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Abstract

During the Sasanian Empire (YY£-12YAD) -which was established based on
politic and union religious centralism- not only they achieved success in
developing their territory and suppressing the foreign enemies, but also there
were significant changes in the flourish of economy, commerce,
international and domestic business in this period. The Sasanians who
inherited business from the Parthians attempted to develop it by making
some changes so that the international business scope of the Sasanians has
reached Africa, too. Domestic economy of the Sasanians also went through
some changes in this period and followed compiled rules. This survey is
going to identify effective factors in the development of the Sasanian
business. Coins, seals, remained dishes, Middle-Persian texts and works of
Islamic historians give information on Sasanian business. In this survey, the
subject is studied through descriptive-analytical method and based on library
resources. The studies indicate that in this period, the economic development
was greatly indebted to the increase of the business in the East and West
which was done through trade routes of Persian Gulf and Silk Road. The
competition between two great sovereignties of the area (Rome and Iran) to
dominate the area’s market and the profit gained from it effected the
development of the economy. Also, using the experts and the workforce of
the Roman war prisoners and founding new cities played roles in the
economic development. During the Sasanian period, the role of the
government in economic activities was indirect, and significant profit was
granted to the government due to taxation, revenue, and tariff. In the late
period of the governance, the increase in the tax rate caused some problems
for the merchants and the economic development stagnated. However, the
business development in the Islamic era was indebted greatly to the

Sasanians’ experiences.

Keywords: business, commerce, economy, Sasanian, Iran, Rome



