated. See Akten zur deutschen Auswdrtigen
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Politik 1918-1945 aus dem Archiv des Auswdrtigen
Amtes (Géttingen ,1991), Serie A vol. IX, nos. 18, 88, and
Y <), This appointment coincided with the passing of
the new constitution in Turkey.

Y. Marchand 1996, 283—84.

vy, Ernst Weidner, "Nachruf Eckhard Unger (April
11, 1885 to July 24, 1966)," Archiv fiir Orientforschung
YY (VATA/T): YY) Y,

vy, The foundation stone for the museum was laid in
1910. After protracted quarrels the museum finally
opened in October 1930. On these quarrels cf. Nicola
Criisemann, Vom Zweistromland zum Kupfergraben,
passim. The Near Eastern exhibition was completed in
1936 and closed with the outbreak of World War II in
1939. The exhibition was designed by Walter Andrae, the
former excavator of Assur, who assumed the directorship
of the museum in 1928. The museum was heavily
damaged in bombing raids during the war; most of the
artifacts were removed by Soviet troops in 1945 and
returned in 1957. In the German Democratic Republic,
the displays were redesigned following Andrae's original
concept, except for the missing pieces, particularly those
in gold. On the difficulties of concept and design see
Reinhard Bernbeck, "The Exhibition of Architecture and
the Architecture of an Exhibition: The Changing Face of
the Pergamon Museum," Archaeological Dialogues 7
(2000): 98-145.

vy, Marchand 1996, 295.

Ve, Walter Andrae, “Der Riickerwerb der Assur-
Funde aus Portugal," Mitteilungen der Deutschen
Orient-Gesellschaft 65 (1927): 1-6.
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Yo, Walter Andrae, “Reise nach Babylon zur Teilung
der Babylon-Funde," Mitteilun gen der Deutschen
Orient-Gesellschaft 65 (1927): 7-27.

. Wolfhart Unte, "Eduard Meyer und die
Notgemeinschaft der Deutschen Wissen schaft,”" in
Eduard Meyer, ed. William M. Calder I1I. and Alexander
Demandt (Leiden, 1990), 505-37; Hauser (in press).

vv. See the contribution by Schwanitz in this volume.
YA. Renger 1979, 155.
va. Diemuth Kénigs, Joseph Vogt: Ein Althistoriker

in der Weimarer Republik und im Dritten Reich (Basle,
1995), 307-308.

€, Carl Heinrich Becker, Die pddagogische
Akademie im Aufbau unseres nationalen Bildungswesens
(Leipzig, 1926), 52-56.

&y, Werner Jiger, "Einfiihrung," Die Antike 1 (1925):
1-4. It is no coincidence that among Jaeger's many
publications the most important and still reprinted one is
his Paideia: Die Formung des griechischen Menschen
(Engl.: Paideia: The Ideals of Greek Culture). The first
volume was published in Germany in 1934 and translated
into English in 1939. At that time Jaeger had already
accepted a chair at Harvard University. Calder
emphasizes that Jaeger was entirely apolitical (William
M. Calder, "Wemer Jaeger,” in Classical Scholarship.: A
Biographical Encyclopedia, ed. Ward M. Briggs and
William M. Calder (New York and London, 1990), 21126,
here pp. 217-18). His ideas found a very positive
response in the Third Reich. Nevertheless, the offer from
Harvard was very fortunate as his wife was Jewish.
Volumes 2 and 3 of his Paideia appeared first in English
and shortly afterwards in German. The books went
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through several editions in both languages and are still
available as reprints.

AN Albert Henrichs, "Philologie und
Wissenschaftsgeschichte: Zur Krise eines
Selbstverstindnisses," in Altertumswissenschaft in den

20er Jahren: Neue Fragen und Impulse, ed. Hellmut
Flashar (Stuttgart, 1995), 423-57, here pp. 454-55.

AN "Die Wissenschaft vom Alten Orient, soweit sie
fremdrassige, uns wesensfremde und darum in ihrer
tiefen Eigenart nicht zu begreifende Volker betrifft, ist in
dem augenblick, da die Problemsetzung tiber das rational
Feststellbare hinausgeht, zur Resignation verdammt. Sie
versagt damit vor der neuen Wertforderung und verliert
infolgedessen ihr Lebensrecht." (The study of the ancient
Orient, inasmuch as its focus is an alien race, alien to us
in nature, and therefore concerns peoples that are
incomprehensible in their deeper character, is, at the
moment when the problem exceeds anything that is
rationally determinable, condemned to resignation. It
thus fails the test of the new value demand and
consequently loses its right to exist.) Helmut Berve, "Zur
Kulturgeschichte des Alten Orients," Archiv fiir
Kulturgeschichte 25 (1935): 216-30, here pp. 229-30.

X See Henning Hafsmann, "Archaeology in the
Third Reich," in Archaeology, Ide ology and Society: The
German Experience, ed. Heinrich Hdrke (Frankfurt am
Main, 2000), 65-139.

o, Among Nazi racist historians even the Greeks
came under general doubt concern ing their Aryan blood.
Their special role in history was no longer sufficiently
explained by their being Aryan, but by their "nordic"
blood, see Hans F.R. Giinther, "Der Einschlag nordischer
Rasse im hellenischen Volke," Vergangenheit und
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Gegenwart 25 (1935): 529ff. But in general ancient
Greece and Rome were highly valued. According to
Kiirschners Deutscher Gelehrtenkalender, the number of
classical archaeologists, especially at universities,
remained far higher than the number of prehistorians.

e, Volker Losemann, Nationalsozialismus und
Antike: Studien zur Entwicklung des Faches Alte
Geschichte 1933-1945 (Hamburg, 1977). Franz Georg
Maier, "Review of Volker Losemann, Nationalsozialismus
und Antike (1977)," Gnomon 53 (1981): 215-16. Beat
Ndf, Von Perikles zu Hitler? Die athenische Demokratie
und die deutsche Althistorie bis 1945 (Beme and New
York, 1986). Beat Ndf, "Deutungen und Interpretationen
der griechischen Geschichte in den zwanziger Jahren," in
Altertumswissenschaft in den 20er Jahren. Neue Fragen
und Impulse, ed. Hellmut Flashar (Stuttgart, 1995), 275-
302; Ines Stahlmann, Imperator Caesar Augustus:
Studien zur Geschichte des Principatsverstindnisses in
der deutschen Altertums wissenschaft bis 1945
(Darmstadt, 1988).

&y, Edward W. Said, Orientalism (New York, 1995).
For a discussion of Oriental ism and its importance for
the interpretation of the Ancient Orient and its history see
Stefan R. Hauser, "Orientalismus,” in Der Neue Pauly:
Rezeptions- und Wissenschaftsgeschichte 15/1 (Stuttgart
and Weimar, 2001), 1233-43. Examples of prejudiced
interpretations are shown in: Stefan R. Hauser, "Greek
in subject and style, but a little distorted.' Zum Verhdltnis
von Orient und Okzident in der Altertumswissenschaft,"
in Posthumanistische Klassische Archdologie, ed. Stefan
Altekamp, Matthias Hofter, and Michael Krumme
(Munich, 2001), 83-104.
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¢A, See  Renger 1979,  Johannes  Renger,
"Altorientalistik und jiidische Gelehrte in Deutschland -
Deutsche und Osterreichische Altorientalisten im Exil,"
in Jiidische Intellektuelle und die Philologien in
Deutschland: 1871-1933, ed. Wilfried Barner and
Christoph Koénig (Géttingen, 2001), 247-61.

€, Renger 2001.

o, Like many German scholars, Landsberger was
courted by the Turkish government and started to teach
in Ankara. Herzfeld went first to London and in 1936
joined Albert Einstein and John von Neumann at the
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey.
Although Herzfeld's parents had converted to Protestant
ism before he was born, the Nuremberg Laws of 1935
defined him as Jewish. Both had been highly decorated in
World War 1.

o), Eckhard Unger, Das antike Hakenkreuz als
Wirbelsturm, Welt und Mensch im Alten Orient, vol. 1
(Berlin, 1937); Friedrich Wachtsmuth, Die
Widerspiegelung vélkischer Eigentiimlichkeiten in der
alt-morgenlindischen Baugestaltung (Leipzig, 1938).

oY, See Julius Jordan, "Leistungen und Aufgaben der
Deutschen Ausgrabungen im Vorderen Orient," in Der
Orient in deutscher Forschung: Vortrdge der Berliner
Orientalistentagung, Herbst 1942, ed. Hans H. Schaeder
(Leipzig, 1944), 228-38. Jordan emphasizes the
importance of the excavation at Boghazkdy, because
of its former "Indo-European" inhabitants. It is important
to note that not all scholars were able or willing to
collaborate in the efforts of redefining Ancient Near
Eastern Studies. For example, Bittel, the excavator of
Boghazkoy, seems to have sacrificed his scholarly
standing in that respect. He started to excavate the capital
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of the Hittite Empire in central Anatolia in 1931. In the
1960s he became president of the DAI. Most notable is
Walter Andrae, head of the Vorderasiatische Museum in
Berlin, who in addition became chairman of the Deutsche
Orient-Gesellschaft. His writings are free from all
allusions to anti-Semitism and the cult of Aryans. In his
contribution to the Propylden Kunstgeschichte, for
example, he insists on a linear development of
Mesopotamian art despite ethnic/racial changes. We
should expect that his obvious refusal to define "race" in
the then-prevailing zeitgeist would have caused raised
eyebrows in 1942 (Walter Andrae, "Vorderer Orient,” in
Heinrich Schdfer and Walter Andrae, Die Kunst des Alten
Orients, Propylden Kunstgeschichte 2 (3rd ed.) (Berlin,
V2£Y), V¥V-TA Ve £-£7) here pp. ) TI-YY),

oy, See the discussion in Stefan Altekamp et al.,
Posthumanistische Klassische Archdologie (Munich,
2001), 249.

o¢, Michael H. Kater, Das "Ahnenerbe" der SS:
1935-1945, ein Beitrag zur Kultur politik des Dritten
Reiches (Heidelberg, 1974), 111,

oo, The most prominent historic figures of Persian
history, such as Zoroaster or the Achaemenid kings Cyrus
and Darius, were even described as "nordic;" see Hans
F. R. Giinther, Die nordische Rasse bei den
Indogermanen Asiens: Zugleich ein Beitrag zur Frage
der Urheimat und Rassenherkunft der Indogermanen
(Munich, 1934); Fritz Schachermeyr, Indogermanen und
Orient (Stuttgart, 1944). For some scholars the Aryan
race of the ancient Persians soon became a problem in
the context of their fights with the Greek heirs of
European (and German) heritage. The explanation found
for the Persian defeat was their intimate contact with
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their non-Aryan subjects in Mesopotamia, which resulted
in loss of strength through mingling of races (see
Schachermeyr, 171). On the general problem of how the
Achaemenid (Persian) Empire was interpreted in Nazi
Germany, see Josef Wiesehofer, "Das Bild der
Achaimeniden in der Zeit des Nationalsozialismus,” in
Achaemenid History IIl: Method and Theory, ed. Heleen
Sancisi-Weerdenburg and Amélie Kuhrt (Leiden, 1998),
1-14. Shockingly enough Schachermeyr's view is
generally repeated in Bengtson's handbook on Greek
history (Hermann Bengtson, Griechische Geschichte von
den Anfdngen bis in die romische Kaiserzeit, Handbuch
der Altertumswissenschaft 111.4, 5th ed. (Ist ed. 1950),
(Munich, 1977), 180), which, until recently, served as the
basis for German schoolbook texts. See Stefan R. Hauser,
"Der hellenisierte Orient: Bemerkungen zum Verhdltnis
von Alter Geschichte, Klassischer und Vorderasiatischer
Archdologie,”" in Fluchtpunkt Uruk, Archdologische
Einheit aus methodischer Vielfalt: Schriften fiir Hans
Jorg Nissen, ed. Hartmut Kiihne, Reinhard Bernbeck,
Karin Bartl (Rahden, 1999), 316-41, here p. 330.

o1, Rezun 1982, 29.

oV, M. Reza Ghods, Iran in the Twentieth Century.: A
Political History (Boulder, Colo., 1989), 106-108. My
due thanks go to Dr. Kamyar Abdi who was so kind to
provide me with the picture that shows Reza Shah and the
crown prince in front of the Apadana reliefs (picture 1).

oA, Yair Hirschfeld, "German Policy Towards Iran:
Continuity and Change from Wei mar to Hitler, 1919—
1939," in "Germany and the Middle East 1835-1939," ed.
Yehuda L. Wallach Jahrbuch des Instituts fiir Deutsche
Geschichte, supplement 1 (Tel Aviv, 1975), 117-41, here
pp- 127-28.
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09,

R
1y

1y,

Hirschfeld 1980, 330.

Dietrich Huff, "Germany 1ii. Archaeological
Explorations and Excavations," Encyclopaedia Iranica
vol. 10 (2001), 519-30, here p. 525. The DAI's former
director, Wolfram Kleiss, seems blissfully ignorant
about its history in Iran. His article "Deutsches
Archdologisches Institut” for the Encyclopaedia Iranica
vol. 7 (1996), 331-33, turns the development upside
down in stating that Herzfeld's publications were
sponsored by the Isfahan station, which was founded after
the publications had appeared. For his publications in
Germany after 1935. Herzfeld paid himself using his
pension, which due to the laws on money transfer had to
remain in Germany. Kleiss also claims that there had
been German excavations in Persepolis before 1938. This
must be a reference to Herzfeld's and later Erich
Schmidt's work at this important site. But although both
of them were German, they worked for the Oriental
Institute of Chicago (on Schmidt see Jack M. Balcer,
"Erich Friedrich Schmidt, 13 September 1897-30
October 1964," in Achaemenid History VII: Through
Travellers' Eyes, ed. Heleen Sancisi-Weerdenburg and
Jan W. Drijvers (Leiden, 1991), 147-72).

. Bast 2001, 506-19; Rezun 1982.

. Frank-Rutger Hausmann, "Deutsche
Geisteswissenschaft im Zweiten Weltkrieg: Die 'Aktion
Ritterbusch’ (1940-1945)," Schriften zur
Wissenschafts- und Universitdtsgeschichte 1
(Dresden, 1998).

Wiist, who was born in 1901, had been appointed
professor for "Indo-Germanische Studien" in 1932.
According to Kater (Ahnenerbe, 295), Wiist never worked
in Iran. Although Wiist was curator, that is CEO, of
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Ahnenerbe, the Notgemeinschaft refused him a grant for
a new documentation of the famous Bisotun inscriptions
during the war (Ibid., 97). Nevertheless, from 1938 to
1943, the same institution granted him money for
research in Iran relevant to the war. (I would like to thank
Willi Oberkrome, Freiburg, for this information.) The
exact use of these grants is uncertain. They might have
helped him to publish his Indogermanisches Bekenntnis:
Sechs Reden (Berlin-Dahlem, 1942). In his lecture on the
Reich, idea and reality among the ancient Aryans, he
describes what he called Entartung (loss of ethnic
character) and Entnordung (loss of Nordic character) of
Aryans in contact with their Near Eastern neighbors
(among others: "the subversive influence of the highly
developed money economy in Mesopotamia”), and
expresses his hope of a new dawn with Reza Shah Pahlevi

(Wiiist, 29-30).

¢, Hausmann, 43. Hausmann describes these
conferences as "Leistungsschauen" (scholarly fairs).
1o, The contributions were published in two volumes:

Hans H. Schaeder, Der Orient in deutscher Forschung:
Vortrdge der Berliner Orientalistentagung, Herbst 1942
(Leipzig, 1944),; and Richard Hartmann, ed., Beitrdge zur
Arabistik, Semitistik, und Islamwissenschaft (Leipzig,
1944). Some of the articles are still useful sum maries of
German research in certain areas until 1942.

1, Berve, 7.

v, In an atmosphere where many, if not most,
historians of Greek and Roman his tory were either
conservative or outright fascist, Berve later became the
war-time representative of the German study of Antiquity.
His articles and leaflets, about the battle at Thermopylae,
for example, where the Spartans fought against the Near



(YV/\Y’—f.Yf.V liL:u)\ g QL:.«'.A) 9 J:'.’.li 4‘_)_9‘ JLw g<=_5.> e)\.a.:: — U’@S Q‘J.“:\ Sldlas

East invaders to the last man, were distributed to German
soldiers at the front as means to boost morale and lift
their spirit. After the war, he was at first banned from
teaching, but was re-appointed to a full professorship in
1949. He later became head of the Commission for
Ancient History and Epigraphy of the DAI and as such
was a spokesperson for Germany's Greek and Roman
historians. A collection of his articles was published anew
in 1966. Except for the deletion of a few sentences, the
articles were published in their original form. On Berve
cf. Karl Christ, Neue Profile der Alten Geschichte
(Darmstadt, 1990), 125-87.



